


20 missing: world’s largest supertanker hit 


Iraqi jets set 5 

ships ablaze 


MANAMA, May 14, (AF): 
The world’s largest supertan-: 
ker was blazing out of control 
and four other ships were on 
fire* one of them sinking, after 
an Iraqi air raid today on 
Iran's major oil terminal in 
the Strait of Hormuz, ship- 
ping executives said. 

At least 20 crew members were 
missing after the attacks, accord- 
ing to various sources, including 
the shipp i ng execu tives, who said 
initial reports had indicated all 
crew abandoned the blazing ves- 
sels to safety. 

Motherships 

A large number of Iranian 
salvage tugboats were reported 
battling fierce flames aboard the 
Liberian-flag, 564,739-lon 
Sea wise Giant, the world's big- 
gest ship, from which oil was 
leaking. The executives, who 
spoke on condition of anon- 
ymity; said they received the 
information from ships in the 
vicinity ' 

Theshipswere attacked at 1.25 
pm (0925^' GMT) three or four 
miles isanmwcst of Larak. 

. The eibBatives said that radio 


ftaj Kapoor - 
critically ill 

NEW DELHI. May 14, 


communications from the area 
have shown that the Sea wise 
Giant had a crew of 50, and not 
36 as had been originally repor- 
ted. They said that the figure 36 
was given when the number was 
rescued and now it appeared the 
remaining 14 were missing. 

Radio communications also 
showed that two crew members 
of the 457,841-ton. Burmah 
Endeavour, a British-flag vessel 
that also ranks among the 
world's five largest vessels, were 
missing. The Burmah 
Endeavour was however the least 
rlwmagftd . the sources said. Both 
the Sea wise Giant and the Bur- 
mah Endeavour are used as 
“motherships" or oil storage 
depots by Iran. 

Damage 

There were no reports of 
injuries among the crew of other 
vessels at least as yet, said one of 
the sources. . 

Blit they said the Sp&nish-flag 
235,000-ton Barcelona, which 
was taking on cargo from the 
Sea wise Giant, was sinking as a 
result of the attack. And a short .: 
while later, the Spanish national 
news agency EFE , said four 
Spanish crewmen were missiug: 


while 26 others were rescued. It 
was quoting the London-based 
Lloyd's shipping intelligence 
unit for its report, EFE said. 

The other two stricken vessels 
were the 231,712-ton Iranian 
tanker Khark and the 152,004- 
ton Cypriot ship Argosy, both 
shuttle tankers. The sources said 
these were still aflame, but 
damage was not too severe. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
“large numbers" of jets took part 
is the rare long-range raid and all 
returned safely to base. At least 
two jets attacked the Seawise 
Giant in which bombs wens used. 

Warning 

The salvage operation was 
basically concentrating on trying 
to save the Seawise Giant , one of 
the informants said. 

The damage vessels at Larak 
sustained was not unusual. In 
two previous raids Iasi year, Iraqi 
planes also damaged as many as 
five ships in each attack. 

Meanwhile, the shipping sour- 
ces said an Iranian jet fighter was 
overheard by radio monitors 
warning an unidentified US 
Navy warship to stay away from 
thearea. 

A US source, also speaking on 


condition of anonymity, said an 
Iranian F-4 fighter-bomber was 
heard asking its base for permis- 
sion to attack a ship, which was 
not identified. There were no US 
warships in the immediate area a t 
the time, the sources said. 

Rescue boats were scouring 
the water round the Seawise 
Giant for survivors, the sources 
said. 

Claims 

Iraq's last confirmed raid on 
Larak was on Dec 22. Its war- 
planes regularly attacked ships 
further north in the Gulf to try to 
destroy Tehran’s oil export 
lifeline. 

The raid. 500 miles from Iraq, 
followed nine Iraqi claims in the 
past two weeks of attacks on 
ships off the Iranian coast. 

Shipping sources said earlier 
today that two Exocet missiles 


fired by Iraqi jets hit the Iranian 
munitions ship Iran Nahad on 
Thursday. Lloyds intelligence 
said 1 1 crewmen were wounded. 

Larak and nearby Hormuz 
island in the entrance to the Gulf 
are the southern end of Iran’s 
shuttle operation for oil and 
refined products. 


(Reuter): Indian movie mogul 
Raj. Ka poor was critically ill 
. today 12 days after being admit- 
ted to- hospital with a serious' 
attack of asthma, hospital sour- 
ces said. 

- Raj Kapoor, 64, was on a res- 
pirator at the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences because of a 
lungjufection, a hospital spokes- 
mansaid- . 


Filipino blast 

MANILA, May 14, (AP): A 
blast .shook the lobby of the 
unused Armed Forces General 
Headquarters .building today, 
killing one soldier. Investigators 
said the blast may have been an 
■abrideriL 
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any Gulf 

By Ahmtd A1 Jarallah ~ 

THE Egyptian President, Hosni 
Mubarak, has said that if Iran, 
strikes a Gulf state, Arab coun- 
tries would be ready to provide 
the required assistance. 

He added that he did not 
anticipate the Gulf war escalat- 
ing beyond the point it has rea- 
ched at present because of tile 
instability of the internal Iranian 
situation. 

“Iran is well aware of the fact 
that if it hits them (Kuwait or 
Saudi Arabia) Iran will also be 
hit/’ Mubarak said during an 
exclusive interview. 

Arrogance 

“Iran should not think that ifit 
strikes against a Gulf state, the 
Arabs will sit silently without 
retaliating.'' 

Mubarak expressed con- 
fidence that Arab countries 
recognised the danger faced by 
the Gulf states and was confident 
that they would assist Gulf states 
if the need arose. 

Speaking about the Iraq -I ran 
war, Mubarak said: “I don’t 
think it will intensify more than it 
is at present," He added that Iran 
must rid itself of its arrogance 


Israeli Army 
reopens 
West Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
May 14, (Reuter): The Israeli 
Army reopened most, of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip today but security forces 
stood by for violence on the 40th. 
anniversary of the declaration of 
Israel. 

The Army closed ' the 
territories yesterday because of 
expected demonstrations after 
prayers for the approaching' 
Muslim holiday, Eid A] Fiir. 

The West Bank city of Nablus 
and surrounding refugee camps 
remained under curfew, the 
Army said. 

Troops shot and wounded a 
16-year-old Palestinian during a | 
demonstration at the" Sha’ti , 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip. 
-Palestinian sources said. Several 
others were reported wounded 
from beatings by soldiers in 
ram ps aTOllJld the Strip. 

The Army said was inves- 
tigating the report. 


be hit if it attacks 
state: Mubarak 



Mubarak: assistance 

and accept peace in order for the 
peoples of the region to enjoy 
peace. Continuing the war will 
only damage and harm Iran, he 
said. 

He said the decision taken by 
Saudi Arabia to severe ties with 
Iran was necessary following the 
propaganda war initialed by 
Tehran. 

Disputes 

“If I had been in the place of 
the Saudis," he said, “I would 
have made the decision 
immediately.'* 

He added that if Iran contin- 
ues their enmity against the Arab 
countries, the time will come 
when these Arab countries will 
be unable to Temain silent, 
including those countries who 


currently help Iran. 

Moving from the Gulf situa- 
tion to broader Arab concerns, 
Mubarak said that disputes bet- 
ween Arab countries are the 
main reason for Arab weakness, ' 
naming Moroccan- Algerian, 
Syrian-] raqi and Libyan- Iraqi 
disputes as examples. 

• Mubarak said: "These dis- 
putes pave the way for enemies of 
the Arab world to achieve their 
goals." 

The President expressed the 
opinion that if an Arab leader 
compromises with another, it 
should not result in worsening 
his relations with a third Arab 
country. He said that he hoped 
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
visit to Syria would not disturb 
relations between Jordan and 
Syria. 

Speaking about Egypt's 
diplomatic relations with 
Algeria, Mubarak said that 
Algeria has asked Egypt to send 
its foreign minister to Algeria to 
restore relations between the two 
countries. He added that there 
were differences among Algerian 
officials regarding this issue. 

Mubarak said that relations 
between Egypt and Jordan were 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Syrian troops clash 
with Hezbollah-men 


BEIRUT, May 14, (Agencies):. 
Syrian peacekeeping forces, 
drawn into the fierce tattle for 
control of south Beirut, clashed 
sporadically today with pro-' 
Iranian Hezbollah' fighters who 
had overrun Am a] militia posi- 
tions in a surprise attack. 

. The Syrian troops control the 
highway to Beirut airport where 
intense fight rag erupted yester- 
day, shattering another short- 
lived ceasefire arranged by Syria 
and Iran. 

As sporadic gunfire between 
the opposing forces continued 
through. The night and early 
today, rival Palestinian forces 
waged a pitched battle at Bmj AI ■ 
Barajneh refugee camp in south 
Beirut, police said. 

They said commandos loyal to 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion chairman Yasser Arafat 
traded machine-gun fire, rocket- 
propelled grenades and artillery 
Shells with followers of Said 
Musa, leader of a 1983 rebellion 
against Arafat, . 


Amal militiamen yesterday 
were ousted from positions cap- 
tured during a week of heavy 
exchanges with the Hezbollah , 
which left at least 175 dead and 
another J00 wounded in the 
impoverished south suburbs of 
Beirut. 

As the Amal militiamen 
retreated before the fierce Hez- 
bollah onslaught, Syrian forces 
opened fire at the Hezbollah to 
warn against moving the fighting 
to Syrian-controlled areas. Five 
Hezbollah gunmen and a Syrian 
soldier were killed in the 
exchange, sources said. 

Syria, apparently alarmed at 
the inroads made by Hezbollah 
in Beirut, ordered its troops 
today, into the city’s southern 
suburbs to end bitter inter-Shiite 
battles. 

About 3.000 troops would 
start moving into the Lebanese 
capital from the eastern Bekaa 
valley within hours, Amal militia 
officials said. 


A para-military soldier taking aim at Sikh extremists entrenched In the Golden Temple. 

Indian troops seize 
part of Golden Temple 


AMRITSAR, India, May 14, 
(Reuter): Indian paramilitary 
troops and commandos stormed 
into the Sikh-held Golden Tem- 
ple complex yesterday, seizing 
two buildings and setting up a 


two buildings and setting up a 
clear line of fire on separatists 
barricaded deeper inside, police 
reported. 

They said the security forces 
broke in without firing a shoL 

The separatists, demanding an 
independent Sikh state, were said 
to have abandoned the buildings 
and retreated to the heart of the 
huge temple complex, where 
some of the heaviest fighting 
took place during an Indian 
Army assault in 1984. 

Sikh gunmen holding out have 
said they prefer death or suicide 
to surrender. 

- Reinforced 

Paramilitary police and elite 
“Black Cat" commandos recap- 
tured the Manji Sahib building 
and the temple kitchen which 
had been serving food to 100 
militants throughout the siege in 
which at least 25 people have 
been killed in gunbaides. 

A news agency report said 
earlier Lhat the forces smashed 
down fortifications, but police 
could not confirm this. 

Before the action. New Delhi 
had rushed about 300 com- 
mando reinforcements to the 
temple in Amritsar in the north- 
ern state of Punjab, where the 
Sikh militants want tosei up their 
separate state. 

They joined 200 commandos 


Senate puts 
condition on 
sale of arms 
to Saudis 

WASHINGTON. May 14. 
(Reuter): The US Senate has 
reacted to the Chinese sale of a 
medium-range missile to Saudi 
Arabia by imposing a new condi- 
tion on the sole of US weapons to 
the kingdom. 

The Senate said lhat before the 
United States could sell arms to 
Saudi Arabia “or to any other 
nation which has procured CSS- 
2 Chinese-made missiles," the 
President had to certify to Con- 
gress (hat the purchasing country 
“does not have chemical, 
biological or nuclear warheads 
for such missiles." 

The condition was contained 
in an amendment attached by 
voice vote to a bill authorising 
$299.5 billion in defence spend- 
ing in the 1989 fiscal year. 

The Reagan administration 
has proposed selling $825 million 
worth of military hardware and 
services to the Saudis amid con- 
gressional concern over the 
Saudi purchase of the Chinese 
sale of the 2,200-mile-range CSS- 
2 missile. 


helping 3,000 paramilitary police 
who have besieged the white 
marble shrine since Monday. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gand- 
hi’s government ruled out 
negotiations with the separatists 
on Thursday. 

Police urged them to surrender 
during a ceasefire op Friday but 
the mflitanis answered the louds- 
peaker appeal with a volley of 
gunfire. 

Offensive 

Police said they did notwantto 
move into the central area of the 
complex co root out the 
militants, who are fighting for a n 
independent Sikh homeland in 
the prosperous northern state of 
Punjab. 

"We do not want to enter the 
temple. Short of entering the 
temple, we will do the best weean 
in sniping the militants,” Amrit- 
sar deputy police chief A. A. Sid- 
diqui told reporters. 

"I suppose we have never had 
such a good position before. We 
are adopting offensive positions. 
We do not wane to lose the 
advantage," he said. 

When the confrontation 
began on Monday with a seven- 
hour gunbattle, police estimated 
about 100 militants were in the 
temple. Since then, at least 25 
people have been killed, most of 
them militants. 

Police said only the extremists, 
some family members and sup- 
porters remained in the complex. 
About 800 people fled on Tues- 
day. 


Siddiqt said the gunmen, 
armed with Chinese-made AK- 
47 assault rifles, were knocking 
holes through the walls of the 
rooms in which they were trap- 
ped so they could move around 
and communicate better . 

He said they also appeared to 
be trying to reach a basement 
under ihe" Akal Takht — the 
Eternal Throne — where police 
believe the gunmen have an 
arsenal that might contain more 
sophisticated weapons, such as 
grenade launchers. 

The white marble buildings 
and golden roofs of (he temple 
today echoed to intermittent 
gunfire lhat frequently exploded 
into heavy fighting. 

Punjab police chief KPS Gill 
said he would make another 
iouderspeaker appeal to the gun- 
men to allow women and chil- 
dren to leave the complex. 

Arrests 

In Chandigarh, the state 
capital, police arrested former 
Punjab Chief Minister Prakash 
Singh Badal and 78 supporters 
for trying to go to Amritsar to 
resume the normally constant 
rituals at the Golden Temple 
silenced by the fighting. 

They were remanded in cus- 
tody for seven days on charges of 
breaching the peace. 

Four of the five Sikh head 
priests were arrested in Amritsar 
on Thursday for trying to go to 
the temple. They were charged 
with breaking a curfew imposed 
around the complex. 


Truck bomb kills 11 as 
Soviets prepare to quit 


KABUL. May 14, (Agencies): A 
bomb exploded inside a truck 
today near reviewing stands 
being prepared for farewell 
ceremonies tomorrow marking 
the withdrawal of Soviei sol- 
diers. A Soviet official said 11 
people were killed and 1 2 woun- 
ded. 

The blast occurred in a 
residential area along the Kabul 
River. 

Witnesses said they saw four 
bodies being removed from one 
house, which was destroyed. 

Vladimir Sevruk. deputy chief 
of the Soviet Communist Party 
central committee's propaganda 
department, gave the casually 
figures to reporters in KabuL 
Demolished 

The blast demolished embank- 
ment walls on both sides of the 
river that threads through the 
capital. Blood was visible on the 
gates of a nearby factory and 
personal belongings, including 
carpet slippers, were scattered in 
the street. 

Witnesses said (here were 
flames visible when they arrived 
shortly after the blast. 

The truck in which the bomb 
had been planted lay badly man- 


day. Soviet officers said the hard- 
ware was out to prepare the way 
for the start or the long trek 
home. 

“It’s basically a reconnais- 
sance operation," said Maj. 
Valery Opanascnko of the Kabul 
military district office. "We are 
making preparations so that our 
boys make it to the border." 

The troops manning the 
armour were selling out gasoline 
pumps and supplies along the 
route to be used by retreating 
Soviet soldiers. 

For security reasons, Soviei 
officers and civilian officials 
have been tight-lipped about the 
exact number of troops who will 
begin the move north tomorrow. 


Airlines 
told not to 
raise fares 


By Fathlma Ahmed 


DESPITE Kuwait's Higher 
Council for Civil Aviation rul- 
ing. made yesterday at an 
extraordinary meeting, against 
any increase in air fares, some 
airlines, in defiance, are charging 
full LATA fares. 

The council yesterday met 
under the chairmanship of Mini- 
ster of Slate for Service Affairs. 
Issa Mohammed Al Mazidi to 
discuss the issue of air ticket 
prices. 

The meeting also reviewed an 
earlier decision asking Kuwait 
Airways Corporation to study 
air fares and submit results to the 
council. 

Discount 

Eleven airlines had agreed to 
hike fares to IATA levels and 
w'ere to start implementing it on 
the European and Indian sector 
from today. 

Airline sources said the 
European airlines were “going 
back to pre-agreement fare 
levels." implying they were sell- 
ingdiscounied tickets. 

However, an agreement bet- 
ween KAC. British Airways and 
Air-lndia to implement IATA 
fares remains unchanged. The 
three airlines are apparently 
"defying the ruling". 

There is also a general fallacy 
"about discounts”, said a source. 
If an agent sells a ticket, for ins- 
tance. to Dhaka for KD1 10 (the 

(Continued on Page 2) 


US rejects 
UN call for 
arbitration 

UNITED NATIONS, May 14, 
(UPI): The United Slates has 
rejected a new UN General 
Assembly call for arbitration in 
the case of the US-ordered 
closure of the UN mission of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The General Assembly voted 
1 36-2 in support of a decision by 
the International Court of Jus- 
tice which last month ordered 
Washington to enter into 
arbitration in the PLO mission 
case. 

The assembly “urges the host 
country (the United Slates) to 
abide by its international obliga- 
tions and to act consistently with 
the advisory opinion of the Inter- 
national Court — and to name its 
arbitrator to the arbitral 
tribunal." 

Pending 

The United States and Israel 
cast the only negative votes, as 
they did in March when the 1 59- 
nation assembly voted to send 
the case before the International 
Court in the Hague, asking forits 
opinion on arbitration. 

US Ambassador Patricia 
Byrne, acting US permanent 
representative to the United 
Nations, told the assembly that 
"because this matter is still pend- 
ing in our courts, the United 
Slates believes it is inappropriate 
and untimely to consider the 
appropriateness of entering into 
arbitration ... to resolve the dis- 
pute between the United States 
and the United Nations." 

The headquarters agreement 
calls for arbitration in case of a 
dispute. 


GRAND SALE! 
TRUE SALE! 


AlManar 


Textiles Company 
Silk, cottons and 
evening dress. 

Agent in Kuwait (or the lamous 
Sudanese dress. 

9lh Commercial Area — 

Blocks 5 and 2 

Tel. 2449983 — 2428540 


The Saudis have asserted the i gied at the scene. 


missiles, are intended as protec- 
tion against any attack from 
Iran. 


Soviet troops, tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
filled the streets of Kabul yesler- 


Mum^TimEf 


Grand Bingo 

The KD 25 Four Corners prize has been 
won by Mr Arthur Jerald D’Silva. Game 
No. 64 continues for the Top Line and 
three Full Houses. 
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INTERNA TIONAL 
Bid to seek centrist support 


France faces snap elections 


PAA1S, May 14, (Reuter): 
President Francois Mitterrand 
makes a final plea to centrist 
politicians today to join France’s 
new socialist government and 
avoid a general election in June. 

Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard, whose three-day-old 
government could be one of the 
shortest-lived in French history, 
said Mitterrand would have last 
talks with centrists “then decide 
whether or not to dissolve 
parliament.'* 

Political commentators said 
the centrists were unlikely to 
heed Mitterrand's call and elec- 
tions would be called, but it was 
not known if he would announce 
the dissolution of parliament 
immediately. 

Hectic weeks 

He must a nominee the news by 
Monday if he is to fulfil an earlier 
pledge not to disturb voters dur- 
ing the July and August holidays. 

The election campaign lasts 40 
days under French law and com- 
mentators said the two-stage 
elections could be held on June 
19 and June 26. 

If Mitterrand calls elections 
this weekend, it will mark one of 
the most hectic weeks in French, 
politics since the Fourth 


Republic, when 20 governments 
were formed and disbanded over 
a 12-year period from 1946 to 
1958. 

The 7 1 -year-old president was 
re-elected in elections last Sun- 
day. clearly beating his long-time 
rival, conservative Prime Mini- 
ster Jacques Chi rac. 

Chirac’s centre-right coalition 
government, which had ruled 
since March 1986, resigned on 
Tuesday and Mitterrand named 
the moderate socialist Rocard, 
57, as prime minister the next 
day. 

Mitterrand had pledged to 
bring centrist politicians into the 
cabinet to produce a centre-left 
government and ensure a 
majority in parliament. Chirac's 
outgoing coalition had a four- 
seat majority. 

Offer 

Former Environment Mini- 
ster Alain Carignon said he had 
refused an offer of a ministerial 
portfolio under Rocard. Other 
prominent centrists also turned 
down offers. 

New socialist Interior Mini- 
ster Pierre Joxe said: “We opened 
the door but found there were 
not very many people behind iL” 


Centrists accused Rocard of 
refusing to reply to its demand 
for the restoration of a propor- 
tional representation voting sys-, 
tern, which favours smaller cen- 
trist parties. 

Some commentators said Mit- 
terrand had failed in his bid to 
form a centre-left government. 
But one of France's most respec- 
ted analysts, serge July of the 
leftist newspaper Liberation, 
said Mitterrand had wan Led to be 
seen to be forced into calling 
parliamentary elections. 

Opinion polls carried out after 
Mitterrand’s victory show the 
socialists would win a clear 
majority in elections. 

Meeting 

A school reunion atmosphere 
reigned at the first meeting of 
France’s new leftist cabinet on 
Friday, sweeping away two years 
of ill-concealed hostility between 
President Mitterrand and a con- 
servative government. 

Old friends, out of office since 
March 19S6, embraced each 
other in the courtyard of the 
Elysee presidential palace as they 
arrived for the meeting, brushing 
aside suggestions that the gover- 
nment will be short-lived. 


“Do you think I’ve just come 
here to see Nathalie?” said new 
Social Affairs Minister Michel 
Delebarre, hugging Nathalie 
Duhamel. long-time press officer 
to Mitterrand. 

As the cabinet sat down for its 
first meeting since Rocard 
announced its formation on 
Thursday, even Mitterrand was 
seen s milin g as he placed his new 
team around a large rectangular 
table in the Elysee’s Murat salon. 

Many of Rocaid’s new mini- 
sters have been returned to the 
ministries they occupied in 1986, 
when a socialist government was 
ousted by former Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac's centre-right 
coalition. 

Alliance 

Mitterrand was forced to 
nominate Chirac and spend two 
years in an uneasy alliance which 
ended on May 8, when Mit- 
terrand beat Chirac in a 
presidential election. Chirac's 
government resigned a day later. 

Cabinet meetings during the 
two years were icy affairs, accor- 
ding to observers, with the social- 
ist President often angering 
Chirac by refusing to sanction its 
policies. 


Sinatra 

defends 

Reagans 

NEW YORK, May 1 4, t Reuter): 
Frank Sinatra defended his 
friends at the White House on 
Friday and attacked sensational 
biographies, calling the authors 
“pimps and whores*'. 

During his first in-depth telev- 
ision interviewin 25 years, the 73- 
year-old singer took swipes at the 
media and lambasted “kiss-and- 
tell" books such as former White 
House chief of staff Donald 
Regan's best-selling new book. 

“I'm saying that those are the 
pimps and the whores,” Sinatra 
said on a television chat show. 

“They're the ones who write 
the books about people with 
whom they had a kind of privy 
association ... and suddenly 
they're out making a buck 
because they got a pigeon.” 

Sinatra made reference to 
Regan's new book in which 
President Reagan’s wife Nancy is 
described as an ardent stargazer. 
Saying he was on dose terms with 
Mrs Reagan and knew Donald 
Regan, he expressed surprise at' 
tBe '-impact- caused" -by- -Mrs 
Reagan's interest in astrology. 


Shultz brings accord 
for Senate study 


WASHINGTON, May 14, 
(Reuter): Secretary of State 
George Shultz brought home to 
Washington on Friday a signed 
agreement he hopes will clear the 
way for Senate approval of a 
historic US-Soviet treaty scrap- 
ping of medium-range missiles. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said Shultz 
would meet on Monday with key 
Senate committees to try to con- 
vince them the agreement signed 
in Geneva would satisfy their 
concerns about compliance 
provisions relating to the Inter- • 
mediate-range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) pact 

Redman spoke with reporters 
en route from Brussels, where 
Shultz briefed Nato allies in two 
days of final planning talks with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze for the May 29- 
June 2 superpower summit in 
Moscow. 

The Senate committees — 
foreign relations, intelligence 
and armed services all have a role 
t -‘1o play as the Seriate exercises its 
constitutional authority to "adv- 


ise and consent” on treaties. 

Privately, some US officials 
said they are worried that Sen- 
ators — many of whom harbour 
a deep distrust of Moscow — will 
continue to find fault with the 
compliance provisions, designed 
to ensure neither side cheats on 
the treaty, which calls for elimin- 
ation of all superpower missiles 
in the INF class. ‘ 

However, Shultz said he 
believed the agreement signed on 
Friday by uS and Soviet 
negotiators after an all-night 
bargaining sessions would ans- 
wer Senate concerns. 

US and Soviet officials are 
hoping the Senate will quickly 
approve the pact so President 
Reagan and Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev can exchange 
instruments of ratification in 
Moscow. 

Shultz told a ne\ys conference 
in Brussels earlier oil Friday that 
Soviet officials may have been 
testing US resolve when they 
sought a last-mi n utechange in a 
medium-range • missile 
agreement 


Manila 
turns down 
Marcos’ plea 

MANILA, May 14, (Reuter): 
The Philippine government has 
turned down new requests from 
former President Ferdinand 
Marcos to return from exile in 
the United States to attend his 
mother's. -funeral, the presiden- 
tial palace said today. 

A spokesman said President 
Corazon Aquino and members 
of her cabinet rejected the 
request because it would not be in 
the country's interest 

“We know the capabilities of 
the ex-president but his 
capabilities also depend on the 
United States ...whether the US 
wall allow him to come back or 
not,” the spokesman quoted 
Press Secretary Teodoro Ben- 
igno as saying. 

“I suppose the US government 
will respect the position taken by 
the President and her cabinet on 
the matter,” Benigno said. 

• Marcos, who- ruled the Philip- 
pines for 20 years, fled to Hawaii 
m -1986 after he was overthrown 
by • a civilian-backed military 
revolt. 
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GOVERNMENTWARNING: SMOKING IS A MAJOR CAUSE OF CANCER 
Ar^ DISEASES OF THE LUNGS, HEART AND ARTERIES. 


Iran will be hit if it attacks a 


(Continued from Page 1) 


very^- _ 

ate their efforts in all fields, 
especially in areas related to the 
Palestinian question. 

Renewed 

When queried about the 
climate of the Arab world follow- 
ing the Amman summit, 
Mubarak said that while the out- 
come of the meeting was good, 
disputes have arisen since it was 
concluded. 

Speaking about the attitude of 
the superpowers toward the Gulf 
war, Mubarak said there has 
bom no evidence of a change in 
attitude even though the Soviets 
have agreed to withdraw from 
A fghanistan. The President said 
that -the superpowers have star-’ 
ted the process of detente. 

Discussing the Palestinian 
uprising, Mubarak said it must 


be used to its maximum. 

“If we do not utilise the Pales- 
tinian uprising politically to- the - 
maximum, it will become routine 
daily news,” he said. 

Mubarak acknowledged that 
conditions in the area were chan- * 
ging and said that he would have 
to accept reasonable options in 
order to modify what does not 
suit him. 

He said: “It is impossible for 
me'to continue rejecting every- 
thing if I am -to avoid losing the 
= world's response with me.” “If 
we are truly looking for peace, we 
should be objective.” 

He said he was waiting for the 
outcome of the PLO's visit to 
Amman for talks with King Hus- 
sein because reaching an 
agreement with Jordan is basic to 
solving the question of the Pales- 
tinian cause. 

Although some speak of 
separating thePLO from the upr- 


ising Mubarak said that such 
---’talk was amply an attempt to 
disunite Palestinians. . 

"Any talk about such subject 
. is a for disunity among the 
Palestinians, which is not in 
favour of anyone's interests*” he 
said. 

“What is important now ts to 
seriously attract world attention 
towards the uprising and utilise 
ils results.” 

Conference 

Regarding an intez 72 ationa] 
. peace conference rather than 
direct, negotiations, Mubarak 
said that, the conference would 
result in direct negotiations. 

He added: “We should solve 
the Arab and Palestinian internal 
. - problems before fariag thc other 
party in the conference.” 

He said that when the FLO 
holds talks with King Hussein 
about the international con- 
ference they would be able to deal 


Delhi minister to visit Colombo. 


India to pull jbut from Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO, May 14, (Reuter): 
Indian Defence Minister K.C. 
Pant will visit Sri Lanka within a 
week to discuss the phased with- 
drawal of Indian troops, a senior 
minister said. 

Lands Development Minister 
Gamini Dissanayake said India, 
expected to pacify Tamil rebels 
by the end of May and would 
need fewer soldiers on the island. 

India says it has sent 50,000 
troops to put down a Tamil 
separatist war in North and East 
Sn I -«n lea under a July 1987 
agreement with Colombo. 

Timetable 

Dissanayake, who met Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in New 
Delhi this week, said India had 
promsied to bring peace to the 
Northern and Eastern provinces 
by end of this month. 

This would mean “that troops 
as of their present strength are 


not necessary, that there can be a 
phased withdrawal according to 
agreed schedules,’’ he told a news 
conference. 

“The timetable will be com- 
municated to you after the visit 
ofPant because he's coming here 
for that purpose,” he said. 

Dissanayake declined to give 
fiir thpr details and would not SaV 
whether ' some Indian forces 
would remain on the island. 

Hundreds of Indian soldiers 
have been killed trying to disarm 
Tamils who oppose the 
agreement which aimed to end 
their bloody five-year-long 
struggle for a separate Tamil 
statein the Smhalese-majority 
island. 

Dissanayake returned, from 
DeUu on Thursday after five days 
of talks as Sri Lankan President 
Junius Jayewardene’s special 


envoy. 

Even after Indian troops took 
absolute control of the- North 
and East there would still be 
“peripheral violence,” he said. 

He estimated Indian soldiers 
in Sri Lanka numbered 60,000 to 
75,000 compared with official 
Indian estimates of 50,000. 

An Indian External Affairs 
Ministry spokesman said Pant 
would discuss the implementa- 
tion of the accord. 

“(Army)strength will be based 
on operational requirements and 
the role it is required to play in 
fulfilling the terms of the Indo- 
Sri Lankan agreement,” the 


Dissanayake said the question 
of arms surrender was a major 
stumbling block in talks between 
Liberati on T ige.rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas and 
Indian officials. 


Witches say 
they don’t 
need a king 


LONDON, May 14, (Renter): 
Friday proved unpropitious 
forthe witches of the world — 
they could not find a new 
king. 

Aftermeeting in a secret location 
somewherem Britain^ the wit- 
ches council decided against 
' namin g k sfeCcesioV'W iffgh 
priest Vdrbias, also known as 
Alex Sanders, who died last 
week after a 25-year-old 
reign. 

“After ’due consideration, a 
unanimous motion was 
carried that there is no need 
for a king of the witches,” 
high priest Nigel Bourne told 
Reuters. “This is fortunate as 
there is no one properly 
prepared for the role... 

Sanders was spiritual leader to 
about 200,000 witches in 
Britain and up to a milli on 
worldwide. Bourne said, and 
“led the hidden children ofthe 
goddess into the light.” 

He campaigned to make witch- 
craft acceptable after it was 
legalised in Britain in 1951 
and experts say the ancient 
craft is enjoying its biggest 
resurgence here m a century. 

Sanders’ son and heir- apparent, 
Victor is in the United States 
and expected to remain there 
for some tune. “He's 16 and 
doesn't necessarily wish to be 
involved,” the faugh priest 
said. 


Chinese hijackers 
face prosecution 


TAIPEI, May 14, (Reuter): Two 
men who hijacked a Chinese 
Boeing 737 to Taiwan face 
prosecution, but court officials 
said today they would be treated 
leniently because, they were 
“fireedom^eekers.” . / . 

State radio said, the case had . 


Taiwan garrison command, 
which is responsible for infernal 
security. 

Under Taiwan law. 
prosecutors will gather evidence 
and then decide whether to take 
the case to court 

The prosecutorsoffice said the 
motive of the two men was “sim- 
ply to seek freedom” and they 
would be treated leniently, the 
radio reported. 

The hijackers, armed with fake 
handgrenades and a toy pistol, 
took over the plane carrying 107 
passengers ana a crew of 11 asit ' 
new from the southern Chinese 
city of Xiamen to Canton on 
Thursday. ; 

The plane slipped past Chinese 
MiG jets and was intercepted by 
Taiwan fighters who escorted it 
to a. military base. The plane 
returned, to China yesterday after 


the hijackers left the plane. 

. -The International Air Trans- 
port Association (IATA) which 
represents 1 68 commercial 
airlines, called on Taiwan to 
either prosecute the hijackers or 
extradite them to China. 

. “It’s a si tuafion of considera- 
ble interest to^us,” Rodney 
assodafibiaV SedUrity 
chief, said yesterday. -The 
association urges governments 
to discourage air piracy by not 
offering safe havens to lujackers. 

Refuge 

Taiwan's Nationalist govern- 
ment maintains the hijackers 
came to Taiwan to escape what it 
regards as communist tyranny 
and has said they will be given 
refuge. 

. “If we send these people back 
to the mainland we are simply 
sending them back to their 
doom,” government spokesman 
Shaw Yu-Ming told a news con- 
ference yesterday. 

“We cannot condone or 
. encourage hijacking,” he said. 

But he noted that nobody was 
hurt during Thursday's hijack- 
ing, the first, time a Chinese 
civilian airliner has been diverted 
to Taiwan. • . 


Bingo Day 5 
8 38 31 68 



Elegant, Seductive and Lasting Leather Goods. 
Now available in Kuwait at: 


VOGUE 

BOUTIQUE 
Zihra Complex, SeUniyah 
T«f: S744159 


•• • ■ •¥! 

nlSUllll 


with the imtiative presented by 
US Secretary of 'Stale George 
Shultz. 


find worthwhile in this initiative 
-and that winch needs .develop- 
mg.” 

Mubarak said that there are 
some powers in Israel which 
want p eace and want to abandon 
the West Bank in .favour of 
pace. He said that we should not 

lose these forces that want peace, 
emphasising That many thing s 
wouMbearmievedvriimnegotia- 
lionsbegah. 

The President acknowledged 
that Israel opposes any Arab 
country owning efficient and 
powerful weapons and when 
asked about the threats made by 
Israel against the Chinese made 
Saudi long range missiles, said: 
“We should remember that 
Israel is not our custodian.” 

He said that Israel must realise 
that Saudi Arabia is a peace-lov- 
ing country which understands 
that threats will not 'solve the 
-issues. 

“The Israeli threat to Saudi 
Arabia is a threat against all 
Arabs,” Mubarak said, “and 1 
don’t think any Arab country 
wfli accept such a threat.” 

Sale 

Regarding questions that have 
arisen over Egyptian land being 
sold to Zionist companies,'. 
Mubarak said that any land to be 
sold in Egyprwould bea decision 


made by him personally. 

“In this capacity I will be in a 
position to know to whom the 
land will be sold,” he said. 

Speaking about the Egyptian 
economic situation, Mubarak 
said that , while there are many 
difficulties which still face Egypt, 
much has been achieved. 

He acknowledged that the 
large Egyptian population was a 
factor requiring an economic 
solution, saying this would not 
be an easy problem to control. 

Continuing on this issue, the 
President said that Egypt is striv- 
ing to be self-sufficient m food. 

. The President stated that King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia intended 
to visit Egypt but no specific date 
had been fixed for the visit. 

Priorities 

On the issue of establishing 
democracy in Egypt, the Egyp- 
tian President believed as head of 
state this would pose no problem 
as he had both the authority and 
the ability to address the com- 
plexities. 

“Providing jobs to more than 
SO million people, strengthening 
of the economy and eftcOttragiag 
investments and increasing, the 
standard - of living aj^jotfr 
priorities,'" he’ said . 1 

On the questibn of bread sub- 
sidy versus granting increases m 
salaries the President said, the 
real subsidy for bread amounted 
to more than 1.7 trillion Egyptian 
pounds and granting increases 
would benefit only government 
employees. He said cash dis- 
tribution was not feasible as it 
would not reach the really needy 
families. 

“The subsidy, I believe is a 
necessary evil for the presen t and 
hopefully the time will- come 
when these can be removed,” be 
added. 

Airlines 
told not to 
raise fares 

(Continued from Page 1) 

published IATA fare isKDl 62), 
he is not "undercutting”. In 
Dhaka, the price of the tickeL is 
equivalent to KD HO in taka. 

“Actually, be is not undercut- 
ting. He is selling at IATA fares, 
but as applicable in his country of 
origin,'' said one source. 

There is also a “feeling of gen- 
eral mistrust” and “misinter- 
pretation” about the air fare 
.rules in the market, said one 
source. 

Confusion 

He feels that if the shelved Air 
Service Law were implemented, 
the market could be better mon- 
itored. 

The confusion started after 
Air- India first announced its 
derision to hike fares in mid- 
April- Indians in Kuwait have 
formed an action committee to 
figfat the AI air fare hike and are 
to hold a meeting with the Indian 
envoy, N.N, Jha, on Monday. 

The closed-door meeting, 
called by the action committee, 
will deal with AI fare hike and 
would appeal to the Indian 
embassy to intervene on their 
behalf and redress the grievance 
of over 100,000 Indians living in 
Kuwait. Ninety per cent of the 
I ndians would suffer due to the 
airfare hike. 
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^KUWAIT ... GULF 

^lOall for stricter control 


antibiotics policy needed 


■ " Jfjy Jadranka Porter 

lr u^UWAIT is in urgent need of a 

■ \r? ;«ou ad antibiotics policy to ensure 

- 7 V? (he optimal use of the drugs and 

■ '-Vi- to cut down on wastage, accord- 

j n g to Dr Abdulla Assad, the 
director of pharmaceutical 
services. 

"“j. . He called for a stricter control 
in prescribing and dispensing of 
' antibiotics but stressed that 
J.%, extensive research to determine 
; -W the disease patiemin Kuwait and 
r- iv pinpoint the strains of bacteria 
„ 'y.- 1 resistant to antibiotics have to be 
. ■ 1 •>£ conducted first 
‘ Some steps in that direction 

' . have been taken by the setting up 

7. :J’ ol the Drug Information Centre 

1 "--'7, at the Adan hospital but “we 
have not perfected the system 

* - yet'" Assad said. The improper 

* " _j 7 use of drugs such as antibiotics 

takes place, said Assad, when 
.. doctors prescribe them not 
m rs. knowing that a patient is resis- 

•■-1 lant to them. In cases like this 

■■■> V:£„ drugs are wasted and a new 
v. course of treatment has to be 
Sale prescribed. 

- , v He called for a larger poo l of 

Receiving 
r;;rj2 donations 
forZakat 
•T.;*; project 

."[y THEchairpersonofthePalestin- 
..." iao Women Union in Kuwait 
Siham A1 Dabbagh. has said that 
. ! the union will still accept dona- 
'■’< tions for the Zakat project for 
‘‘ . r-: - needy Palestinians. 

At a press conference held 
recently, A1 Dabbagh said the 
union bad approved an educa- 


isfonnation to be established 
with a pharmacist in charge who 
could give physicians up-to-date 
advice, on suitable therapy and 
combination of drugs to be pres- 
cribed bearing in mind the side 
effects and drug interaction. 

A clear-cut policy drawing on 
the -expertise from laboratories, 
clinicians, physicians and phar- 
macists is required, he said. It 
should be based on facts collec- 
ted through research which 
would identify disease patterns 
in Kuwait and the bacteria in 
patients resistant to particular 
drugs. Instances of cross-resis- 
tance, when one patient infects 
another with bacteria resistant to 
a particular drug, should also be 
explored, Assad said. 

Wastage 

Studies and research from 
other countries could be valua- 
ble, he said, but he warned 
against adopting other coun- 
tries’ policies. “The disease pat- 
tern varies from country to coun- 
try. It even varies from one area 
in Kuwait to another. This is why 
we have to do our own research 
and devise ouf own antibiotic 
policy," said Assad. 


“We have to give patients what 
they need in quantity and type** 
he said adding that in some ins- 
tances doctors prescribe larger 
than needed quantities of drugs 
which again leads to wastage. 

Assad pointed out that certain 
amount of drug wastage by the 
Health Ministry is inevitable and 
it usually involves indispensible 
drugs with short shelf life. 
Kuwait is far removed from the 
large drug-manufacturing cen- 
tres and has to keep a stock of 
these drugs for urgent cases. He 
was unable to put a figure to the 
amount of drugs wasted in such a 
way by the Health Ministry. 

Ibrahim Jasun AJ Mudaf, the 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
medicines and medical supplies, 
said drug wasting by the Health 
ministry was kept to a minimum. 
Drugs with short shelf life, he 
said, were shipped to. Kuwait in 
periodic consignments. The 
Ministry's budget for drug 
imports was increased in 1987/88 
from KD14 million to KDI8 
minion. Since the beginning of 
Iraq-lran war Kuwait has main- 
tained an eight-month strategic 
stock of drugs, said A1 Mudaf 


Formation of higher council 
for transport likely soon 


union bad approved an educa- 
tion project for needy students 
and the organisation of a number 


of vocational courses for qualify- 
ing students. 

She said that about 2,000 
Palestinian children were spon- 
sored by the union with tuition 
fees totalling KD200.000 per 
year. She added that the union 
also gives monthly financial ass- 
istance to abo.ut 82 needy 
families. 


A LOCAL -newspaper has 
quoted an official source at the 
Amiri Diwan as saying that an 
Amiri decree will shortly be 
issued announcing the formation . 
of a higher council for transport 
The council would be entrusted 
to draw-up a national transport 
policy aJongwith recommenda- 
tions for its implementation. 

The sources stated the council 
would comprise of members 
from various government auth- 
orities, such as, the Communica- 
tions Ministry, the General Traf- 
fic Department, Kuwait Public 
Transport Company, the Gen- 
eral customs Department and 
the Directorate of Civil Avia- ' 
tion. 

The sources added the council 
would hold two to three meetings 
each year to study proposed 


recommendations prior to for- 
mulating a final draft plan which 
would be presented to' relevant 
government authorities for 
endorsment and execution. 

In another related develop- 
ment authorities have finalised 
drafting a bill to organise the 
overland public transport sector 
and the bill awai ts submission for 
endorsement to the Council of 
Ministers after the Eid holidays. 

The draft bill aims at regularis- 
ing and developing the opera- 
tions of overland transport 
service by way of an overall res- 
tructuring of existing companies 
and establishments. 

The draft bill recommends a 
fine ofKD 1 000 be imposed on all 
operators who do not possess 
valid authorisation. 


Merchant seamen worry about 
next moves in Gulf shipping war 


fiOBKOfiy i+ySSSS)^ 

- are waiting 

next move in a deadly game. 

One question being asked is: 
what will Iran do now, after the 
beating its Navy took last month 
in a battle with US warships? 

For thousands of merchant 
seamen the answer could be a 
matter of life or death. 

“Any sort of violence could 
happen;” said Ernesto Chavez, a 
niipino seaman on shore in this 
Gulf port. “The Americans or 
Iranians could gocrazy again. Or 
the war might just go away.” 

Nothing would surprise 
seasoned sailors who ply the 
waterway past mines, fortified 
islands. Silkworm missiles and 
US, Soviet, British, French and 
Italian warships. 

Protection 

At least 68 merchant seamen 
have been killed this year, some 
by Iraqi jets firing Exocet mis- 
siles from 40 miles away, others 
by Iranian gunboats spraying 
machinegun - bullets from only a 
few metres away. 

Merchant seamen from 
around the globe have been 
dying since 1981 in the name of 
the l ran- Iraq war. ■ 

Some say they are afraid and 
some do not, but all are cynical 
about die international politics 
that put their tankers ana cargo 
ships in the front line with no-one 
to defend them. 

Seamen have long called for 
help and late last month the 
Uni led States answered. It exten- 
ded the protection it already 
offered US-flag ships to neutral 
vessels but not those going to 
Iraqi or Iranian ports. 

Doubte 

But . many shippers have 
doubts about Washington’s 
motives. 

“It *s just another way to brow- 
beat Iran,*’ said a Western ship- 
ping source, who declined to be 
named. 

“The Americans could have 
protected (neutral) ships years 
ago if they wanted to.** He noted 
that the new protection was 


announq5&* T jiisC'1 f days' £flef ‘a 1 flag, the dij 

US-Irainian navalbattle and said, - The. Bri 

‘ G - 

wnicn favour neither side in Americans 
theory, will favour Iraq in prac- pro file, esc< 

tice. Ships a- m< 

• Ships will not be defended if Navy’s 15, 
they are serving Iran or Iraq. “Unlike 
That means Iraq can continue to other navi 

raid tankers carrying Iranian ofl, mines or g< 
which provides nearly 90 per cent ches,” said 

of the country’s export revenue, got no rea 
without risk of US interference. they are do 

Speculate 

But lraq’sown ports are closed plastic-buD 

because of the war. Iran raids its Gulf tas 1 
ships serving Saudi Arabia and ^ near j y - 
other Gulf states that it says sup- jj^, ^ 

. port Baghdad and such attacks w hathapp< 
now risk US retaliation. 

Whatever the reasons for the oniynUw 
sudden US interest in their wel- to j r 

fare, many merchant seamen feel jjut ther 

safer because of it. easing ther 

Iran has not attacked a ship daimed six 
si nee the new policy was announ- - m ^ 

ced on April 29. Jlsgim boats still none 

!*itrol the Strait of Hormuz, confined, 

through which dozens of tankers 
enter the Gulf each day, but have 
done no more than question 
ships by radio. 

Sailors relaxing ashore before • 

starting a voyage up the Gulf can 
only speculate on what will hap- M 

pen if Tehran’s gunboats start 
raiding again. 

Mines 

One thinks the Americans will 
turn a blind eye, afraid of bring 
drawn into a war that Tehran 
says could turn into another ' 

Vietnam. ' 

Another seaman wonders if 
Washington would use the 
excuse to destroy Iran’s Bandar 
Abbas naval base at the mouth of 
iheGulf. 

Diplomats hold similar con- 
versations and say Washington's 
Gulf policy has been anybody's 
guess since its Navy sank or des- 
troyed six Iranian warships on 
April 18. 

Britain and France are review- 
ing their navies* role in the Gulf 
but are unlikely to join the 
Americans in extending protec- 
tion beyond ships with their own 


: The. British, wrath a, much 
smaller ' Gu^f fleet .ffia^VX&e 
Americans' and a Tower public! 
pro file, escort about 60 merchant 
ships a- month against the US 
Navy’s 15, shipping sources say. 

“Unlike the Americans, the 
other navies haven’t run into 
mines or got into shooting mat- 
ches,” said a diplomat. They’ve 
got no reason to change what 
they are doing.” 

Britain currently has a des- 
troyer, two frigates and three 
plastic-hulled minesweepers in 
its Gulf task force. The US Navy 
has nearly 30 ships. 

Iraq could hold the key to 
what happens now in the water- 
way, seamen fed, with Tehran 
only raiding neutral ships in res- 
ponse to Iraqi shipping attacks. 

But there is no sign of Iraq 
easing the pressure. Baghdad has 
claimed six hits on naval targets 
in the past two weeks, though 
none has been independently 



The Minister of Electricity and Water Dr Komoud Al Rqobah has signed a contract valued at 
KD2y426,665 with a British consultant in cooperation with a local firm INCO. The contract 
pertains to the preparation of predevelopment engineering consultative studies for the 
Subfya sub-station project 


Cabinet to discuss 
permanent residence 


A LOCAL newspaper quoting 
official government sources, said . 
the Council of Ministers intends 
dismissing a draft" proposal for 
granting .Arab residents in 
Kuwait occupyingkey posts fora 
long time the privilege of an open 
residence visa or permanent stay 
permit. 

The Council of Ministers 
would simultaneously study 
another draft proposal permit- 
ting Arab citizens holding per- 
manent stay permits the right to 
own fiats or residential accom- 
modations, at the rate of one flat 
or residential unit, be it a govern- 
ment house or a villa. The sour- 
ces said it is very likely the Coun- 
cil of Ministers would endorse 

Kuwait’s 
role lauded 

ACCORDING to a recent scien- 
tific study. Kuwait has played a 
major role in the organisation of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
structure. -* 

The study, conducted by Saudi 
Prince Nawaf Bin Abdul Aziz Al 
Saud for his Masters degree 
thesis, showed that the structure 
of the GCC was influenced by 
HH the Amir, who was at the 
time of the GCCs inception, the 
crown prince^ and the United 
ArabJEmirates President, Sheikh 
j&ttPdBift&dtftPtAI Nabsyan. 

- According to- the study. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed called in 
1976 for the establishment of a 


these proposals before the end of 
this year. 

The same sources added that 
an ad-hoc ministerial committee 
had earlier looked into this 
proposal, but had to call off its 
activity following the develop- 
ments in the country and the 
region. The ad-hoc committee 
had hoped the study would be 
resumed at an appropriate date. 

The sources said that the 
criteria would be: Arab nation- 
ality, legal residence in the coun- 
try for 1S-20 years continuous 
good conduct without any 
criminal record or being convic- 
ted of any moral or other offen- 
ces. 

Judgement 

reversed 

THE Court of Appeal reversed a 
judgement passed by 'the 
criminal court against a mother 
who killed her own son. The 
court refrained from passing any 
sentence, provided sbesubmitted 
to a pledge of good conduct for 
one year. 

Informed sources stated that 
the Criminal Court which looked 
into the case a few months ago, 
accused her of premeditated mur- 
der. The Appeal Court, however, 
based its judgement on the 
ground that the mother did not 
intend to killbenson, but, only to 
punish him. The mother repor- 
ted that the child habitually came 


national organisation in the Gulf 1 die night, smoked cigaret- 

area to integrate political, econ- j tes and did not heed her repea ted 


omic, educational and infor- 
mational activities among the six 
member states. 

The study quoted sources as 
saying that the Gulf Summit 
Conference held in Makkah and 
Taif in January 1981, approved 
the Kuwait paper recommend- 
ing the establishment of the Gulf 
Council which would later lead 
to the regional Gulf Cooperation 
Council. 

Omani envoy 

COMMERCE and Industry 
Minister Faisal Al Khalid yester- 
day -v received Oman’s Ambas- 
sador to Kuwait Abdullah Bin 
Mahamed Al Kheroussi, on the 
occasion of the end ofhis mission 
here. 


warnings to stop these bad 
habits. One day she derided to 
punish him with a severe beating 
and tied him with a rope around 
his neck to the window metal 
bars. This was the cause of death. 

The Criminal Court had sen- 
tenced her to 10 years imprison- 
ment to be followed by deporta- 
tion which sentence has now 
been reversed by the Court of 
Appeal. 

Eid Milan 

THE ambassador, officers and 
staff members of the Pakistan 
embasy will have an Eid Milan 
from 9.00 to I L00 am at the 
embassy on the second day of 
Eid. Pakistani nationals wishing 
to join are welcome. 


Bangkok flights 
stay suspended 

KUWAIT Airways flights to 
Bangkok and Manila will remain 
suspended until security on the 
route is reviewed, an airline 
spokesman said yesterday. 

The /lights were halted after 
Arab gunmen hijacked a 
Kuwaiti airliner en route from 
Bangkok to Kuwait on April 5 
and killed two Kuwaiti passen- 
gers before finally releasing their 
remaining hostages in Algiers 1 6 
days later. 

The airline originally said 
flights would restart early in 
May. Its flights on other Asian 
routes, which were also suspen- 
ded. have now resumed, the 
spokesman said. 

Left 

In Rabat, American Deputy 
Secretary of Stale John White- 
head disclosed that the US now 
believes that the nine hijackers 
have now left Algeria. 

Whitehead, on a current lour 
to a number of Arab countries in 
North Africa, said: “It seems 
that the hijackers have freely left 
Algeria and from now on they 
will not be arrested and will not 
stand a trial.” 

Whitehead's statement came 
after his visit to Algeria earlier in 
the week. He said he was told by 
Algerian officials that the hijack- 
ers have left Algeria. 

Moon-sighting 
Committee meeting 

KUWAIT*? Ministry -of Justice 
announced that the Moon-sight- 
ing Committee will meet at the 
Ministries Complex in Murqab 
at 8.30 pm tonight. 

The committee will receive 
information from those who 
were able to sight the crescent of 
the moon For the first day of the 
Sbawal month. 
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ROYAL COURT 

Amiri audience 

HH the Amir yesterday received HH the Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah. 

Amiri cable 

HH the Amir yesterday sent a cable of congratulations to 
Paraguay's President on the occasion of his country's National 
Day. 

Crown Prince audiences 

HH Crown Prince and Premier. Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah, 
yesterday received in his office at the Council of Ministers the Oil 
Minister, Sheikh Alt Al Khalifa Al Atobi, the State Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs, Rashed Abdul Aziz Al Rushed, the State Minister for 
Municipal Affairs Mohammed Abdul Mohsen Al Rifai and the 
Minister of Public Health, Dr Abdul Razzak Yousef A! Abdul Razzak. 

Sheikh Saad later received, adviser to HH the Amir. Abdul Aziz 
Hussein and Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait. Saeed Mahmoud 
Rifbat who conveyed a message to Sheikh Saad from ihe Prime 
Minister of Egypt, Dr Atef Sitikl. 


KUWAIT PRESS DIGEST 

Arab summit will not be 
complete without Egypt 

A KUWAITI daily yesterday stressed that the next Arab summit, to be 
held in Algiers next month, will not be complete, os long os Egypt 
remains isolated from interests of the Arab nation emphasising 
that Egypt is a vital part for establishing peace and tranquility in the 
area. 

“We're mistaken if we believe that the upcoming summit in 
Algiers could be a centre of understanding and conformity and a 
starttawards the most positive stations for joint Arabactioa*' Al Rai 
Al Aam said in a front-page editorial. 

The daily said that in between the Amman summit and the 1 
awaited one in Algiers, many developments have descended upon 
the Arab region, spearheaded by the five-month-long Palestinian 1 
uprising in the occupied territories, which motivated US Secretary 
of State George Shultz to conduct three shuttle tours of the Mideast I 
and pushed the Israelis into assassinating late Palestinian leader 
Khalil AiWazir. 

It further added that the war of the cities between Iraq and Iran, the 
hijack of the Kuwaiti airliner and the US-lranian naval confrontation 
in the Gulf not too long ago were also among events that puts the 
area on the top of an erupting volcano. 

Discussing issues which the next summit must deal with 
effectively, Al Rai Al Aam noted that the escalation in the Palestinian 
revolt and repressive Israeli measures to crush it down must top the 
list of the summit's agenda. 

Relating to the nearly eight-year-old Iraq-lran war, the daily said 
lhaf there has been a great deal of time to decide a speedy end to it 
adding that all signs indicate that the superpowers are not in a 
hurry to resolve this issue, norths Palestinian cause for that matter. 

Concluding its comment the daily wonders about the role of toe 
forthcoming summit in endorsing a clear stance toward these 
issues and whether it will be able to realise a formula of 
understanding that will guarantee a safe exit from toe crisis and 
force toe two great powers to shoulder their responsibilities toward 
toe region's peace. 1 

Red Crescent Society HQ 


A CONTRACT for constructing 
a permanent headquarters for 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
was signed here on Thursday 
night. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by the society’s chair- 


man Abdul Aziz Hamad Al 
Saqer, board members and a 
representative for the bureau 
that designed the building. 

The Kuwaiti dinar 1.642,000 
project is scheduled to be com- 
pleted within 365 days. 


EID PRAYERS 

The Bangladesh Association, Kuwait, will 
hold the Eid-ul-Fitr prayer at 6:30 am at the 
playground in between Tanzifco and Weil Al- 
Nusif Co. camps in Sabhan ( North ) . His 
Excellency , the Ambassador of Bangladesh , 
along with other Embassy members are 
likely to attend the prayer . All Bangladeshis 
are requested to attend. 
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Advanced HITACHI TV series 


Gives you nature in its true colours. 

★ 1 5 systems 

★ Surfs all TV systems in the world. 

★ Infra-red operated remote control. 

★ One remote control for botti TV and video. 

★ Two speakers. 

Hitachi TVs : Technology of the future available to you now! 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Food Company in Kuwait r^uires a 
Female Receptionist cum Cashier for ttieir 
Indian Restaurant Chain. 

Essential requirements are: 

★ Indian national 

★ Presentable appearance - -J- 

★ Good command of Bnglish/Arabic languages 

★ High school education 

★ Should be willing to work late hours 

Excellent woriring conditions and compensation wHt 
be offered to the Ideal candidates 

Call for interne*? 5730764 
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CMT1410 


CMT2110 


CMT2410 


General Agent: HAMAD ABDALLAH AL-ESSA & SONS CO. 
Kuwait : Fahad Al-Salem street _Tel. 2412894/6 

Muthana Complex, Fahad Al Salem SL, Tel 2430757 

Fahaheel :Dabous street. Tel. 918083 

Maintenance Shouweikh.Ghazafi street -Tel. 833921 
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G PLACES 


KES holds Speech Day 


THE Kuwuu English School 
(KES) recently held their 
annual Speech Day at the 
school premises. The annual 
prize-giving for seniors was 
also held. 

1 he Head of the Senior 
Department. John Mitchell, 
welcomed the guests of honour, 
Kuwait University Vice-Rec- 
tor AbduJJa Bishara. and Brit- 
ish Consul Larry Banks. 

KES chairman, Jassim Al 
j Sudduh. opened the ceremony 
and commented on the British 
education system ‘going hand 
in hand to ensurc~Arab and 
Islamic neritasc." It was also 


mentioned that the GCSE 
examination has been officially 
recognised by Kuwait Univer- 
sity. 

The musical interlude was 
provided by the school band 
and the Arabic choir. KES 
Head Boy Stewart and Head- 
girl Brigitta Schluet recited 
Desidirata. 

School principal Rhoda 
Muhmood, in her closing 
remarks, paid tribute to the 
students, parents and staff of 
the school. Mrs Muhmood 
expressed her appreciation to 
John Mitchell, who is returning 
to Scotland after four years in 
Kuwait. 



TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 
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The senior choir presents a song on the Speech Day 


C? A 11 entries for the What’s On column must be handed over 
personally to Events Section, from 12 noon to 4 pm, at the 
Arab Times Office in Shuwaikh. Photographs will also be 
considered for publication. Phoned-in entries will not be 
accepted. 


o. . ' * 


Abdullah Bishara presents a prize to a student 


Ballerina 

girls 

MORE than 30 girls between 
the ages of three and-a-haiT and 
12, last week took part in the 
second annual ballet show. 
Ballerina Girls, held at the 
Messilah Beach Hotel. 

They were taught dance by 
Diana Law, the hotel's ballet 
teacher. Eight numbers were 
performed including a routine 
to nursery rhymes. Grade 1 and 
n dancing and a variation of 
Richard Clayderman's music. 
The grade I and II girlsdid their 
interpretation of a Strauss 
Waltz. The grade HI Ballet 
dancers performed a romantic 
number to Romeo and Juliet. 
Two solos were- danced with 
sabina Bagyura performing to 
Qui Ma and Annali Rushton 
dancing to Ballerina Girl. The 
finale included ail the 
ballerinas. 
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! ASK banquet 

{tHE American School. 
Kuwait (ASK) recently held 
| their annual Activities Awards 
j Banquet at the SAS Hotel's 
■ Tent. More than 300 parents, 
students, teachers, sponsors 
and ministry officials attended. 

! Students were awarded for out- 
! standing performance in 
sports, music and drama. 

The speakers for the evening 
were Mrs Vickie Snnlucci of the 
Fine Arts Department of ASK 
and Roger Du tremble, coach 
of the Kuzma Club's Cham- 
pionship Basketball Team. 


Above: ASK Superintendent Dr Brian McCauley, Activity 
Director Fritz Cameron and the speakers Mrs Santucci and 
Dutremble. Below: some ASK students who attended the 
banquet 



CINEMA TODAY 


Al bhaab Pharmacy 
Fa !id Al Salem St. 

AIT.tlal Pharmacy 
Opp Education Ministry. 
Hiiuli Si. 

Hawaii! and Nugra 
Al I khlus Pharmacy 
Opp. Andalus. Beirut St. 

Salmiva and Rumaithiya 
Al S.irn.th Pharmacy 
Salem Al Mubarak Si. 
Fahahet-I and Ahmadi 
Abu Hl.iifa Pharmacy 
Coast Road.. F'hcd 
Jlceb Al Shiyookh 
Al W:\hran Pharmacy 
Souk Si. 

.l-ahra 

Al Noor Pharmacy 
Abdul Aziz Nasrullah 
Bldg.. Maiafi Si. 


Al Andalus 

Hot Shots 

Al Sabniya 

Down and Out in Beverly 

Hills 

Drive-In 

Hasna Wa Amalqah 
(Arabic) 

Starring: Huwaida. Hikmai 
Wahba. Fuad Sharf Uddin 

Al Hamra 

Karakoun Fi AJ Sharah 
(Arabic) 

Starring! Adel Imam, Yusra 
Al Flrdoos 

Kabhi Kabhi(Hindi) 
Starring: Amitabh Bach- 
chan. Raakhee 
Fahabeel Open-Air 

Kanoon Kanoon Hai 
(Hindi) 


AJ Fahabeel 

Enforcer 

AlJahra 

Mazloom (Hindi) 

Granada - 

Naya Zamana (Hindi) 

Sutoibikfaat 

Legal Eagle 

Al Jleeb 

Rareeram (Malayalam) 
Ahmadf Drive-In 
Tiger Joe 


PRAYERS 

Fajr 

Zubr 1 

Asr 

Maghreb 
Is ha 


3.25 am 
11.44 
3.20 pm 
634 
8.01 



WARNING 

Mr. Santosh Singh Jhaj — 
Indian national — passport 
No. V-266434 


| The above-named person's sen/ices were 
| terminated by this company on 1.3.1 988. His 
1 residence permit is about to be cancelled and 
| he is requested to come to the BMB Personnel 
Department to finalise outstanding matters as 
| early as possible. 

&! Anyone knowing his whereabouts is 

requested to contact telephone No. 4818638 / 
4818685 . 



Above and below, two ballerinas Ip the dancing mood 
(Photos by Raed Qutaina) 



KTV1 


1.00 Holy Quran 

1.10 Cartoons: Tao Tao 

1.30 Magazine D’Ac- 
tualite 

2.00 Zahrat Al Saif: his- 
torical serial 

3.00 On Ramadan: guests 
are Dr. Abdullah 
Shihata, Dr. Abdul 
SuboorShahiD 

3.35 Al Jarooh: last 
episode of Arabic 
serial 

4.45 Sanawat Al Sabar: 
daily serial, featuring 
Suhair Al Murshidi, 
Magdi Wabba. 
Hamdi Ahmad, 
George Seedham 

5.30 Hadith Deeni: 

religious talk 

6.30 Mumlikat Al 
Hai wan: cartoon 

6.45 After Iftar 

7.00 Madinat Al Riyahi 
children’s serial, 
starring Khalid Al 
ObakL Abdul Rah- 
man Al AqaJ, Jassam 
Nabhan, .Moham- 
mad Jaber, Huda 
Hussein 


WHAT’SON 


ARTS _ 

Bouahahri Gallery 

Watercolour paintings by 
Yugoslav artist Jovica Prodan- 
ovic will be exhibited at the 
Boushahri Gallery, Salem Al 
Mubarak St , Salmiya, from 
Mav 23, 830 am to 12.30 pm 
ana 4 to 8.40 pm. 


THEATRE 

Kuwait Players 

Tonight. 7.30 



Wonted 

Accountant 

for 

Jewellery Shop 

with experience and 
transferable residence 
permit. 

Telephone 2442174 
(9.30am to 1.00 pm 
7.30 pm to 10.00 pm) 


Tonight. 7.30 pm, is the last 
performance of Antidote — a 
Kuwait Players show of quick 
fixe .adult comedy sketches, at 
the Universal American 
School, Salwa- Tickets KD3. 
For reservations call 5613465; 
56 10925 (pm) or 56 1 1 546 (pm). 
NatyaBharati 

Natya Bharati, a group of 
Indian amate ur d ramatis ts, will 
present a Hindi play. Under- 
secretary, a comedy, on May 
18, 7 pm at the Indian Arts 
Circle auditorium. Passes are 
available from the IAC or call 

~4880965of2644863r 

KuwaJiSingera - 

- • • “Sougsfor a Summer Even- - 
mg” is the title of a concert by 
the Singers. It will be held on 
May 3 1 and June 1 at the UAS, 
Salwa. Tickets — KD2. For 
reservations ring 3940770 ext 
57; 5384873; 5740627 (answer- 
ing service). 

KLT 

KJLT, Ahmadi, will present 
Brigadoon, a musical, on June 
1, 7.30 pm, gala night. Further 

J erformances are at 8. 1 5 pm on 
one 7, 8 and 9 and at 5.30 pm 
on June 2,3. Tickets KD 3. 
j Children — KD2. For reserva- 
1 tions ring 3983724.' 


8.00 Nazrai Alai Alam: 
Cultural film 

8.15 DiwaniyatShuaraAl 
Nabt: poetry session 

9.00 Dairat Al Khair: 
religious programme 

9.30 Ramadan Contest: 
hosted by Huda Hus- 
sein 

10-00 News in Arabic 

11.00 Musafir Bila 

Hawaiyya: local 

serial, featuring 
Ghanen Al Saleh. 
Hayat Al Fahad 

12.00 Saber Ya Umm 
Saber: late night 
serial 

1.00 Shahad Athbat: 
Arabic film, starring 
Mahmoud Yassen, 
Maali Zayed, 
Ahmad Rateb. 

2.20 News Summary/ 
Holy Quran/ Closed- 
own 

KTV2 ~ 


8.00 Holy Quran 
8 JO The Care Bears: car- 
toons 

8.30 Danger Bay: a pilot 
suffers a heart attack 

NatyaFauJ 

A Bengali social drama 
“Haire Dinar (Endless Cry) 
will be staged at Fintas Camp, 
Mahbola, on May 1 8, 8.30 pm. 
All Bangladeshis are welcome. 

SOCIAL 

Open-House for 

Bangladeshis 

The Bangladesh Ambas- 
sador will hold an open-house 
on Eid day from 10 am to 12 
noon in Mishref, Block 6. 
House 58, Road 6. All Ban- 
gladeshis are welcome. 

Labaran — Open House 

On the occasion of 
‘Lebaran,' the Indonesian 
Ambassador and Mrs 
Djamaluddin Joeda will hold 
an open house on the first day 
of Eid Al Fitr, from 10am to 2 
'pm, at their residence in Surra, 
Block 6. Street 9, Villa 3. All 
Indonesians are welcome. 
Summer Affair 88 
The Weekend Club will host 
Summer AfTair 88 at the 
Regency Palace Hotel on Mon- 
day night. Music by Next of 
Kin, Top Ranks and Apaches. 
— Ar-beauty-cum-talenl contest ~ 
■ (to select Summer Queen 88) 
.'will- be held; lots of surprises, 
and prizes. Dinner features 
Indian and Continental 
cuisine. For reservations call 
Hilary — 5740933. 

YMGA Holiday Special 
The Young Mens’ Cricket 
Association (YMCA) will hold 
the Holiday Special on May 1 7, 
Messilah Beach Hotel. High- 
lights are music by Top Ranks 
with special competitions such 
as Made for Each Other Con- 
test, Funky King and Queen. 
For reservations contact Lancy 
— 4814914, 9 am to 4 pm, 
398 1 790; 39295 1 8, 5 to 8 pm. 


while flying his plane 

9.00 News in English 

9.40 Islamic Horizon: 
"The Forty Hadith” 

10.00 Islam and Muslims 
Around the World; 
Muslims in Aus- 
tralia. A Look at the 
life of the small min- 
ority of Muslims in 
Australia 

10.40 Flying Doctors; One 
more emergency 
occurs in the desen 
as the doctors 
exchange their duty 

11.30 Together We Stand: 
mother leaves town 
ofraholidayand the 
kids are told to look 
afler themselves 

12.00 Best-Seller: “Hold 

the Dream". Sean 
and Paula fall in love 
Starring: Jenny 

Seagrove and 
Deborah Kerr 

1.30 News Summary/ 
Magazine D’Ac- 
l iialile/ Closedown 

Please note that prog- 
rammes and timings ore 

liable to change without 

notice. 


Mushaira 

The Halqae Shaoor-oAdab, , 
a literary society, will hold a 
poetry evening — mushaira — 
on May 19, Thursday, at the 
home of Abdal Ghaffar 
Naseer. M.D. Khan will be the 
chief guest and Omer Khatab 
Irani will preside. 

May Queen 

The May Queen will be crow- 
ned at the Sheraton Hotel, 
Grand Ballroom, on May 16. 
City Lights and Stepping 
Stones in attendance. Highlight 
of theevening is a fashion show 
by Tapati Ray. The event has 
been organised by the Kuwait 
Goans .Association. 

SPORTS 

Basketball Clinic 

A clinic for basketball 
referees (only Filipinos) will be 
held on May 15, Sunday, at 6 
pm in the Mabuhay Res- 
taurant. For details phone 
Bong Melencio — 4877793. 

Young Goans Association 

Seven-a-side football tour- 
nament on May 17, Al Sour 
Ground. Draw on same day at , 

Z30 am Tournament begins at j 

7.45 am. For details contact j 
Almeida on 48 1 374. j 

Mini-Olympics 

The Filipino Mini-Olympics 
will be held on May I7,7anuat 
the Keifan stadium. Games 
include basketball, volleyball, 
lawn tennis, table tennis, darts. 
Ham a and bowling. All events, 
except bowling, will be held at 
Keifan. Bowling will be held at 
the Silver Tower bowling lanes. 
Lawn tennis takes place at the 
Qadsiya Club, Hawalti. Spec- 
tators are requested to bring 
Kapilku ID cards for easy 
entry. For details call Bong 
Melencio —4877793. 





Adolf joins 
Top Ranks 

THE popular Goan singer 
Adolf Fernandes (above), will 
perform at the Weekend Club's 
show, SummeT Affair 88, on 
Monday night. 

Adolf, who is a familiar face 
at local hotels, began his career 
in 1968 and performed exten- 
sively in Calcutta. Hyderabad, 
Bangalore and Bombay. In 
Kuwait, he has sung with Class 
Act, High Frequency and par- 
ticipated in two rock concerts. 
Adolf recently joined Top 
Ranks. 


Turkish 

Embassy 

announcement 

A reception will be . 
held on the first day 
of Eid Al-Fitr, at the 
embassy premises, 
for the Turkish 
community from 
12.00 noon to 1.00 
pm. 


The following personnel have left Al Mulla Group's employment: 


Sr.No. Names 


Ahmed Abdul Jablr Ibrahim 
Shaikh Bawa Ameer Been 
SusarlQ Dbcrmo Rao 
Kedare Yljaykumar Jagannath 
Rojo Masud Iqbal 
Mohd Mumtaz Choudhry 
Qamar Perraiz Qhutam Nab! 
Marciano E. Catindlg Jr. 


Nationality 

Jordanian 

Indian 

Indian 

Indian 

Pakistani 

Pakistani 

Pakistani 

Hflpfno 


Passport No. 
A 800737 
B 870130 
A 096047 
7834485 
A6 849201 
B 630208 
C 574398 
KT 281826 


They are hereby requested to call at our Personnel Department for cancellation/ 
transfer of their residence permits. The company will cancel their residence permits 
after 2 weeks from the date of this advertisement and will not be responsible for any 
legal aspects related to them. 



On purchasing your 
ATM 2600 male sure that It is a 
genuine one tram 
aBxnuIlnli by checking 
the logo printed 
onftepadagtng. 
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World’s number one pollutant 


Lead: silent killer poisoning unborn babies 


By Lyiida Black 

; ITS the invisible killer that 
cannot be touched lasted or 
seen. Yet all over the world 
j millions of people are at risk 
from its deadly effects. 

Even tiny babies are at risk 
while still in the womb... from 
the world’s worst pollution 
hazard — lead. Scientists say 
the womb acts as a “sink" 
which collects the lead absor- 
bed by the mother. 

11 cab cause menial and 
physical retardation, congen- 
ital deformities, and still-bir- 
ths. I t has even been biazned for 
the violence In today's societies. 

Prof Derek Bryce-Smith a 
leading British scientist and 
professor of Organic Chemis- 
try at Reading University, in 
Berkshire, is one of two top 
scientists in the world's only 
team researchig the deadly 
pollutant. 

He says: “We are producing 
poisoned babies. And the great 
majority ofbabies are affected. 
Lead really is the world's num- 
ber one pollutant and has been 
delected even in -the furthest 
reaches of the earth . 

“The dust in our cities is so 
high in 'lead content that it 
could be used as low-grade ore. 
Our whole environment is con- 
taminated with lead and it is 
poisoning our brains. 

“In a big American survey of 
over SO factors leading to heart 
disease, the environment 
proved the biggest culprit. 

“They also discovered that 
violent prisoners in American 
jails had .& high lead content in 
their bodies, compared with the 
pop- violent prisoners. A lot of 
people are in over-crowded 
prison cells simply because 
their. Jhrains aren't, working 
properly... and it's all down to 

] Extensive research carried 
out by Prof. Bryoe-Smith and 
his colleague. Dr Neil Ward, of 
the University of Surrey, have 
uncovered frightening statis- 
tics. 

Professor Bryce-Smith 
explains: “In a recent study, we 
looked at 100 normal births in 
Barnsley, Yorkshire, and every 
one had lead levels sufficiently 
hugh to cause some sort of post- 


asers 


stones 

Lasers are offering the pros- 
pect of dealing with even the 
most difficult kidney stones 
under a local anaesthetic on a 
day care basis. 

Less than ten years ago suf- 
ferers had to endure excruciat- 
ing pain and face the al teraati ve 
of a wait in the hope that the 
stones would pass spontan- 
eously or submit to serious sur- 
gery that typically involved a 
ten to 14-day stay in hospital, 
followed by a period of con- 
valescence. 

The scene began, to change in 
1980 with the arrival of a new 
method of using shockwaves to 
shatter the stones in the body. 
This early form of shockwave 
lithotripsy involved putting 
anaesthetised patients into a 
harness and lowering them into 
a bath where shockwaves were 
fired through the water to shat- 
ter the stones into tiny pieces. 

The more recent technique of 


Professor Derek Bryce-Smith has been carrying out research into the 
harmful effects of lead for the past 12 years. Now he says that even 
unborn children are in peril from die pollution pumped into the atmos- 

phere by car exhausts 


natal mal-development. In 
other words the babies mental 
progress could well be hin- 
dered. It's the same for rural 
areas, too, although the 
damage can be more subtle. 

“There’s also reasons to 
believe that lead poisoning 
causes low academic 
achievement and' anti-social 
behaviour. The links between 
lead poisoning and criminal 
behaviour are becoming 
clearer.” 

Lead is belched out into the 
atmosphere by factories ‘from 
almost every seclo r of industry. 

Poisoned 

In the past people were 
poisoned by lead pipes carrying 
drinking water, pencils and 
lead-based paints. Today the 
biggest cause of lead poisoning 
is through airborne lead from 
car exhaust fumes. Over 80 per 
cent of lead in the atmosphere 
comes from the millions of cars 
and lorries all round the world 

ProL Bryce-Smith says: 
“there have been small respon- 
ses to eradicate lead. They have 
done away with' lead-based 
paints, lead soldiers, lead pip- 
ing and lead solders on c ann ed 
foods. 

“But leaded petrol is not 
needed for any car. The present 
unleaded fuel is unsuitable for 
cars because the oil industry 
has formulated a technically 
inferior product in the hope 
that Lbe lack of lead would be 
blamed. Meanwhile the brains 
of unborn babies are being 
sacrificed to save the face of oil 
companies. 

“Lead makes' children 
stupid. And it's hot something 
that is affecting the small min- 
ority — it's all children. Indus- 
try has got to realise that it is 
dealing with something very 
dangerous and it is having an 
effect on more than one genera- 
tion. For everyone's sakes they 
have got to stop using lead." 

Even worse is the way babies 
still in their mother’s worn bean 


be damaged. 

Prof. Bryce-Smith adds: “It 
was believed that the placenta 
protected the foetus from har- 
mful substances, but that is not 
the case with lead. Our research 
shows that it does not prevent 
the flow of lead from mother to 
child. 

“We sLudied a number of 
still-born babies in Birmin- 
gham and Oxford in England, 
and our tests revealed that .all 
had lead in their bones. Lead is 
a bone-seeking poison. We 
found that the levels ranged 
between five and 10 units which 
is much higher than in normal 
babies. Levels of up to four 
units are considered dan- 
gerous. 

“We also discovered that 
they had a deficiency of zinc, 
which is important for most 
body processes. High lead con- 
tent and low zinc content are a 
very dangerous combination. 

“From a mother's point of 
view smoking is very harmful 
for the baby, too. it not only 
effects the child's birth weight, 
but it poisons it with cadmium 
which is a by-product of refined 
lead ore. 

“We published the results in 
a leading medical journal but 
there was very little response. 
The medical profession hasn’t 
really studied the causes of still- 
birth. The mother is usually 
told that it's an act of God and 
to go away and have another 
baby. What we are trying to do 
is to prevent this from happen- 
ing at all." 

Prof. Bryce-Smith ’s research 
has made him extremely 
unpopular with leading indus- 
trialists in the oil and lead 
industries. 

He recalls: *‘I have suffered a 
lot of personal attacks, but I 
think they now recognise that I 
am not wrong. I am 100 per cent 
sure about my research. If any- 
thing, I have been a little over- 
cautious in my findings." 

But his work has brought 


him recognition by the Royal 
Society ofChemistxy, who have 
awarded him a silver medal for 
his research. 

For Britain, Professor 
Biyce-SmiLh says, is one of the 
countries furthest behind in the 
safety regulation stakes. 

He adds: “It has long been 
recognised that women 
employed in the lead industries 
have ah increased risk of giving 
birth to still-born or small 
babies. 

“It first came to light when 
women were brought into work 
in the munitions factories dur- 
ing the First World War. 

“Then in 1983 the British 
Health and Safety Executive 
introduced regulations that the 
lead levels for women in the 
lead industry should be half 
that of men. It is currently 
around 80 units for men and 40 
for women. But that is still not 
safe enough. , 

“We have also found 
evidence that exposure of a 
male to lead poisoning can 
cause changes in the sperm. It 
can cause a baby to be bom 
with some sort ofdisadvantage. 
So although some sort of 
protection has been introduced 
for women it totally ignores the 
well-being of fathers. ” 

Prof. Bryce-Smitb’s 
curiosity in lead was first 
aroused 34 years ago. when he 
was a research worker at King's 
College, Oxford. 

Herecaiis:“I wanted to carzy 
out tests on lead, but I couldn’t 
find any of the manufacturers 
listed in the researchers' hand- 
book, 1 thought it extremely 
odd. even then. 

“Eventually, I managed to 
track down one manufacturer. 
1 wrote to ask if I could have 
some lead for testing and they 
said they would send someone 
down to talk to me. 

“He came all the way to 
Oxford to explain why they- 
couldn't let even researchers 
handle the lead substance — 



High-technology in the operating room. A doctor uses laser-beam equipment in a kidney 
operation. 


using a local anaesthetic and 
simply sending shockwaves 
through a water-filled bag laid 
a gains t the patient's back, sim- 
plified the treatment! but failed 
to fragment many of the stones 
impacted in the wall of the 
ureter rather than in the kidney 
itself. 

But now research and 
development work at London’s 
Institute of Urology and the 
London Stone Clinic has 
shown that the laser can over- 
come this problem. A com- 
parative trial involved 150 suf- 
ferers being treated by laser at 


the institute, with 150 others 
having their stones smashed by 
the more traditional methods 
at the clinic. 

The results showed that the 
laser produced a better overall 
success rate varying from 60 per 
cent to 90 per cent depending 
on the type of stone. And Mal- 
colm Coptcoat, lasertripsy 
expert at the institute, says the 
more important finding was 
tha t for stones in lower ureter, 
lasertripsy w?s better at frag- 
menting calculi and caused less 
damage to surrounding tissue 
than other methods. 


Mr Coptcoat says the new 
treatment is safe because the 
pulsed dye laser used can be 
tuned to the specific wavelen- 
gth of the stone. He explained: 
“If you use therightfrequency, 
it is absorbed by the stone and 
not by the ureter walk” 

As the pulsed laser light is 
absorbed by the stones, sound- 
waves are produced through a 
photo-acoustic coupling effect 
which creates a pulse of energy. 
It is this pulse, rather than the 
vaporisation created by many 
medical laser techniques, that 
fragments the stones. 


: „„„ include several types of 

F £ffiN D B SSE£, R EXERCISE IN FITNESS 

- programme 


QUESTION: Isn't exercise just getting your 
heart to beat rapidly, or is there more to it - 

ANSWER: There is more to it, indeed, 
much more! Perhaps some explanations pf 
the types of exercise will help. . 

There are several types of exercise, and a 
good exercise programme should give you 
some of each kind each week. The goals of 
exercise are lo strengthen muscles, improve 
cardiovascular health and increase joint 
flexibility. 

Aerobic .exercise is any continuous 
vigorous -exercise. As you exercise 
aerobically, your lungs do more with less 
effort, your, heart becomes stronger and 
your .endurance improves. Running 
cycling, swimming and brisk walking are all 
aerobic exercises. To get the most from an 
aerobic exercise, exercise continuously 
without rest periods for 20 to 30 minutes a i 
least three times a week. „ - . . 

Anaerobic exercises — tennis, handoan 
and runningsprinls — ■ involve a short burst 
of activity followed by a recovery penod. 
They put a sudden high demand on the heart 

.and lungs. ... - - 


Strength -building exercises can be 
isometric or isotonic. Isometric exercises 
build strength by pitting one group of mus- 
cles against another or against something 
unyielding. Isometrics are no longer recom- 
mended because the lack of movement can 
result in joint stiffening. This type of exercise 
also increases pressure in the chest and may 
cause dizziness or fainting. Isotonic exer- 
cises build strength by having muscles move 
weight through a full range of motion. These 
exercises help maintain muscle mass, body 
proportions and good posture. Weight-lift- 

ingisisotorucexerrise, as arepush-ups, pull- 

ups and sit-ups, where the weight of the 
body is being lifted or moved.- - 

QUESTION: What is a "chigger bite"? Is 

it dangerous? .. „ . 

- ANSWER: The "chigger bite is not 
really an insect bite but is caused by many 
types — as many as 2,500 varieties in the 
United Statesalone— of mite larvae. It’s the 
combination of the digestive enzymes 
secreted by the mite larvae and the host 
reaction thatcreates the typical “bite." Such 


bites usually are not really dangerous but 
some reactions to them can be toxic in 
certain people highly allergic to them. 

Chiggers feed on dissolved skin cells (not 
on blood as many believe). They drop off the 
skin usually in a very short period of time 
and often are scratched off rather quickly. 
Nevertheless, a reddish, swollen spot will 
appear where the chigger bit, and intense 
itching usually occurs which can last for 
about seven to 10 days. 

Unfortunately, chiggers are found during 
warm weather just about everywhere in the 
country on vegetation such as grass, shrubs, 
trees. Prevention is the best treatment, and a 
good insect repellent, applied liberally 
around your sleeve and pants cuffs, sock 
lops and waistbands, can be effective. 

If that fails, mild bites are helped with 
baths in which starch has been added to the 
water and calamine lotion applied to the 
skin. In severe cases, your doctor may pres- 
; cribe antihistamines, steroid creams and/or 
steroid tablets. 
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even though we are highly 
qualified m handling dan- 
gerous substances. 

“He told me the reason was 
because the lead was extremely 
poisonous, was absorbed 
through the skin and kills the 
nervous system. 

“It told me lbe company had 
a conscience about it, yet 
because it was so important to 
the industry, and petrol was so 
profitable', that they were 
prepared to keep the facts 
about its danger away from the 
public." 

But it was not until twelve 
years later that Prof. Bryce- 
Smith really began to inves- 
tigate lead. 

He says: “I found myself 
working for a big American 
company. They were produc- 
ing a lead additive for petrol. 
The plant was mal-f auctioning, 
so they called me in to fix it. 

“While I was there I learned 
that some of the people work- 
ing for the firm were extremely 
concerned about lead in the 
atmosphere, and its effect on 
the population. It reminded me 
of the time when I had tried to 
get a sample from the British 
manufacturer. 

“When I returned to 
England I mentioned by grow- 
ing concern to a doctor who 
was. then the coroner for South 
Oxford. He told me about a 
psychotic hospital for children 
in Henley-On-Thames. He said 
he had found high levels of lead 
in tbeir bodies. 

“So I went to the hospital 
and found that it was right next 
to a busy road, used by hun- 
dreds of cars and lorries. It all 
started to come together. Here 
was something that was des- 
troying the mental and physical 
health of children and unborn 
babies.’’ 

Professor Bryce-Smith 
knows that his battle against 
lead will be a long, drawn out 
affair. And that his fiercest con- 
tenders rank among the most 
rich and powerful industrial- 
ists. 

Hesays: "I fed I am trying to 
tell the world something that 
would require a complete reap- 
praisal of everything ranging 
from education, criminology, 
psychiatry to the social 
services. 


Computer 

tackles 

weight 

problems 

BEUING, (Xinhua): Over- 
weight people are shedding 
their unwanted fat under a 
novel, safe treatment 
programme developed by 
acupuncturists at the Beijing 
No. Six hospital. 

The acupuncturists are using 
a computer to analyse details of I 
patients — their age. sex. 
height, weight, depths of fat on 
the shoulder and triceps and so 
on — to work out a point for 
acupuncture treatment plan 
together with a dieL 

Yan Liansheng, director of 
the acupuncture department of 
the hospital, said that many 
medicinal treatments for 
obesity produce side-effects — 
palpitation, insomnia and 
diarrhoea. But not acupunc- 
ture treatment. It is entirely 
safe. 

During the treatment, the- 
ends of the vagus nerve gath- 
ered at the ears are pressed, 
causing a decrease in insulin 
secretion that leads to lower fat 
building by the body. 

The hospital has treated 
more than 400 obesity patients 
over the past five years and has 
had a 70 per cent success rate. 
The average weight loss has 
been two kilograms a month. 

Typical was the case of a 19- 
y ear-old girl who reduced her 
weight from 78 to 66 kilograms 
after six month’s trealmen i. 

More spectacular was the 
case of a 41 -year-old man 
whose weight dropped from 
106 to 99 kilograms after only 
half a month. 

China's medical circles 
began to treat obesity in 1982. 



A high percentage of lead in the atmosphere comes from cars and lorries. 


“We must protect the human 
brain. Our whole life, culture 
and future depends upon the 
proper function of this one 
organ." 

Here are Prof. Bryce-Smith’s 
tips on bow to reduce the effects 
of lead in the body: 

• Follow a diet which is rich 
in calcium, phosphate, protein 
(in moderation) and low in fat. 

• Supplement your diet with 
minerals such as magnesium 
and iron. Multi-vitamin tablets 
are ideal — especially those 


containing zinc. 

• Avoid all canned food as 
well as shell-fish, liver, and kid- 
ney (canned or otherwise) 

• Eat fruits rich in pectin such 
as apples and bananas, but 
avoid fruit and vegetables 
grown above ground (except 
heart cabbage and peas) from 
areas near traffic. All vegeta- 
bles and fruit should be washed 
thoroughly. 

• A moderate in-lake of bran 
is also helpful, but excess is to 
be avoided. 


• Never use water from the 
hot water system for drinking 
or cooking. Run the cold water 
tap first thing in the morning to 
flush the pipes. 

• If you live in a soli water 
area or in uu old house where 
you think there are lead pipes, 
drink mineral warer, and cook 
with purified water. 

• Do not use glazed earthen- 
ware vessels for cooking, or for 
storing beer, wine, or fruit 
juices. 


First frozen embryo birth 


By John Webb 


THE world’s first lest-lube 
baby originated from a frozen 
embryo provided by an anon- 
ymous donor has been success- 
fully born in Britain. 

The birth of a 4.3 
kilogramme boy to 37-year-old 
Ann Forrester at Dulwich Hos- 
pital in London was the result 
of a new technique known as 
zygote inlra-fallopian transfer 
(Z1FT). It is claimed to be an 
advance on existing procedures 
that could help thousands of 
women unable to produce eggs. 

The birth follows research 
between a team led by Hossan 
Abdalla, co-direclor of the fer- 
tility clinic at Lister Hospital in 
London, and John Sludd, a 
gynaecologist from London's 
King College Hospital. 

Eggs taken from an anon- 
ymous woman were fertilised in 
the laboratory with sperm from 
Andrew. Mrs Forrester's hus- 
band, but in a unique variation 
from other techniques, the 
embryos were frozen for three 
weeks until her body was 
naturally ready to receive them. 
Of four embryos implanted, 
one was successful. 

Test-tube pregnancy tech- 
niques usually involve the 
implantation of the embryo 
directly into the womb because 
the woman’s fallopian tubes 
are blocked. However, in this 
case the fertilised eggs were 
implanted into the fallopian 
tube and so were able lo mimic 
nature by travelling down the 
tube to become implanted in 
the womb five or six days later. 

Dulwich Hospital, where the 
historic first £IFT birth was 
delivered by Caesarean section, 
says it has at least 50 other 
women who are looking to the 
technique to overcome their 
infertility. 
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New-born 21 FT test-tube baby Mark Forrester with his parents. 


The original idea of test-tube 
babies was pioneered in the 
1970s in Britain by Robert 
Edwards and Patrick Stepioe. 
whose in-vitro fertilisation 
lechniques have led to more 
than 1000 babies being con- 
ceived at their clinic in Cam- 
bridge, eastern England. 

There are now many such 
clinics worldwide, and what is 
claimed to be the newest and 


most advanced one in Europe 
has just been opened in Lon- 
don. This is a £300,000 pur- 
pose-built fertilisation unit at 
London's Hammersmith Hos- 
pital which will be the first in 
the world to use test-tube baby 
methods to help couples avoid 
passing on hereditary disorders 
by screening embryos for gen- 
etic defects before they are 
implanted. 
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Thought for today 


IT Is absurd to divide people Into good and bad. People 
are either charming or tedious — Oscar Wilde, Irish- 
born writer (1850- 1900). 


Karachi dubbed as 


worse than Beirut 


By Ibrahim Khan 


KARACHI, (Reuter): “Karachi 
is now worse than Beirut,” said 


out to safer places. 

On Tuesday Prime Minister 
Mohamad Khan Junejo ordered 


security agencies to put down the 
rioters with an iron hand. 


opposition politician Ghaus Bus 
BLzenjo or Pakistan's biggest 
city. 

“Nobody is safe here," he said 
in an interview. 

An exaggeration perhaps, but 
more and more residents of this 
Arabian Sea port of seven 
million people agree with the 
president of the Pakistan 
National Parly (PNP). 

Since October 1986, about 450 
people have been killed in rioting 
between Pash tuns from Pakis- 
tan's northwestern borders and 
Mohajir immigrants from for- 
mer British India. 

"The future in Karachi is 
bleak and stained with blood,'' 
said Mohammad Zafar, a 
student at Karachi University. 

But it is not just ethnic hatred 
that has periodically filled the 
streets of the country's biggest 
port and industrial centre with 
dead and wounded. 

Opposition politicians blame 
chronic overcrowding, social 
problems, poverty, and govern- 
ment mismanagement for the 
troubles which killed another 35 
people on Sunday and Monday. 

Blame 

The police blame drug smug- 
gling rings which they say use 
their money and influence to 
spark trouble and keep police 
attention diverted from their 
own illegal dealings. 

Karachi, sitting precariously 
by the sea on the edge of a desert, 
held only 300.000 people in 1 974. 

Now a quarter of a million 
migrate each year from the coun- 
tryside looking for jobs, census 
officials said. 

They said more than a dozen 
major ethnic group now live in 
the metropolis facing acute shor- 
tages, of water, power, housing, 
transport, education and work, . 

Oflfe %.* 

^~ T1ris - p opnrf a tioir exp l osion is — 
threatening to destroy Karachi, 
said Mairaj Mohammad Kban, 
convenor of the nine-party 
Movement for the Res tore Don 
of Democracy (M RD). 

The government is concerned 
about the riots which have crip- 


Ghuiam Mustafa Jatoi, 
president of the National Peo- 
ple's Party and a former chief 
minister of Sind province, which 
includes Karachi, accused the 
government of President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq of fail- 
ing to keep law and order. 


Accused 


pled industry and port activity. 
Hussain Shakoor, a member 


Hussain Shakoor, a member 
of the Karachi Stock Exchange, 
said several entrepreneurs have 
already moved their businesses 


“It is the result of nine years of 
military rule. The government 
should resign immediately and 
hold fresh elections," Jatoi told 
Reuters. 

Both Zia and Junejo have said 
elections will be held on schedule 
in 1990. 

The police said a powerful 
drug mafia, which smuggles 
millions of dollars or heroin and 
hashish from Afghanistan via 
Karachi to the Far East, the 
Gulf, Europe and America were 
behind the riots. 

Pakistan Narcotics Control 
Board officials said the fabulous 
amount of money derived from 
drug smuggling was used to hire 
thugs to set off riots and thereby 
divert police attention so they 
could smuggle out more drugs. 

Ghaus Ali Shah, who resigned 
as Chief Minister of Sind a 
month ago after a difference with 
the government, agreed. 

Mafia 

"The drug mafia is behind the 
riots in Karachi," said Ghaus 
who launched a crusade against 
drugs and razed a famous drug 
den in the city's Sohrab Goth 
area in December 1986. 

Several thousand troops and 
police took bulldozers to flatten- 
over 5,000 houses, mainly used 
by Afghan refugees who were 
alleged to be storing drugs and 
arms in underground concrete 
cells. 

The drug problem, however, is 
alaaja&retlnric one because many 
-Afghans are also Pash tun and it- 
was Aitaf Hussain, head of the 

r Qaumi Movement 

, who first demanded 
that the area be destroyed or his 
own people would take action. 

On October 30, 1986, a 
Mohajir demonstration in 
Sohrab Goth was attacked and 
five people were killed. 

It was that action which star- 
ted the rioting, which has never 
really stopped since. 


Rocard to cement 


political centre 


PARIS. (Reuter): Michel 

Rocard, a former militant leftist 
converted to social democracy , 
has the right credentials to con- 
solidate the political centre newly 
dominated by President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

The talented technocrat, 
named as prime minister by the 
President on Tuesday, was once 
cast into the wilderness for 
challenging Mitterrand for the 


Lopjob. 

But be was reconciled with the 
President during his re-election 
campaign and became his con- 
fident and virtual spokesman. 

At the heart of Rocard's 
unpopularity within the Socialist 
Party were tne free-market econ- 
omics and financial austerity he 
championed at a time when the 
Sod al is is were bent on national- 
isation and spending their way 
out of recession. 

But the dapper, chain-smok- 
ing Rocard, a member of Fran- 
ce's small but influential Protes- 
tant community, was vindicated 
when the last Socialist govern- 
ment of Laurent Fabius adopted 
ihe programme he had so long 
advocated. 

Rocard, 57. played the role of 
Mitterrand's roving ambassador 
during the campaign, clear 
evidence that the two had men- 
ded old rifts. 

Support 

A former planning and 
agriculture minister whose poor 
standing in the party was always 
tempered by wider popular sup- 
port, Rocard held out an olive 
branch to the right during the 
campaign. 

He said the main right-wing 
candidates did France credit and 
that there were many good men 
in the opposite camp. 

Rocard was bora on Aug 23. 
1930, at Courbevoie near Paris, 
into France's socially prominent 
Protestant community, and 
gained degrees in law and 
political science from the elite 
Ecole Nationale D' Administra- 
tion (ENA). 

After military service as a 
reserve officer in the French Air 
Force, he joined the Finance 


Ministry in the late 1950s. He 
began tus political career during 
the 1954-62 Algerian wax when 
he was active in Christian student 
movements. 

In 1967 he became head of a 
small “new left" movement, the 
Unified Socialist Party (PSU). In 
the 1969 presidential election he 
challenged Georges Pompidou 
but polled only 3.6 per cent of the 
national vote. 

In 1973, Rocard — with the 
revolutionary dreams of the May 
1968 student riots now in tatters 
— took most of his PSU suppor- 
ters to join the Socialist Party 
Mitterrand had resurrected in 
1971. 

Nomination 

He declared well in advance 
that he planned to seek the 
Socialist nomination in the 1981 
presidential election, but had to 
withdraw when Mitterrand 
announced he was a candidate. 

Fabius, one of Mitterrand's 
lieutenants, savagely attacked 
him at a party congress for dar- 
ing to challenge the creator of the 
modem French Socialist Party. 
Rocard entered the political wil- 
derness. 

When Mitterrand won in 
1981, he had still not forgiven 
Rocard. But he found it impossi- 
ble to ignore one of the party’s 
best-qualified technocrats and 
Rocard was given the minor job 
of minister of planning. 

Two years later he bad moved 
up to Lhe key post of agriculture 
minister in a new socialist gover- 
nment formed by Fabius. He 
won credit for leading his 
European Economic Commun- 
ity colleagues to a watershed 
agreement in March 1984 that 
imposed curbs on excess milk 
production and reined in run- 
away spending. 

But after a long and fruitless 
fight against the Socialist's econ- 
omic policies, he resigned in 
1985. 

He was untainted by the Rain- 
bow Warrior scandal that rocked 
Fabius in July 1985, when 
French secret agents sank a ship 
of the Greenpeace environmen- 
tal group in New Zealand. 
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International observers taken by surprise 


Faw victory gives Iraqi troops a morale boost 


By Ralph Joseph 


FAW, Iraq, (UPI): Long-range 
artillery whistles into the Faw 
peninsula from the defeated but 
still defiant Iranians, whooshing 
overhead and crashing with a 
resounding boom 1 mile (1 .6 km) 
or more to the rear. 

“They are there, behind the 
trees," an Iraqi soldier said. 
“Keep down. They are watch- 
ing.” 

“They have seen us. They are 
firingat us,” an Iraqi officer said. 

Puffs of smoke could be seen 
from Iranian mortars. Some 
shells landed near the vehicles 
that brought visitors to Faw — 
journalists invited by Iraq to 
prove it had recaptured Faw 
April 17- 18 to end more than two 
years of Iranian occupation. 

Iraq's victory, its first in the 


was back in Iraqi hands.*’ the 
Western diplomat said. 

From Iraqi bunkers the 
visitors looked out across the 
Sbatt AI Arab, aboutamile wide 
here, not seeming to be a for- 
midable obstacle to either side. 

Binoculars showed date palm 
trees, dense and lush after recent 


spring rains. Thick undergrowth 
kept the Iranians hidden. 


paint. Iraqi troops left only his 
black turban and part ofhis fore- 
head visible. 

“My unit blew up that 
bridge," said an Iraqi officer in 
camouflaged commando 
uniform. He pointed at the 
remains of a bridge across the 
river. 

Blown 

“There were five of them. We 


owners could not extricate their 
vessels. The Iranians could have 
freed some when they held both 
shores of theriveralonga 13-mile 
(21 km) stretch. But they 
obviously lacked the wilt the 


diplomat in Baghdad said. 

The Iranians felt strong and 
confident after taking Faw in 
1986, the diplomat said. They 
struck west along the peninsula's 
coastal road, trying to reach the 
Kuwaiti border. The Iraqis stop- 
ped them. 

They threatened the Iriqi 


Gulf war in six years, gave Iraqi 
troops a much-needed morale 


troops a much-needed morale 
boost, said a Western diplomat 
in Baghdad. 

Bui international observers, 
preoccupied with American- 
Iranian naval dashes in the Gulf 
April 18. were taken by surprise. 
There was skepticism about 
whether Iranian forces indeed 
had been pushed back across the 
Shatt Al Arab waterway. 

“Until the journalists came, 
there was no direct proof Faw 


It was easy to see how the Iran- 
ians were tempted to cross water- 
way in February 1 986. They stor- 
med over pontoon bridges, sur- 
prised a handful of Iraqi defen- 
ders and seized about 50 square 
miles (80 sq km) of territory at 
the tip of the peninsula. 

On April 17, the Iranians in 
turn were caught by surprise. 
Iraq launched a long-planned 
two-pronged offensive and 
drove them back. 

Evidence of the Iranian rout 
shows in the deserted streets of 
what used to be Faw dty. Signs in 
Persian painted on walls told of 
Iranian overconfidence. 

“We are victorious," said one. 
Another said simply simply: 
“Blessed is martyrdom." Said a 
third: “Onward, to the destruc- 
tion of the superpowers from 
their foundations up — Imam 
Khomeini.” 

But the face of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, painted large, was 
now daubed over with green 


blew up all except one, near Ras 
Al Bisba. Our President Saddam 
Hussein ordered us to leave that 
intact, so the Irani ans could cross 
back. Then it was blown up by 
the Air Force.” 

Ras Al Bisha is the cape jutting 
into the Gulf at the tip of the 
peninsula. The visitors drove to 
the cape. 

An Iranian howitzer hidden in 
the palms boomed every few 
minutes, its puffs of smoke 
revealing its position. Four or 
five Iraqi mortar shells slammed 
in quick succession into the sand 
on the far side of the river. The 
howitzer fell silent. 


there were literally no roads in 
Faw then," the diplomat said. 
“The tanks, the personnel 
carriers, the artillery got bogged 
down in the mud." 

. But “the Iraqis have not been 
idle duringthese past two years," 
he said. “They (fid not mount a 
serious attack, bat they drew up 
an attack plan in May 1986 and 
spent the rest of the time building 
a network of solid roads on the 
peninsula.” 

Evidence 


pses near thm defence lines. 

But bunkers shown to Wester, 
nets were strangely devoid of the 
tdl-tale signs of occupation,^ 


naval base at Umm Qasr port, 
she) line it freouentlv from Faw. 


shelling it frequently from Faw. 
They set up coastal batteries and 


fired on Iraqi naval vessels in the 
Khor Abdullah waterway, south 
of Faw. ‘ 


Threatening 


A foreign cargo vessel lying 
landoned in the Shatt since 


abandoned in the Shatt since 
September, 1980 looked derelict, 
rusting, its hull slightly aslant on 
the riverbank. Two smaller ves- 
sels further down told of the 
chaos that hit shippers when tire 
conflict erupted nearly eight 
years ago. i 

Caught in the crossfire, sbip- 


’ They set up Silkworm missile 
launch sites on Faw. threatening 
Kuwaiti, oil installations and 
American warships protecting 
11 reflagged Kuwaiti tankers. 

In January, 1987 the Iranians 
felt strong enough to attack the 
dty of Basra, either to capture it 
or cut offits road and rail links to 
Baghdad. But they did not strike 
from. Faw. They attacked along 
the dty's northern approaches. 
across the Iranian land border. 
Again they were halted. 

“The Iraqis could not move 
against them in 1986. because 


The roads, all ending just 
behind the Iraqi lines, con- 
tributed to the April victory. A 3- 
ntile (5 Ion) stretch between the 
two sides’ former front lines 
showed what travel here used to 
be. Even four-wheel-drive vehi- 
cles slid and struggled through 
mud a foot deep in places. 

Professional analysis of Iraq’s 
victory must wait. Military atta- 
ches had not been taken on tours 
of Faw before the journalists’ 
visits were through — all 500 of 
them. But skeptical Westerners 
thought they saw evidence of 
more than just a “brilliant Iraqi 
victory.” 

There were no signs of a 
mighty battle for Faw. Journal- 
ists were shown no mass graves. 
Iraqi journalists, the first to be 
taken to Faw, said they saw bull- 
dozers burying some Iranian cor- 


looked brand new, as tf they had 
never been used. - 
There was also somethin* 
strange about the war booty cte. 
tured by the Iraqi 7th Army 
Corps. The 75-odd tanks. 1,000 
or so . small arms, rocket- . 
propelled grenades, mortan and 
other assarted equipment of war 

- all seemed strangely old and 


rusting. 

So the questions arose: 


Did the Iranians really use 


these rusty, weapons? Or were 
they merely dummies, in defence 
lines not fully manned? Iran hat 
been reported to usedummy sol- 
diers elsewhere aiongthc front to 
give the impression of a bigger 
force than actually existed. 

Further: Has there been a 
dramatic erosion of Iran's for- 
ces? Has Iran been bluffing 
recently about its strength along 
the 750-mile ( 1.200 km) front? 

“We have been told to show 
you around, not to tell you any- 
thing." said Ll Gen. Hikmat 
Abdul Qader. deputy comman- 
der to “Iraq’s Rommel." Ll. 
Gen. Maher Abdul Rashid, who 
brilliantly executed the attack 
plan to recapture Faw. 
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Shifting strategic balance in 


South Asia worries India 


By Eileen AH Powell 


NEWDELHL (AP): Prime Min 
ister Rajiv Gandhi's government 
is concerned that the strategic 
balance is shifting in South Asia 
and that India is losing its 
tradi tional edge. 

The fears have prompted India 
to boost defence spending to a 
record Rs 1 30 billion ($10 billion) 
this year and reopen discussion 
on whether India should develop 
nuclear weapons. 

“We can't just keep escalating 
expenditures' to meet the 
challenge." says Air Com- 
modore Jasjit Singh, director of 
the government-funded Institute 
for Defence Studies and 
Analyses. “I don’t want to see a 
nuclear India: Bat the most cost 


of the international path 
ology of our times" and should 
on 

policy. 

“You can’t ignore the ‘worst- 
possible’ scenario," Sen Gupta 
said. “But to allow it to dominate 
decisions is not acceptable.” 
India traditionally has kept a 
wary eye on Pakistan; its arch- 
rival on the subcontinent. 

. The two countries have fought 
three wars since .their indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1947, and 
their troops still clash intermit 
tently along their disputed bbr 
der. 


Aid 

Persistent reports that Pakis- 
tan is close to developing a 
nuclear weapon, plus American 
laps to give the Islamic nation - 


has been beefing up its Army 
garrisons to tighten control over 
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Air Commodore Singh 
doesn't believe the Chinese 
moves are aimed directly at 
India, but, instead to put China 
in a better bargaining position in 
possible intentional nuclear 
disarmament talks.. . ! 

. . . Disarmament - * 

■ ‘'if the United States and the 
Soviet Union eventually agree on 
disarmament, China at some 
stage will likely be brought in,” 
Singh reasons. “If they can say 
that some of their missiles are in 
Tibet — and thus beyond the 
range of the Soviet border — the 
Soviets can’t very well ask China 
to get rid of them.” 

. On the other hand, Singh sa*'* 






An Afghan refugee carries ffreyroogf tor hfefomljy op April 2 ala capip In northern Pakistan, 

which provides a havendor tiwjseTmHHerLAftj^n«ivrhc?hav© fled ihe ntne-year-old war In 3 
their country. (Reuter wlrephoto) 1 - 


nextsix-years,-hava prompted — — threa^against South Asia:’' 
'ia to “ 


Afghan refugees watch 
and wait to return home 


By William MacLean 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan, (Reu- 
ter): As Soviet soldiers prepare to 
leave Afghanistan, refugees are 
devouring news from travellers 
returning from their embattled 
homeland to help them decide 
when to return. 

In the Pakistan border town of 
Peshawar, refugees huddle close 
to Aji Sher Zaman, a tur banned 
trader visiting from Sarobi, near 
Kabul, as he tells them it depends 
on God how long the Soviet- 


backed government of President 
Najibullah can stay in power. 


He predicts fighting will con- 
tinue in his area as long as 
Najibullah stays in office. Per- 
haps aware of a group of anti- 
government guerrillas standing 
nearby, he adds: “Of course, this 
cannot be long.” 


Shelling 


In the headquarters of a Pakis- 
tan-based guerrilla group, 
officials hang on every word as 
Mohammad Musa describes 
heavy fighting in the eastern 
Afghanistan city of HeraL from 
where he has just returned. 

Musa, a guerrilla Fighter, says 
rebels armed with rockets are 
battling government troops 


backed by tanks and Soviet air- 
craft in HeraL 

“They are shelling us from the 
north, on the (Afghan-Soviet) 
border, and from the south,” he 
says. 

The guerrillas control most of 
Herat at night and are confident 
they can capture all of it before 
autumn, but they are short of 
food and medicine, Musa says. 

“The Soviets used to keep their 
families in a hotel in the centre of 
the town. Now the women and 
children have all been moved to 
near the airport ... this means 
they will go soon,” he says. 

For the three million Afghans 
in Pakistan, a return to the war- 
ravaged Central Asian nation 
could be fraught with danger. 

Aid workers say that to avoid 
disaster an orderly return will 
take months and possibly years 
under the control of the Geneva- 
based United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

The UNCHR is preparing a 


draw today to coordinate the 
programme. 

But until that programme is 
under way, refugees are likely to 
rely mostly on grapevine news 
for word about when and by 
what route they can return, 
Afghans say. 


Once families are tipped that 
Soviet troops have left their dis- 


tricts, they may send sons back in 
groups to take possession of 


repatriation programme with 
Islamabad and the Kabul gover- 


Islamabad and the Kabul gover- 
nment as part of an Afghan set- 
tlement signed in Geneva on 
April 14. 

Diplomats say UNHCR 
workers will enter Afghanistan 
after Soviet iroo'ps start to with- 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1536 — Anne Boleyn and her brother. Lord Rochford, are 
tried and found guilty in England of adultery and incest. 

1571 — Moscow is burned by the Tartars. 

1602 — Bartholomew Gosnold, English navigator, discovers 
America’s Cape Cod. 

1767 — Genoa sells island of Corsica to France. 

1796 — Forces under France's Napoleon Bonaparte enter 
Milan, Italy. 

1848 — Communist uprising in Paris; second uprising in 
Vienna against new Austrian constitution which is repealed. 
1924 — US Congress passes bill instituting immigrant quotas 
based on nationality. 

1940 — The Netherlands surrenders to Germany in World 
Warll. 

1948 — New slate of Israelis attacked by Egyptian planes and 
invaded in the north and east by troops from Lebanon and 
Transjordan. 

1957 — Britain explodes its first thermonuclear bomb in 
central Pacific. 

1962 — President John F. Kennedy orders 4,000 more US 
troops to be stationed in Thailand to counter threat in Laos. 
1971 — Egyptians demonstrate in Cairo after President 
Anwar Sadat purges opponents from cabinet and emerges as 
new strongman. 

1976 — Iran approves friendship treaty with neighbouring 
Iraq. 

1987 — Woman is arrested in Nicosia in connection with plot 
to unleash toxic dioxin gas over Cyprus unless government 
pays SI 5-million ransom. 


abandoned property . 

Any such disorganised return 
would mean refugees risking 
their lives as they walk through 
valleys and fields engulfed in bat- 
tles between Muslim guerrillas 
and government forces. 

In addition, mines planted by 
both sides have turned the coun- 
try into a death trap for refugees 
unaware of booby-trapped 
areas, Pakistani authorities say. 

“The mines are innumerable 
— like stars in the sky,” said 
exiled Afghan journalist 
Ghulam Hazrat Kush am. 

Refugees staying abroad too 
long after the estimated 1 15,000 
Soviet troops start pulling out 
risk having their property 
expropriated by others who 
return earlier, diplomats in 
Kabul say. 

Unproductive 

Since most of the refugees are 
peasant farmers, delaying their 
return would mean spending 
another unproductive winter in 
exile while farms and fields 
neglected for years remain 
untended. 

All these issues are likely to 
influence a further two million 
refugees in Iran and another one 
to l .5 million who have moved to 
safer areas inside Afghanistan. 

Refugees in Pakistan say their 
only reliable sources of news 
from home are relatives or fellow 
villagers who. move regularly 
across the border. . 

The information provided by 
these travellers — mainly 
guerrillas and traders — assumes 
greater immediacy and impor- 
tance with the imminent Soviet 
withdrawal. 

Masood Khali) i, a political 
officer of the Jam/at-i-Islami 
guerrilla group, says his family 
has urged him to take them 
home. 

“But then we loOk at the prac- 
ticalities — forget politics, forget 
the Geneva accord. The war has 
not ended, our wells have dried 
up and how can we be sure that if 
it goes. wrong Pakistan will take 
us as refugees a second time?” he 
said. 

“The picture for most refugees - 
is blurred.” 


acknowledge there is rising pres- 
sure for “die nuclear option,” 
which Indian leaders have resis- 
ted since the country first tested a 
nuclear device in 1974. 

Indian officials see danger on 
three fronts: Nuclear weapons in 
Chinese-controlled Tibet, newly 
acqufred missiles in Saudi Arabia 
and the rivalry between India 
and P akistan: 

A chorus of headlines m 
Indian newspapers reflect the 
concerns: “ Smo-Pakistan- Saudi . 
ties threat to India,” “the Afghan 
accord — dangerous implica- 
tions,” “Pakistan - arms hurt 
peace process.” . ; 

Not everyone agrees, 
however, that • these factors, 
together or separately, threaten 
India’s security. 

- Bhabani Sen Gupta, an 
analyst at the independent Cen- 
tre for Policy Research in'New 
Delhi; argues that nations’- fears 
of foreign threats have become 


The United ' Slates reives 
predominately Hindu India no 
military aid. although India buys 
some US defence technology and 
the two nations are to cooperate 
on military research. ■ 

With the signing last month of 
the UN-brokered accord on a 
Soviet troop, withdrawal from 
Afg h a ni st an , Pakistan may be 


, less distracted supporting the 
Afghan rebels and be able to turn 
more attention toward India, 
according to government 
officials and press speculation in 
NewDelhi. 

IzT addition, India is worried 
about weapons shifts on the 
other fronts — China to the 
north and Saudi Arabia to the 
-west 

China has been moving 
.nuclear-armed' missiles into 
Tibet, which it has occupied for 
nearly three decades, according 
to Western press reports and 
Indian military experts. It also 


By Roger Atwood 


RIO -DE JANEIRO. (Reuter): 
On Brazilian television, blacks 
are usually portrayed as maids,' 
waiters or foul-mouthed c rimin- 
al!! . ' • 

• In real life many five inflimsy > 
shacks amid open sewers in spr- 
awling shantytowns. - 
Brazilian blacks, at least a 


Brazil marks 100 


years of abolition 


third of depopulation, mark 100 
years of freedom from slavery 


this week but say they have not 
yet broken the chains of poverty 
and racism. 

. Black leaders say they won’t 
join in the parades, public semin- 
ars and festivals of black'culture 
the government planned to mark 
the centenary. 

“This is no time for celebra- 
tion for blacks, but rather for 
reflections and action since most 
of us are living in conditions that 
are just as bad if not worse than in 
1888," said black activist Leila 
Gonzalez. 

May 13, was a national 
holiday, marking the date Prin- 
cess-Regent Isabel signed aboli- 
tion into law, making Brazil the 
last country in the Western 
Hemisphere to outlaw slavery. 

/ Tolled 

Originally brought here from 
Africa, by the Portuguese, slaves 
were a mainstay of the economy 
from colonial times. At the time 
of abolition, nearly a million 
slaves toiled in-Brazil, mostly oh - 
huge sugar and coffee .planta- 
tions where they often worked 18 
hours a day, sewn days a week. 

Since then, Brazil has come to 
take pride in the unique fusion of 
European, African, Asian and 
native American roots. 
Brazilians often say their ethnjc 
mix has given then) A vigorous 
sense of national identity -^hat - 
helped them become an indus- 


trial powerhouse in the develop- 
ing world.- 

But the abolition centenary 
- has focused attention on whether 
blacks have been left out of 
Brazil's heady economic 
progress and why they have 
made so few inroads on" the 
'while-dominated heights of 
power. 

. Black activists have been ham- 
mering borne- the message that 
society is laced with racism and 
that the end of slavery has hardly 
brought a promised land for 
blacks. 

There are few prominent 
blacks in business or banking, no 
black generals in the Army, and 
•only seven of the 559 members of 
the Brazilian Congress arg black. 

One of them, black congress- 
woman Benedita Da Silva, has 
introduced a bill that would; 
■toughen, anti-discrimination 
lavvsby barring bail for offenders 
— a common escape hatch for 
people arrested for bigotry in 
housing or hiring 


She seeks to incorporate these 
and other bills into Brazil’s new 
constitution, which lawmakers 


are expected to complete by the 
end of next month. 


. ^ “The bill will pass, butit’sbeen 
difficult to convince people of the . 
need for it. Most legislators do 
not recognise racism as a 
problem,” Da Silva, who 
represents the leftist Workers 
Party and lives in a Rio shanty 
town, told Reuters. 

Another of her , initiatives 
would turn the crumbling 
remains of the famed “quilom- 
bos,” rural hamlets where run- 
away slaves settled, into national 

monuments. 


term by putting .up ball, as aD- 
owed by faw ; 

' After outraged black activists 
picketed the discotheque, the 
populist then-governor of Rio de 
Janeiro Leonel Brizola 'ordered 
the discotheque to be dosed, for 
three days as p unishme nt 


'number 'of Chinese-made East 
Wind surface-to-surface rxussflra 
that may be able to reach targets 
up to 3,200 kilometres (nearly 
2,000 miles) away, India 
included. 

. The new missiles are probably 
intended to counter weaponry in 
Iran, which has become 
increasingly aggressive against 
the Arab Gulf states. 

•A Western military expert, 
who insisted on anonymity, said 
many in India believe that some 
day, Islamic Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia .could cooperate to 
prod uce a weapons system cons- 
isting of Pakistani nudear war- 
heads on the Saudi tnissfles. 


Narendra Gupta, an Indian 
weapons expert, said in an article 
in the independent Times of 
India that “the same missile sys- 
tem would on the one hand deter 
Iran for Saudi Arabia and, onthe 
other, it would be a threat to 
India on behalf of Pakistan." . 


end of next month. 

But it wifi take more than the 
stroke of a pen to erase racism.' 

Last year a group of Rio 
lawyers founded an advocacy 
group called SOS racism, which 
gives free legal advice to blacks 
seeking redress under laws that 
broadly bar discrimination on 
the basis of “racial prejudice.” 

The group receives an average 
of two or three com plain ts a day 
but so far has won no convic- 
tions. 

“We have come up against a 
wall of racism,” said Regina 
Cpeli. a lawyer for the group. 

Discrimination 


“Judges rarely admit that race 
plays, a factor in discrimination . 
and seek excuses by saying that ; 
the person was denied a job or 
housing because he was badly- 
dressed or not financially 
sound.” 

In one celebrated case in 1984, 

1 'a black woman filed suit against a ; 
trendy Rio discotheque after it ; 
refused to let her past the door ; 
because of hercolour. ... 

She won the suit but the (fisep 
owner avoided a six-month jail : 
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Collins vs. Collins — a real-life soap saga 

Joan takes a leaf out of Jackie’s book 


By Jody Byrne 


HOLLYWOOD’S richest and 
glitziest sisters Joan and Jackie 
Collins may have started a 
Dynasty on their own, but they 
still don't seem to have come to 
terms with each other's success. 

jFor now Joan plans to move 
into Jackie’s territory and publ- 
ish a sexy novel of her own. 

Called Prime Time, the story 
of four ageing soap stars, it will 
net her at least £600,000. 

And Jackie, whose latest 
book is entitled Rock Star, is 
less than pleased by her sister's 
literary effort. 

It is hardly the first time the 
sisters have crossed swords. 

Only recently they nearly 
came to blows when their father 
Joe died and Jackie said she was 
too upset to attend his funeral 
in Britain. Joan, meanwhile, 
thought she should have been 
there. But neither of them axe 
unaware of the extra selling 
power a good fight can have. 

Jackie, 45, says of the inevita- 
ble hype for her latest book: 
“The Battle of the Bitches 
Feuding will be along any day 
cow.'’ 

She also says it does not 
bother her overmuch. It is all 
good sales-promoting stuff. 

“Everybody wants to write a 
book once in their life,” she 
says. “Joan does everything 
well. But I don’t see her becom- 
ing a full-time novelist. I see it 
as a diversion for her'.” 

But some Hollywood 
insiders say there is more to it 
than a public relations gim- 
mick. For the two books were 
published by the same New 
York publisher, Simon ana 
Schuster, and even had the 
same editor, Michael Korda. 

Korda is said to have told 
friends of "a feud at some level. 
Jackie can't help but feel Joan is 
'crowding her territory.'’ And 
Jackie's agent Morton Janklow 
confirms' the sisters “do have 
Hangups.”' 

Yet it would be surprising if 
there was no jealousy between 
Joan and Jackie. Both are high- 
profile. high-achieving sisters. 
And both have the same hot- 
headed temperament. 

Jackie has confessed to cut- 
ting the bunons off Joan's out- 


fits in her teens because she was 
jealous of her sister's glamour. 

But Joan, who got into trou- 
ble at school for writing a 
steamy saga with her teachers 
as characters, did what she 
could to help establish Jackie. 
Then Jackie took a leaf out of 
Joan's book and wrote steamy 
sagas with her Hollywood 
neighbours in them ... and wat- 
ched the money roll in. 

Jackie says: “When J was thr- 
own out of school, I was brain- 
washed by my parents into 
thinking that I didn't have the 
qualifications to become a 
writer. So they said ’you’re 
good-looking. Go to Holl- 
ywood like your sister.’ 

“It seemed a good idea at the 
time and ofTI went. But making 
movies wasn't something I 
wanted or enjoyed doing. My 
own films weren’t the greatest 
and if you blinked you missed 
me.” 

Later, when Jackie had given 
up acting — “I always saw 
myself as an out-of-work writer 
who was acting to make 
money" — she was able to 
repay Joan's generosity with 
the keys to her car and apart- 
ment, while Joan got her career 
back together after a mid-life 
crisis. 

The films of Jackie's books. 
The Stud and The Bitch, 
relaunched Joan into the sort of 
waters where big fish roles like 
Alexis in Dynasty were cast. 

Joan admits that Jackie has 
“teased” her for her venture 
into novel-writing. 

She says: “I tell her ’come off 
it. You started your career act- 
ing when I was already doing it. 
Why shouldn't I have a bash at 
a best-seller?” 

Battle 

Joan’s book had made her 
£2,000.000 before a single copy 
had been sold of the story of 
four actresses over 40. And the 
publishers have told her they 
want two more. 

Jackie, though, has a head 
start, with 65,000,000 copies of 
her 11 books sold in 30 lan- 
guages. She has just signed a 
multi-million dollar deal with 
the same publishers. She is not 
prepared to spell out the actual 
numbers, but describes the 
money she will earn as “mind- 
blowing." 


In the latest round of the war of the Holl- 
ywood sisters, superstar Joan Collins has 
turned her well-manicured hand to writing 
a novel. And it hasn’t gone down well with 
authoress Jackie. After all, she says, Tm 
not looking for a job in a soap-opera.’ 



Sisters Joan and Jackie Collins; both have the same hot-headed 
temperament. 


But while they do battle in 
the best-seller lists, when it 
comes to love there is no con- 
test. 

Poor Joan is still trying to 
find a love that lasts after lour 
marriages and four divorces, 
while Jackie, who was widowed 
once, has now been 20 years 
with the same man. 

American Oscar Lcnnan 
encouraged Jackie's writing 
ambitions even before they 
married in 1967. Her first 
novel. The World is Full of 
Married Men, was bom a year 
later. 

Joan, meanwhile, has got a 
steamy autobiography. Past 
Imperfect, out of her attempts 


to find happiness in marriage. 
Her first try was with matinee 
idol Maxwell Reed (although 
she says he raped her on their 
first date 1 ), then witb actor, 
Anthony Newley, and next 
with film-maker Ron Kass. 

Her fourth brief venture into 
wedlock, with Peter Holm 14 
years her junior, lasted just 13 
months. The divorce hearing 
made prime time television, 
almost as m uch as Dynasty did. 

Thffre have also been liaisons 
with Sydney (son of Charlie) 
Chaplin, Harry Belafonte, 
Nick (son of Liz Taylor's ex- 
husband Nick) Hilton, Warren 
Beatty and Ryan O’Neal. She 
turned down a date with 


Richard Burton and for a time 
received a dozen red roses daily 
from ex-King Farouk. 

In 1952, she was voted the 
most beautiful girl in the world. 
Thirty-odd years later, she was 
chosen as the sexiest woman. 

Jackie, on the other hand, 
says her own fife is tame com- 
pared with her books. 

She says: “I played the field 
before I was married. So now 
when I see a nice-looking guy 1 
don’t fancy him — 1 just want 
to write about him. 

“I never think to compare 
what 1 write with my own life. 
I'm a moral, private, quiet per- 
son.” 

Being on the fringe of Joan's 
life did give her a wonderful 
start for her writing career, 
th ough . People disrni ssed her as 
“just Joan’s little sister" leaving 
her unobserved to do the 
observing. 

It must niggle that in some 
countries — including her 
native England — she is still 
regarded as “Joan’s little sis- 
ter." But in Hollywood, where 
she now lives and works, she is 
as well-known as actress Joan 
— if not better known. 

She behaves less “Holl- 
ywood” than Joan. She drives 
“the same beat up Chewy" she 
has had for five years, answers 
her own door and telephone 
and cleans her own floors. “By 
the standards here. I’m what's 
seen as eccentric,” she says. 

Difference 

It is five years since Jackie, 
whose husband Oscar, co-owns 
the Tramp nightclubs in Lon- 
don and Los Angeles went to 
America, witb their daughters 
Tiffany, 20 and Rory, 18. 
Jackie also has a daughter, 
Tracy, from her first marriage 
to an older man who died of a 
drugs overdose. 

Joan is a mother of three as 
well. Her daughter Tara, now 
25 and son, Sacha, who is 23, 
are Newley’s children. Daugh- 
ter Katy, now 14, is Ka&s's 
child. 

The most recent public dif- 
ference of opinion between 
Joan and Jackie was over a 
family affair — the funeral of 
their father, Joe, who was 85. 

Joan, who flew back from a 
holiday in the South of France 


for the private service, hoped 
that Jackie would fly over from 
Los Angeles lo pay tribute to 
the man who launched dozens 
of other show biz careers 
besides his own daughter’s. 

Joe discovered Shirley Bas- 
scy . was the first man to put the 
Beatles on in London, and 
founded a repertory company 
at Maidstone just to give Joan 
her first theatre job making tea 
and shifting scenery. 

Joan said: “1 hope Jackie is 
able to attend but it is up to 
her.” 

But Jackie decided she was 
too upset to face the flight and 
funeral- She sent a simple 
wreath with the message: “We 
love you. Jackie and Oscar." 
Beside it at the graveside was 
Joan's huge bouquet of roses 
and a card: "Goodbye. Daddv 
— I will remember you with 
love. Always. Joan.” 

While Jackie grieved alone. 
Joan looked the pari — in a 
black skirt just above the knees, 
dramatic large-brimmed hat 
and fur-lined coat. 

But if there is one thing Joan 
Collins must envy Jackie it is 
not having to work as Joan 
does at her looks. Slaying 
glamorous in front of close-up 
cameras becomes harder for 
Joan every year. 

Exercise, diet and fanatical 
attention to hair and make-up 
area 24-hour-a-day job. 

Jackie, on the other hand, 
does not exercise except swim- 
ming in the pool in her garden, 
has not worn a skirt for ten 
years, and does her own hair 
about once a month. She has 
simplified her fashion 
requirements to black trousers 
and men’s jackets and just 
varies her tops. 

With every passing year. 
Jackie's relaxed regime must 
appeal more and more to Joan, 
who has so Tar managed to stay 
ahead of fashion. But it is 
bound to have occurred to her 
that as a best-selling author she 
could still have a bank balance 
like a telephone number with- 
out all the work. 

But possibly the biggest 
reason for Joan's desire to write 
could be to form a new career 
before the Dynasty pay 
cheques dry up. 



Actress Joan Collins: ‘Why shouldn't I have a bash at a best- 
seller?* 



Authoress Jackie Collins: ‘I'm just a high-school dropout who 
eavesdrops'. 

If she hits the bull’s eye as her 
sister Jackie did she will never 
need to act again. 

Jackie is now so powerful 
that she is to be executive 
producer of the mini-series of 
her book. Hollywood Hus- 
bands with a final say on cast- 


ing. She wants Elizabeth 
Taylor for the female lead. But 
she would settle for Joan if Liz 
cannot or will not play the part. 

Jackie takes it all in her 
modest stride. “I'm just a high 
school dropout who eaves- 


drops," she says. 
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By Brant Parker and Johnny Hart 



BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 

YOU BE THE JUDGE 
Both vulnerable. South deals. 


ACROSS 
1 letter 
5 Lion or tiger 
10 Satellite 

14 Laccste of 
- tennis 

15 Supernatural 

16 Chorister 

17 Avoid 
specificity 

19 Unite 

20 Campaigner, 
at times 

21 Implement 
23 Name of 3 

English rivers 

26 Broadcast 

27 Inundated 
30 Madama 

Butterfly, 

for one 

34 Cheese 
producer 

35 Clock 
37 Labor 

36 Indicator 

39 Carpenter's 
Joint 

40 Actress Chase 

41 "Spellbound" 
artist 

42 Division or 
regiment 

43 Warn off 

44 Taxing event 
46 Avenger 

48 Pose 

49 — bag 

50 Kenya's 
neighbor 

54 Old Wbrld finch 

59 Stay or step 
starter 

60 Sir Francis 
Drake and 
colleagues 

63 T>0 the soli 

64 Tyne Daley role 

65 Karenina 

66 Associate 

67 Gives off 

68 Equal 


DOWN 

1 Jason's craft 

2 Villain's 

expression 

3 Sicilian resort 

4 Loafers' 
locations 

5 Handle 
adversity 

6 Conger 

7 Biblical Bon 

8 Large or small 

9 High school 
student 

10 Winning totals 

11 Swan genus 

12 Aural 

13 Neither hide nor 
hair 

18 Spacious 
22 Expletive of old 

24 — motion 
(impel) 

25 Rewriting 

27 Island near 
Leyte 

28 Brandish 


29 Links 
faithful 

31 Conductor 
Georg 

32 Backpacks 

33 Resembling 
wings 

34 Fuddy-duddy's 

. relative 

36 Taxi feature 

39 Various 

43 CPA's concern 

45 Bother 

47 Borneo 
natives 

50 Davenport 

51 Field shape 

52 Blackbird 

53 Composer 
Khachaturian 

55 A tide 

56 Maul.waddler 

57 Sea bird 

58 Powerful one 

61 Here, to 14 
Across 

62 GP for Rdo 


NORTH 

* Q 9 3 
986432 
0 96 5’ 

* 42 

WEST EAST 

* 7 6 2 *4 

9 J 10 9 ' <? K'Q 7 5 

0 Q 7 3 0 J 10 8 2 

# A Q 10 8 * 9 7 5 3 

SOUTH 

* A K J 10 8 5 
. A 

«> A K 4 

* K J 6 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

.Opening lead: Jack of 9 

“Your Honor: 

“What we are seeking is not fi- 
nancial compensation, but a ‘Cease 
and Desist' order. Mr. North,, who 
we acknowledge is an accomplished 
bridge player, maligns my client, 
South, at every opportunity. He 
goes around the club calling my cli- 
ent a ‘trick-reduction expert,’ all 
because of this hand. 

“After a normal- auction. South 
became declarer at four spades. He 
won the opening heart lead per- 
force, crossed to the nine of trumps 


and took a losing club finesse. He 
won the trump return in dummy and 
tried a club to the king. That lost to 
West’s ace, and the trump return 
removed dummy’s last fang. As a 
result, declarer still had to lose a 
trick in each minor suit for down 
one. 

“You must surely agree that 
South was a victim of bad luck. 
Both club honors were wrong, 
trumps did not break and West, the 
defender with the long trump, also 
was the one who held the ace of 
clubs. We ask for judgment in our 
favor.” 

“My client, Mr. North, feels that 
anything he says about South is 
complimentary, considering the way 
he played this hand. He started out 
with nine tricks in top cards. Once 
the defenders did not start by lead- 
ing trumps, there was no way he 
could be stopped from scoring a 
club ruff for his fulfilling trick. 

“After winning the ace of hearts, 
South should simply have led a club 
from hand, then led a club again 
when he regained the lead. The con- 
tract would then have been iron- 
clad, since declarer’s last club could 
be ruffed in dummy. What South 
did was to reduce his tricks from 20 
to nine!” 

“Case dismissed. North’s de- 
scription of South is accurate, not 
slanderous!” 



B.C. 


By Johnny Hart 
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"I told you not to plant it 
too close to the house/' 


Aries (March 20 - April 181 

You will be able lo do something 
you have long wanted to do. You 
should take your mind ofi" work for 
the day. Do not try to attend to too 
many things all at once. Be 
moderate. 


Cancer (June 21 - July 21 1 

Your friends will stand by you and 
you will be able to help "them too. 
You should not think you have all 
the time in the world. Do not take 
too much for granted. Be prudent. 


Libra iStfpl. 22 - Oct. 22 1 


A nutter that has been bothering 
you will now he resdived. Make 
sure you do not get your best 
clothes dirty. You should have a 
gc ,«d laugh at yourself. Be frugal. 




Taurus (April 19 - May 19) 

The moon's less favourable 
influence will tend lo make you 
rather irritable. However Mars' 
belter influence will help you to 
make up your mind. You should 
try to keep things simple. Be 
malleable. 


Leo (July 22 - Aug. jn 

Avoid being jealous and resentful. 
You should take a little better care 
or your health. Make sure you have 
your facts right. Be a little more 
patient. 



Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan 19} 
You should not allow something 
which needs to be done regularly to 
fall behind. Something you inten- 
ded to do will not now prove possi- 
ble. You should not be in such a 
hurry nor should you jump to con- 
clusions. Be less impatient. 


Scorpio (Oct 2? - Nov. 2Jf 


You W ill tend to be a little too self- 
conscftHto. You base a need to 
relax and should do so. Try to have 
a liule more confidence in yourself. 
Be less smug. 



Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. ig) 

Some small matter will prove to be 
more of a nuisance than first 
seemed likely. You should avoid 
spending too much timeand energy 
on it however. Give others a 
chance. Be reasonable. 




Gemini (May 20 • June 20j 

You should not let your sense of 
humour get out of practice- You 
will be able to make good progress 
with a personal project. Something 
you bad feared might will not now 
happen. Be sensible. 


Virgo (Aug. 22 - Sept. 21) 

You should not think you have 
nothing more to learn. Do not try 
to do by force what you have not 
been able to do by persuasion just 
now. 




Sagitlurius (Nov. 22- Dec. 211 

You will be better able to see the 
way ahead. An obstacle will not be 
as formidable as first seemed to be 
the case. Read a tetter again before 
despatching. Be cordial. 


Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 10) 

Circumstances are more in your 
favour than seems to be the case. If 
you are invited you should not stay 
too long. Think a little longer 
before you make up your mind. Be 
amenable. 
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Aquino 
donates 
one month’s 
salary 

PRESIDENT Aquino donated 
one month’s salary — P2S,000 — 
to start the 1988 education fund 
drive of Ginintuang Tagumpay 
Foundation of the Philippines. 

The President made the dona- 
tion during the launching of the 
fund drive at the Ceremonies 
Hall of Maiacanang last Friday. 

The donation was received by 
Amelita Ramos, wife of Defence 
Secretary Fidel Ramos and char- 
ter chairman of the foundation's 
1988-89 board of trustees, and 
Ginintuang Tagumpay 
president Edward Pereira. 

Before the new Constitution 
increased her salary to P25.000, 
the President had donated 
P8,000 to the foundation. 

The fund drive is expected to 
benefit some 1,020.000 
physically and mentally-han- 
dicapped Filipinos. 

Bill increases 
penalties for 
crooks 

SENATOR Neptali Gonzales 
filed recently Senate Bill No. 365 
increasing the penahies for direct 
and indirect bribery involving 
government officials and 
employees. 

In his explanatory note to the 
bill. Senator Gonzales said a 
public office is a public trust. It is 
a basic concept known to all 
public offices and yet there are 
still many in Lhe government 
service who forget their oath of 
office. 

The bill increases penalties on 
direct bribery where public 
officers agree to perform acts 
constituting a crime in consider- 
ing of any ofTice, promise, gift or 
presen t, from prison correctional 
in its minimum and medium 
period to prison mayor in its 
medium and maximum periods 
and a fine not less than the value 
of and not more than three times 
the value of the gift. 

In indirect bribery cases, pen- 
alty is increased from arresto 
mayor in its minimum and 
medium periods to prison 
correctional in its maximum 
period. 

In both cases. Gonzales fur- 
ther said, the culprit shall suffer 
the penalty of absolute perpetual 
disqualification from public 
office and without benefit of 
probation. 

Beheaded 

Filipinos 

identified 

THE Philippine Embassy in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia has iden- 
tified die two Filipino contract 
workers who were beheaded 
recently in Dammam for robbery 
and murder. 

Ambassador Mauyag 
Tamanosaid Francisco Pare and 
Bienvenido Cabigting had rob- 
bed a jewellery store in Dammam 
where four other Filipinos 
worked. 

Pare and Cabigting hammered 
and stabbed Fernando Dizon. 
Angelito Barits, Lelardo Man- 
ala nsan and Antonio Candilaria 
to death, Tamano said. 

The Saudi government told 
the Philippine ambassador that 
the beheading was done to serve 
as a lesson to other Filipino 
workers who might commit the 
same crime. 

Bill approves 
free high school 
education 

THE senate unanimously 
approved a bill providing for 
free high school education to 
some 5.7 million students 
throughout the country. 

Nineteen Senators voted 
‘Yes' for the bill, one abstained 
and three were marked absent. 

Sen. Jose Lin? Jr explaining 
his yes vote said. “The poor a nd 
disadvantaged need not only 
free education. More impor- 
tantly, they require quality 
education for them to be suf- 
ficiently literate and vocation- 
ally functional to compete in 
the employment market, " 

Stevie Wonder 
due in Manila 

STEVIE Wonder, the world- 
famous blind musician, com- 
poser and singer, has expressed 
interest in meeting some disabled 
Filipinos and persons dedicated 
to working for the disabled when 
he comes to Manila to hold 
special live concerts on May 13- 
14, 7 pm, at the Ultra Football 
Field. 

He is scheduled to meet with 
officials of the National Council 
for the Welfare of Disabled Per- 
sons led by Chairman Miia 
Pardo de Tavera and Executive 
Director Art Borjal for an infor- 
mal orientation and petting- 
acquainted session which will 
touch on disability issues in the 
Philippines. 


Ferdinand Marcos is comforted by a supporter as he and bis wife Imdda, take part in a memorial 
service in Honolulu for his mother who died recently. 

Marcos playing last card 


By Rey T. Fajardo 
Chairman , LP Young 
Turks 


THE sudden death of Dona 
Josefa Edralin Marcos may 
become the focal point for 
American authorities to step 
into the continuing con- 
troversy surrounding the 
return of Mr Marcos. 

This development no doubt 
will put their campaign for the 
retention of the military bases 
in jeopardy because above all 
the supporters and sympath- 
izers of Mr Marcos will take it 
against the US if he is unable to 
come home. 

It must be pointed out, that 
the kidnapping of Mr Marcos 
by the US is already a matter of 
public knowledge, especially 
when Panamanian strongman 
Manuel Noreiga and US 
Presidential aspirant Michael 
Dukakis openly mentioned the 
fact on international broadcast 


media. 

Locally, the position taken 
by Mrs Cory Aquino disallow- 
ing the former President’s 
return on national security 
grounds in effect renders as a 
big lie the government claim to 
stability. a return 'to 
democracy, and an administra- 
tion adhering to Christian prin- 
ciples through reconciliation. 

Despite the decision, we 
expect that Marcos, playing his 
last card and with his back 
against the wall, will do the 
trick for him to come home. 

Failing in this, we can expect 
unending troubles which may 
force the resignation of Mrs 
Aquino, thereby paving the 
way for a snap election. 

This development also paves 
the way for the martyrdom of 
and burgeoning sympathy for 
Mr Marcos and the situationi is 
ripe for him to dramatically 
deliver the secret message 
which can damage US interest. 

At this stage, signs are dear 


that something will break soon 
since aU die parties involved — 
Cory, Marcos and the US — 
are in no-win situation with 
very few options open. 

We have talked with Gemmo 
Trinidad, spokesman of Mr 
Marcos, regarding the latest 
Marcos statement that he 
would exhaust all possibilities 
to return, a message pregnant 
with meaning. 

It must be pointed out that if 
Marcos has failed to do some- 
thing drastic in the last two 
years, it has been due to 
extreme US pressure on both 
parties. 

This time, Mr Marcos will 
not agree to a continued exile in 
Hawaii. We are privy to infor- 
mation on what he is capable of 
doing. 

We are sure the US will 
intervene to the grumbling sat- 
isfaction of the parties; other- 
wise we will witness a scenario 
which may rock the very foun- 
dation of Philippine society. 


FM can return, 
. . . if he wants to 


By Federico D. Pascual Jr 


POOR old Nana Sepa Marcos 
is being used as a political foot- 
ball! 

And to think that until she 
died the other day at the 
Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center, the 95-year-old mother 
of the deposed ruler may not 
even be aware that her favourite 
son Andy had been flown away 
and kept by the Americans in 
Hawaii. 

* * * 

A notorious PR man whose 
forte is “dirty tricks” ever used 
the comatose old woman by 
making her appear to have 
issued a press stement from her 
hospital bed about her wanting 
to see her son again. 

, A press release was com- 
! posed by the PR agent and 
i Nana Sepa’s fingerprint affixed 
I toil, ft's ghoulish. 

* * * 

And now, with Nana Sepa’s 
death as the knot of contention, 
there is this tug-of-war between 
those who want the deposed 
president brought home and 
| Chose who would keep him out. 
j Marcos loyalist may want to 
be a little respectful to the dead 
by not using the poor woman to 
gain political and propaganda 
leverage. Leave the dead alone. 
Cut out the noise and the demo- 
like spectacle. 

* * * 


The matter of Marcos family 
members being allowed to 
. come home and see:Nan*Sepa 
before she is buried is some- 
thing the family can take up 
privately with Maiacanang. 
The mounting of noisy crowds 
and the issuing of press releases 
won't help convince the gover- 
nment to relent. 

On the contrary, these pres- 
sure tactics merely serve to har- 
den the position of the Aquino 
administration. 

* * * 

Of course, it’s a different mat- 
ter if what Marcos loyalists 
actually want is jnst to 
embarrass the administration, 
never mind if they are unable to 
force the return of their exiled 
hero. 

Squeezing Nana Sepa’s death 
for its last drop of propaganda 
value is bad taste. 

* * * 

The death of Nana Sepa 
aside, one point we have always 
stressed is that if Ferdinand 
Marcos really wants to come 
home, he does not need the per- 
mission of Cory Aquino. With 
his resources and ingenuity, 
Marcos can always come back. 

We have a number of 
isolated air strips all over the 
archipelago and a coastline 
twice as long as that of the 
United States. Everyday, there 
are illicit landings of goods and 
human cargo. 

— Philippine Inquirer 


P4.2 billion 
boost for 
Philippines 

THE Philippine government will 
receive from Japan and Italy a 
P4--2 billion grant that will be 
used to fund various barangay 
projects. 

This was reported by Local 
Government Secretary Luis T. 
Samos who said that the grant 
does not require counterpart 
funding. 

Normally, Santos said, the 
local governments set aside a 
counterpart fund which is the 
peso equivalent of the foreign 
grant before they can use the 
money fortfae implementation of 
a projecL 

Japan has reportedly set aside. 
S 1 70 million while Italy has pled-’ 
ged S30 million. This will be used 
for the construction of a water 
system for the whole of Min- 
danao. 

The balance, according to 
Santos, will be used to finance 
infrastructure projects in the 
countryside and the construction 
of training facilities for local 
executives in the three island 
provinces. 

Santos said that the local 
government department will put 
up its own engineering audit 
team to avoid misuse of funds 
and unwarranted delay in the 
implementation of government 
projects. 

He said that when he took over 
the DLG. the implementation of 
a number of foreign -assisted 
projects had been delayed for 
three or four years due to non- 
availability of funds or red tape. 


SAN Miguel Beer swarmed all 
over the court in the second half 
to trip Alaska Milk. 1 10-89, even 
as Great Taste instant Milk reaf- 
firmed its mastery over Ginebra 
in the PBA Open Conference 
semifinals at the ULTRA. 

Bernard Fabiosa scored two 
free throws and Fortunate Co 
hauled down a crucial rebound in 
the last 20 seconds as the Milk 
Masters won over the Ginebras 
for the third straight lime. 113- 
108 . 

Leading, 107-105, with 43 
seconds left. Fabiosa sank two 
charities of Chi to Loyzaga. In 
the return play. Loyzaga 's three- 
poinl attempt rimmed out as Co 
came through with the defensive 

rebound. 

The win was Great Taste’s 
fifth win against seven losses 
while Ginebra dropped to its 
sixth loss in 1 3 matches. 

Great Taste and Ginebra bat- 
tled to three deadlocks in the 
final quarter before Kenny 
Fields sparked a 16-7 run that 
shattered an 87-all deadlock and 
gave the Milkmen a 103-94 lead 
with three minutes left. 

Fields finished with 34 points, 
grabbed 29 rebounds and 
blocked three shots. 

Jimmy Waller scored six 
points, including a triple and 
Dondon Ampalayo added a 
basket to shove Ginebra to 


PBA basketball 


Beermen wallop 
Alaska, 1 10-89 


within 102-105 with 1:53 left. But 
Fields slammed a dunk shot off 
an assist by Fabiosa to put Great 
Taste on lop by five, 1 07- J 02. 

The Beermen, with Norman 
Black, Elmer Reyes and Alvin 
Teng on the firing end. shattered 
the Milkmen's shaky defence to 
push themselves to an insur- 
mountable 99-85 lead and never 
looked back from there to win 
with plenty to spare. 

The Milkmen led the Beermen, 
70-62, midway in the third quar- 
ter but succumbed in the final 
period scoring only* 1 3 points. 

Alaska's total output and the 
1 3 points in the final quarter were 
the lowest in the current Con- 
ference. 

The Beermen played minus 
Ricardo Brown, who is suffering 
from food poisoning, but his 
absence was hardly felt as Black's 
charges played heads-up basket- 
ball throughout. 

Black finished the night with 


40 points. 

The scores: 

G.Tastc 113— Fields 34, Co2I.Tudks 
17, Cezw 14, Cupo 1 1. FsMosa 8. Catan, 
6 , Jareaco 2, Cristobal 0, CaMk 0, Rasas 
0. 

Gt&efcri 108— Wafer 50, Arapsiayo 22. 
Loyeaga C 10. Jam) raid 7. Mauaril 6, 
Isaac 5. Loyzaga J. 5, Goraalgo Z, Distrito 
t. Ducat 0. 

Qnartci scores 36-17.54-48. 83-79. 113- 
108. 

Reft. G. Udesan, A. Baitofcnne, R. 

San Migod 110 — Btaci 40. Dm 15. 
Digoadice 13, Cui 11, Cadabco 7, Teng 7, 
Calms 6. Graves 6. Pumarta 5. Ytvri £ 

Alaska 80 — Kennedy 47, Peanou 16, 
SaMaaa 7. ViBaBda 4, Rdosa 4, AMor 4, 
Vakadaao X Politico 2, Ramies Z, Lis 0, 
LazaraO. 

Qnartencores 25-28, 53-47,77-76, 1 10- 
89 

Reft: C. Ocampo Jr., Dr Bayaia, E. De 
Lena 

PBA Opes Coofereace 
Semifinal Rowd 
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Subtle shifts in Philippine diplomacy 


By Rene Pastor 


ON the surface, there’s no shift in 
the pro-Westera. pro-US stance 
of the Philippine government in 
its foreign policy. 

Whatever neutralist sentiment 
there is in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs is overshadowed 
by the pervasive presence of the 
US bases here, exerting their 
influence on the main players in 
the Philippine political arena. 

Despite detente with Moscow 
and Beijing, relations with the 
Socialist bloc remain cordial, 
neither warm nor cold, just a 
frigid sort of inbetween. 

A conference of “newly 
democratic countries” June 3-6 
being heavily promoted by 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul 
Mangjapus is introducing subtle 
shifts in the discreet wording of 
Philippine diplomatic relations. 

The Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua, persona non grata, 
reviled in Washington as a Marx- 
ist government, and plagued by 


CIA-funded Contras, is being 
invited to attend the conference. 

Ambassador Emmanuel 
Pelaez recently "got a call" from 
Nicaraguan Deputy Foreign 
Minister Jorge Chammoro in 
Washington “that they are 
interested in the meeting” and 
the request was sent all the way 
up to President Aquino, accord- 
ing to Foreign Affairs sources. 
Ms Aquino approved the invita- 
tion, a source said. 

A diplomat in the department 
claimed with some conviction 
that “there is no significance in 
the invitation to Nicaragua. We 
just feel that it should be invited 
after the peace settlement 
worked out there by President 
(Oscar) Arias” of Costa Rica 
made it “a newly restored 
democracy.” 

The diplomat conceded, 
however, that the “United States 
will read something into the 
invitation, especially since the 
bases review is being held at the 
same time fh<* Nicaraguan® will 


be here. ” ’ . , 

Mangjapus had maintained a 
stony silence whenever foreign 
affairs reporters would ask him 
about the Sandinisias getting an 
invitation to the conference of 
newly democratic nations. 

He would reel off Argentina. 
Brazil, Peru. Spain. Portugal, 
Greece. El Salvador and Hon- 
duras among other countries, 
complete with the Spanish 
accent, but “never" Nicaragua. 

Another diplomat admitted 
the invitation is a “signal" to the 
US and to other foreign coun- 
tries that the country wants real 
“equidistance” with the superp- 
owers. 

This diplomat added ihat ihc 
invitation sent to Peruvian 
President Alan Garcia “ reflects 
an interest on our side on how 
they handled their debt problem 
and what lessons we can learn 
from them." 

So far, eight countries have 
confirmed their attendance in 
June. They are Nicaragua. Peru. 


Argentina. Brazil. Guatemala, 
Spain, Portugal and Greece, 

LI ruguay and Bolivia will proba- 
bly make it. 

One observer commented 
acidly ihat all lhe countries com- 
ing “have all suffered at the .. 
hands of the United Stales.” ? 

There is no word from / 
Ecuador, the Dominican 
Republic. £1 Salvador and Hon- 
duras. 

Sources in the department said 
FI Salvador and Honduras may. 
be doubtful participants because 
ihey have their own differences 
with the Sadinistas and may not 
want to share the conference 
table with them. 

The Salvadorans often 
accused the Sandinisias of help- 
ing support and arm the 
Faribundo Marti guerillas in 
their country; the Hondurans 
have their own problems with 
Nicaraguan hot-pursuit opera- ra- 
tions against the Contras into * 
their territory. 

Associated Edftois. 


Bar girls 

take to 
the streets 


By Jun Alamo 


IT was one rally every riot 
policeman would have loved to 
be assigned to. even minus his 
truncheon and shield. 

The bar girls had earlier 
threatened to parade naked on 
the streets to protest the contin- 
uous raids conducted by the 
police. But WPD chief Brig. Gen. 
Alfredo Lim warned that he 
would send nude anti-riot 
policemen if the girls would go 
“bold.” 

But perhaps intimidated by 
Urn’s “counter-threat”, the girls 
of Ermita went to join their 
protest march last week pretty 
well-covered for the occasion. 

Thousands of bar girls and 
workers from Manila's liveliest 
pleasure district assembled at the 
comer of del Pilar and Sta. Mon- 
ica and, chanting “Mabuhay ang 
Ermita,” they proceeded 
towards the Western Police Dis- 
trict's Station No. 5 on United 
Nation’s Avenue before march- 
ing on towards City Hall. 

Led by Gilbert Compuesto. 
chairman of the Ermita Workers 
Association, the rallyists den--, 
ounced city officials for not put- , 
ting a stop- to the nightly-raids • 
being conducted by Station 5 = 
policemen under Lt. Col. Robert 
Barbers. 

The marchers, mostly women 
with such interesting names as 



The girls of Ermita take to the street 

Magnolia, Lotlot and Mommy 
Gigi. were dancing on the streets 
and some were even drinking 
beer as they held their protest 
inarch. 

They were joined by scores of 
foreigners who gave the rallyists 
“moral” support. And among 
their most vocal foreign suppor- 


ted in the different “dependents” 
of the tourist trade took turns in 
assailing Lhe raids. They said the 
continuing raids have severely 
affected their livelihood. 

Aside from the dwindling 
number of tourists patronising 
the bars of Ermita. the bar girls 
also protested the harsh treat- 


tern were two self-confessed West -* ment given to them by the police 
German .prostitutes, who said, and even some newsmen cover- 
“WeaJfenghting for the rightsufr; irtglhe raids. . 

"The rally leaders vowed to 
conduct more mass actions if the 
government would not do some- 
thing to alleviate the plight of 
some 4 5, 000 tourist bell workers. 


prostitutes. 

The rallyists who marched to 
the beat of drums, ended their 
march at Liwasang Bonifacio, 
where several speakers represen- 


A halt to wife beating 


By Jose M. Jr and Anita 
S.Melly 

WIFE beaters, beware! Y ou may 
no longer beat your wife with 
impunity if Senate Bill 284. spon- 
sored by Senator Ernesto 
Maceda, becomes law. The hard- 
working senator has taken the 
bull by the horns, for it is about 
time that a wife beating measure, 
punishing the culprit, were enac- 
ted by our legislative body in 
view of the high incidence of 
physical violence being inflicted 
on the poor, harrassed wife. 

In our counseling cases, we 
have observed an increase in the 
number of wives being hurt 
physically for even such flimsy 
grounds as continuous com- 
plaints, nagging, etc. No matter 
what the fault of the wife, 
physical blows, however slight, 
can never be justified. Some 
philandering husbands also 
cleverly employ the well-known 
battle strategy, “the best defence 
is offense.” So, if a distraught 
wife nags and nags the husband 
about his womanising activities, 
he resorts to physical indignities 
to shut her up. 

The Maceda bill defines 
habitual wife beating as “the 
infliction of physical injuries by 
the husband upon the wife for at 


least two successive limes in a 
period of one year, whether or 
not the spouses are living 
together .” Why twice? Because it 
is pre..ufned that the Filipina 
wife, before she ever complains 
of this criminal act, has by then 
received so many beatings that it 
will be sufficient basis for com- 
plaint. 

The complainant wife shall be 
entitled to live separately and can 
demand that the husband leave 
the family abode. The wife, if 
unemployed, and with no chil- 
dren, or even if employed, but 
has one or more dependent chil- 
drem will receive 50 per cent of 
the husband's salary, and 75 per 
cent thereof, if she is unemployed 
and has one or more dependent 
children. In case of legal separa- 
tion, the wife will receive three 
fourths of the conjugal property. 

In the Family Code, which will 
lake effect middle of this year, the 
very first ground for legal separa- 
tion is repeated physical violence 
or grossly abusive conduct direc- 
ted against the spouse. 

At the committee hearing 
presided over by the genial lady 
senator from the south, Santan- 
ina Rasul, it was suggested that 
spouse beating be used instead of 
wife beating to include husbands 
wbo are being maltreated, if 
there are any. We also suggested 


Batakan Ng Buto ’88 

THE stage is set for this year's 7th Annual Palarong Pilipino 
Mini-Olympics organised by the Kapisanang Pilipino sa 
Kuwait (Kapilku). The three months sports festival this year, 
tagged as the “ Batakan Ng Buto ’88” starts on Tuesday 1 7 May 
198S, at 7:00 am at the Ketfan stadium. 

Various men’s & women's teams will compete in the follow- 
ing sports events: Basketball, Vollyeball, Lawn Tennis, Table 
Tennis, Dart, Chess, Dama Checkers and Bowling. A special 3- 
day event. Marathon, win also be staged on 17, 18 & 20 May 
1 988 at the same venue. 

Except for Bowling which will be played at the Silver Tower 
300 Club and Lawn Tennis at the A1 Qadisiya Club, all other 
events will be played at Keifan gymnasium during holidays and 
Fridays. The games will start immediately after the opening 
ceremonies. 

Apart from the trophies that will go to the winning teams, 
special trophies will also be awarded to the following; Muse 
Palarong Pilipino '88; Best Team Uniform; and Best Cheering 
Squad. There will also be raffles drawn during game iniermis- 
ions with valuable prizes awaiting the winners. 

All Kapilku members are requested to bring their ID card to 
avoid inconvenience at the gates. Kapilku ID cards for mem- 
bers as well as guests are available at the Philipine Embassy and 
the gates during the entire duration of the sports festivities. 


that heavier penalty be imposed 
on drunken husbands, and hus- 
bands holding positions of auth- 
ority, especially those employed 
to maintain peace and order. 
Any husband violating the prov- 
isions of Bil 284 will be penalised 
with a fine of P5.000 and a prison 
term of one year. 

We believe a heavier penalty 
should be meted out to the guilty 
party to prevent such incidents, 
which not only hurl the defense- 
less wife but set an ugly example 
to the children. 

Even with a clear law, the pur- 
r of the measure may still not 
■ achieved since suffering wives 
usually do not complain unless 
the physical violence against 
them has reached grave propor- 
tions. Many wives are 
intimidated by the power, 
influence, material wealth of 
their male spouse. Wives also 
continue taking the physical 
abuses for emotional reasons, or 
to avoid the scandal the whole 
incident will bring to the family, 
especially the children. 

Perhaps one would comment, 
why the need for a wife beating 
law in a supposedly Christian 
nation? A family life education 
programme including subjects 
like the dignity of the human 
person, alternative actions to 
express anger and hostility, etc. is 
needed to prevent conjugal con- 
flicts from escalating into violent 
proportions. 


New deal 
for Pinoys 
in Japan 

N1NOY Aquino Inlernatiomfr 
.\irport — the six-month waitiog. 
time for Filipino contract work->' 
ers to go back to Japan will soon 
be scrapped in June. 

Rep. Consuelo “Baby” Puyal 
Reyes, head of a congressional 
delegation to the Philippine- 
Japan Parliamentarian Associa- 
tion meeting held in Tokyo 
| recently, said on her arrival that 
1 leading members of the Japanese 
• Diet (Parliament) are set to 
; introduce a bill that will elimin- 
ate the six-monib waiting time 
lor Filipino contract workers to 
go back to Japan. 

The Filipinos will soon have , 
the chance to go back to Japan 
even after a week-long stay here 
to get another contract. 

Talking on the problem of 
illegal aliens. Reyes said that 
both governments will have to 
impose stricter measures so as 
not to allow the entry of Filipino 
entertainers to Japan without 
\alid documents. 

Reyes said that there are 
80.000 Filipino entertainers in 
Japan working either as pros- 
titutes or dancers. About 50.000 
of them, she said, entered Japan* » 
wiih illegal papers. ■ 

Reyes said that these Fffipinos \ 
with illegal status were thosewhd* 
were facilitated and employed by 
the Yakuza. the Japanese Mafia, 
in connivance with local illegal 
recruiters. 

She said that she met Filipino 
entertainers in Japan and found 
out that some Filipinas are hired, 
to become maids. 

SSS coverage 
sought for 
overseas 
workers 

LAWYER Jose Malvar Villegas 
Jr., chairman of the Workers 
Consultative Body on Overseas 
Employment (WCBOE). batted 
yesterday the coverage of all 
Filipino overseas contract work- 
ers by the Social Security System 
(SSS), not only seamen as agreed 
upon by Labour Secretary Fran- 
klin Dnlon Jr., and SSS Admin- 
istrator Jose L. Cuisia Jr., wbo 
have earlier signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement requiring the 
mandatory coverage of all 
Filipino seafarers working over- 
seas by the SSS. 

Villegas said that other 
Filipino overseas overseas con- 
tract workers such as construc- 
tion workers, domestic help, 
entertainers, nurses, among oth- 
ers. must also be covered by the 
SSS to protect them and their 
dependents in so far as housing 
benefits, health, disability, 
retirement or death benefits are 
concerned. 

He also endorsed the clamour 
of the overseas workers to abol- 
ish the Overseas Workers Wel- 
fare Administration (OWWA) 
to which they contribute and ins- 
tead replace it with SSS coverage. 


Help for 
overseas 
Filipinos 

FILIPINOS wbo run into trou- 
ble abroad can now look up to 
the Pilipino Overseas Workers 
and Emigrants Recognition 
(POWER) Foundation for assis- 
tance. 

This was disclosed by Thelma 
Rondon, POWER Foundation 
chairperson, who said (hat the 
foundation has formed a special 
task force to assist overseas 
Filipinos in distress. 

Rondon said that the task 
force is headed by lawyer Serafin 
Rivera, the foundation vice 
president for legal affairs, who 


recently succeeded in securing 
the release of five merchant 
marines illegally detained in 
Indonesia. 

To raise funds for the task 
force, the foundation will hold a 
benefit premier of “Nuts”, a 
Warner Brothers release starring 
Oscar award winning performers 
Barbara Streisand and Richard 
Dreyfus on May 3 at Rizal 
theatre. 

Rondon and Ener Sampang, 
POWER Foundation president, 
called on civic-minded citizen* 
and organisations to help the 
task force and Lhe preparation 
for an international convention 
of overseas Filipinos in Decem- 
ber. 

Sampang said POWER Foun- 
dation will request President 
Aquino to declare December as 
Overseas Filipinos Month to 
attract more Filipinos abroad to 
visit the country. 
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THIS Is the scene overlooking a local furniture store which collapsed on Thursday In 
central Mexico. Rescue workers have taken S3 survivors and 14 dead from the remains 
of the building. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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FRENCH President Francois Mitterrand is surrounded by Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
(left), Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy and Foreign Affairs Minister Roland Dumas 
(right) during the family picture of the new government, outside the Ely see Palace on 
Friday. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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ROYAL mother-to-be, the Duchess of York, appears at the 
Royal Windsor Horse Show on Friday. She is expecting her 
first child later this year. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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A SEA of crosses Is lifted to foe ^{jj^ p r °^y .Thousands ofpeople streamed In 

(Reu te rw,repho,o) 






ISRAELI police escort Palestinian men on the 
Temple Mount as they are taken from the mount under 
arrest. Israeli police clashed on Friday with hundreds of 
demonstrating Palestinians following Friday prayers at Al 
Aqsa mosque. Nineteen Palestinians were arrested. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 
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AN Amal fiqhter screams with excitement after firing a 
rocket-propelled grenade at Hezbollah positions 
yesterday. (Reuter wirephoto) 


GREEK Culture Minister Melina Mercouri meets Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
during an official visit to Ankara. (Reuter wirephoto) 


a 


l' ' 












r; 




m 












^>1 


m 






'm&iz 

r&yjjfc 1 # 


vr 

OV^ 

■jtm 




’*•'>» V-''. 


m 

p 

i &m 


& 


r-x. 




TALKS to end war in Angola between South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha (right) 
and Angolan Justice Minister Fernando Franco Van Dunem (left) ended on Friday with 
both parties agreeing that there Is a willingness on the part of the 
address the Issues. The talks were hosted by the Congolese Foreign Minister Antoine 
Ndlnga Oba, centre. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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RESCUE workers comb the smouldering ruins of a house destroyed when a truck bomb 
exploded in downtown Kabul yesterday, killing as many as eight and injuring 20 people. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 










BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Asean told 
to forge closer 
economic ties 
to safeguard its 
future 

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14, 
(Kuna): Asean, the grouping of 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore 
and Brunei has been reminded of 
the urgency to force a closer 
economic ' cooperation to 
safeguard the region's economic 
future in the face of the realign- 
ment of economic powers. 

: ThechairmanoftheGroup 14 
(G-I4) working committee, Paul 
. Leong, told a news conference 
here today that in view of this 
: economic configuration and 
other uncertainties in inter- 
national trade, it is of utmost 
importance that Asean now 
'expedite regional economic 
.•cooperation to increase its bar- 
. gaining and economic strength. 

He said while the European 
Economic Community will 
.become a common market by 
.-1992. the United States is plan- 

■ ning a free trade area with Can- 
- a da and is also developing a 

■ closer economic tie-up with 
■Mexico. 

: ; Australia a ad New Zealand 
•[also appear to be moving closer 
.towards economic cooperation, 
he added. 

Stressed 

Leong who was a former 
Malaysian Primary Industries 
Minister stressed that all these 
configurations mean these major 
blocs would become more than a 
force to be reckoned with in 
future. 

As such, he added, it is one of 
'utmost importance that Asean 
should emerge as a strong 
regional bloc to enhance its bar- 
gaining power and ensure its own 
economic survival. 

The G- 1 4 working committee, 
essentially a private sector 
initiative and so called as it com- 
prises two representatives from 
each Asean member country plus 
a chairman and vice-chairman, 
was formed under theauspicesof 
the Asean Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry (Asean-CCl) 

The committee is an extension 
of the G-I4 which was formed in 
October 1986 to draw up recom- 
mendations for accelerating the 
.-progress of economic coopera- 
^op within Asean;,.. v 
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to act as agents 
for trade 
with Iran 

.KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, 
May 14, (AP): Four Malaysian 
banks have formed a consortium 
to buy Malaysian goods for 
export to Iran, with collection to 
take place through the Iranian 
central bank, on Iranian embassy 
official said yesterday. 

.• Syed A. Rezvani, second 
..secretary at the Iranian-embassy 
in Kuala Lumpur, told reporters 
’that the consorti um plan is aimed 
at boosting trade between the 
two Muslim countries. The final 
agreement will be signed between 
the central banks of the two 
countries in June, he said. 

Muhyiddin Ismail and Noor 
.Mohamed Yaakob of Bank 
Negara. Malaysia's central 
bank, visited Tehran last week to 
work out the details, Rezvani 
said. 

Meanwhile, Iranian ambas- 
sador to Malaysia Reza Mar- 
shed Zadeh said his government 
decided Iasi week to lift the ban 
on the importation of palm oil. 

■ Malaysia is one of the world's 
largest producers and exporters 
of palm oil and has been urging 
Iran to lift the ban for many 
years. 

Venezuela 
to invest $12b 
in oil industry 

CARACAS, May 14, (Opecna): 
Venezuela will invest more than 
Si 2 billion in its oil industry dur- 
ing the 1988-93 period. 

According to an announ- 
cement by Peiroleos de Ven- 
ezuela (PDVSA), the state oil 
company, investment this year 
will reach $2 billion. 

The figure will increase to 
three billion in 1 989, three billion 
agai o in 1 990. two billion in 1 99 1 , 
one billion in 1992 and one 
billion in 1993. 

Under a diversification 
programme, PDVSA will 
imbease the use of natural gas in 
Venezuela's industrial and 
petrochemical sectors in order to 
free more oil for exports. 

The company disposes off 
500,000 bpd of its oil overseas 
'through joint-venture arran- 
gements with companies in the 
United States, West Germany 
■and Sweden. 

The immediate goal is to 
increase the figure to 700,000 
bpd, 

PDVSA’s American, West 
German and Swedish partners 
will invest about $200 million in 
the Venezuelan oil industry. 


Wall Street’s contrary optimists 


Bright outlook for stock market 


NEW YORK, May 14, (AP): If 
you apply an old Wall Street 
principle known as contrary 
opinion, the outlook For the 
stock market would seem to be 
pretty healLhy. 

Hardly anybody these days is 
able to work up much enth- 
usiasm either for stocks or for the 
business outlook over the next 
year or two. 

And from long experience, 
students of the investment scene 
will testify, whenever a large 
majority of people agree on what 
the financial markets are likely to 
do, they are probably wrong. 

The extent of the pessimism 
now bolding sway among invest- 
ment managers, analysts and 
economists shows up in the 
results of the latest poll of more 
than 300 “decision makers’* con- 
ducted by Richard Hoey at 
Drexel Burnham Lambert Inc. 

For the stock market, Hoey 


reports, the bears outnumbered 
the bulls by 2-to- 1 . On bonds, the 
radio was an even more lopsided 
3-to-l in favour of the pessimists. 

Evidence 

Anecdotal evidence abounds 
to support that heavy negative 
bias. The talk on Wall Street 
these days is that interest rates 
have nowhere to go but up. 

And the slow and halting 
recovery in stock prices since the 
crash last year is just about 
universally labelled a “bear 
market rally" that will soon run 
its course. 

“The most comforting thing 
about today's experience is that 
many analysts believe the stock 
market rally cannot be sus- 
tained," obs erved Vincent 
Agnew at CTT Investment Man- 
agement Group, a firm that man- 
ages more than $2.5 billion. 

“The reason this is comforting 
is because whenever the crowd is 
anticipating one set of events, the 


market has been known to 
perversely confo und everyone by 
doing exactly the opposite." 

As simple as contrary opinion 
sounds, though, it can be very 
difficult to practise. For one 
thing, in trying to determine 
what the real consensus is in 
order to go against it, you 
sometimes have try to separate 
what people say from what they 
really feel. 

Sentiment 

Lately, for example; some 
standard statistical measures of 
investor sentiment suggest 
stocks have not been beaten 
down to bargain basement 
extremes like those seen on some 
past occasions. 

Price-earnings ratios of 
several leading market 
indicators lately have hovered 
between 14-to-I and 1 5- to- 1 .The 
multiple is down from better 
than 20 last year, but still 


nowhere near the single-digit 
levels it reached at times in the 
1970s and early 1980s. 

The market did not do much 
for optimistic “contrarians" in 
the past week. The Dow Jones 
average of 30 industrials closed 
Friday at 1,990.55, down 16.91 
points from the week before. 

The New York Stock 
Exchange composite index fell 
.58 to 145.30; the Nasdaq com- 
posite index for the over-the- 
counter market 6.94 to 372.48, 
and the American stock 
exchange market value index 
3.87 to 297.94. 

Volume on the Big Board 
averaged 1 53.07 million shares a 
day. against 151.13 million the 
week before. 

The market's weakest 
moments in the past week did not 
exactly occur in a vacuum. Major 
banks raised their prime lending 
rates from 8.5 per cent to 9 per 
cent. 


What’s more, a good many 
traders might heave been reluc- 
tant to bid aggressively forstocks 
before the government’s mon- 
thly report on international 
trade, scheduled to be released 
this Tuesday. 

Commentary 

“So we go on to the next num- ■ 
ber 7 the dreaded trade statistic.” 
observed Midtael Sherman at 
Shearson Lehman Hutton in his 
latest market commentary. 

“Is this the way we were sup- 
posed to Invest, hanging from 
week to week on every flick of 
data? Can't we' find some more 
stable criteria on which to judge 
the direction of the markets? 

“We think that if you step tack 
a little bit, you can. To our mind, 
the market today is dominated 
by fear, and that fear will 
ultimately prove overdrawn. 
Upon such realisation will come 
an improvement in stock and 
bond prices.” 


Economy has a good deal of momentum, says Voicker 

Bankers see further rises in US rates 


NEW YORK, May 14: Bankers 
predicted further boosts in the 
prime lending rate at US banks, 
after major American banks 
raised their prime lending rate to 
9 per cent from 8- 1/2 per cent, the 
first increase since October, 
according to the Wall Street 
Journal. 

“There are more to come. The 
only question is the timing,** said 
Robert G. Dederick, executive 
vice-president at Northern Trust 
Co. in Chicago. 

Federal Reserve officials, 
worried that inflation pressures 
are beginning to accelerate, are 
likely to tighten credit even fur- 
ther over the next few months, 
according to Dederick and other 
analysts, “the Fed wants to make 
sure the economy doesn't over- 
heat,” Dederick said. 

But Federal Reserve Board 
Governor Wayne Angel! hinted 
broadly on Thursday that the 
Fed may not further tighten 
monetary" policy as many market 
observers expert. Iii a speech. 
Angel! said “those that are cer- 
tain of what the Federal 
Reserve’s next step might be very 
well be mistaken.” 


Angel I 's remarks came as the 
government concluded its three- 
day. approximately $26 billion 
quarterly financing. In the sale 
on Thursday, the Treasury sold 
about $8.5 billion of new 30-year 
bonds at an average annual yield 
of 9. 17 per cent. 

Prime rate changes usually lag 
well behind other interest-rate 
moves. While not important to 
the US's largest companies, 
which have other sources of 
credit, the prime still commands 
great attention because bankers 
use it as a base rate on loans to 
many small and medium-size 
businesses. 

It is also used as a benchmark 
for many types of consumer 
loans, including auto loans and 
home-equity loans. 

Increase 

The prime rate increase, which 
was initiated by Chase Manhat- 
tan Ban k, had been widely expec- 
. ted beqapse,of receqt increases in 
the banks' own borrowing costs. 
; MoreSpf.ilhe TafeL Reserve 
this week- Lightened credit a little 
more, pushing up short-term 
interest rates, in an effort to show 
its determination to combat 


inflation. 

The federal Funds rate, which 
banks charge each other on over- 
night loans, has climbed above 7 
per cent from about 6-1/2 per 
cent to 6-5/8 per cent in late 
March. 

When the spread between the 
prime rate and federal funds 
narrows to 1-1/2 percentage 
points or less, “Banks typically 
raise their (lending) margins,” 
said David Jones, senior vice- 
president and economists at 
Aubrey G. Lanston & Co. By 
Tuesday, for instance, the dif- 
ference between federal funds 
and prime had narrowed to 
about 1 .4 percentage points. 

Chase's move was quickly foll- 
owed by Citibank, Manufac- 
turers Hanover Trust Co., 
Chemical Bank, Bankere Trust 
Co.; First National Bank of 
Chicago and Mellon Bank in Pit- 
tsburgh, among others. 

Riggs National Bank in 
Washington raised its prime rate 
tajfW/4 pCT.centifbom&-d^per 
cent late last month, but the 
nation's biggest banks didn't 
move until Wednesday. 

Some analysts think the Fed 


may soon take even tougher 
action to keep inflation under 
control. 

“I'm not yet convinced the 
Fed’s tightening has been com- 
pleted," said Lawrence A. 
Kudlow. chief economist at 
Bear, Stearns & Co. “I wouldn't 
rule out a 7-1/2 per cent federal 
funds rate in the next 30 days, 
and therefore the prime rate 
could climb higher. 

Respect 

Robert Di Clemente, an econ- 
omist at Salomon Brothers Inc., 
said: “We generally expect as the 
economy continues to expand, 
there will be further pressures for 
higher rates with evidence of 
higher inflation. We'd expect 
federal funds to trade between 7- 
3/4 per cent and 8 per cent during 
the second half of the year and a 
higher discount rate at some 
point.” The discount rate, or the 
lending fee the Fed charges 
.banks and olher financial institu- 
tions, is 6 percent. 

S Paul Voicker, the Federal 
■Reserve Board's former chair- 
man, said on Tuesday that the 
US economy “has a good deal of 
momentum.” But he also said. 


“It is equally clear at times you 
can have a surfeit ofgoodnewsin 
that respect,” adding that the 
economy is getting “close to” full 
capacity. “So there is a question 
of how much more we can grow” 
without generating higher infla- 
tion, Voicker said at a meeting of 
the Women's Economic Round 
Table, where he received an 
award. 

Wednesday's prime rate 
increase was the first, since just 
before the stock market crash. 
But unlike last year's series of 
increases, this rise in the prime “is 
symptomatic of a stronger econ- 
omy and higher inflation, not a 
signal pointing to an economic 
downturn,' said Jones of Aubrey 
G. Lanston. “Just about every 
angle sector of the economy is 
pointing up.” 

And unlike October, which 
marked the start of three 
separate prime rate cuts — the 
most recent Feb 2 — “there are 
likely to be further increases !in 
the prime to 9-1/2 per>«Cent,” 
Jones predicted, “an investment 
manager should stay in cash,” 
because rising rates threaten 
both stocks and bonds, he said. 


How to make money from charity 


By Midas 


WITH a title like that, you might 
think I’m about to reveal some 
appallingly amoral scheme to 
steal from the blind, but don't 
worry, I haven't sunk that low. 

The idea I’m going to write 
about today concerns several 
special trusts which have been set 
up in such a way as to benefit 
your favourite charity, as well as 
your own pocket. The way they 
work is quite simple, what hap- 
pens is that your money is inves- 
ted in strong British companies 
which pay a slightly higher than 
average dividend. You sign a 
covenant giving the income from 
these investments to the charity, 
but keeping the capital gains for 
yourself. 

The idea was launched some 
time ago by the Child Health 
Research Investment Trust. 


Shareholders in the Trust saw 
their capital grow by 400 per 
cent, which is good going by 
anyone’s standards. 

Meanwhile, the Child Health 
Research Appeal got £800,000 
from the Trust which was wound 
up last year and is no longer 
available. 

Scheme 

Another Investment Trust 
scheme which was recently 
wound up was Fidelity's Cystic 
Fibrosis Investment Trust which 
ran for five years. In that time the 
capital value of the£l shares rose 
to £5.50 and the charity received 
an annualised return of 30 per 
cent. 

Turning to schemes which are 
operating currently, one of the 
latest ventures is the United 
Charities Trust, which was 
originally founded by Mencap in 
1982, but was extended to other 
charities last year. The well- 
known M&G group handle the 


investment management and 
Barclays Unicorp do all the 
administration. The United 
Charities Trust totals around £2 
million so far and the shares have 
risen from 50p in' 1982 to I70p 
today. 

Meanwhile, Mencap has 
already received over £50,000 
from the Trust. The other 
charities that joined last year 
include the RSPB, The English 
Speaking Union, Dr Bamardo’s 
Homes and Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. Shareholders can choose 
which of these charities they 
want to receive ' their income 
payments. 

Fee 

Another way of running a 
charitable trust is the new Target 
Global Opportunities Fund. 
This year, that amounts to 
£100,000, which will help quite a 
few children in the world. 

Henderson's Kidney Patients 
Association Investment Trust is 


another example of a fund that 
has done very well for both the 
charity and the investor. Laun- 
ched in 1983 at£l per share, the 
Trust has given £440,000 to the 
charity, most of which has been 
spent on dialysis machines. The 
shares are now worth £2.30 and 
the Trust will not be wound up 
for another two years. 

Finally, one of the newest 
trusts is the Children’s Medical 
Charity Investment Trust which 
was launched last year and is due 
to run for ten years. The man- 
agers, CS Investments, say the 
Trust is conservatively managed 
and that they mil charge no man- 
agement fees whatsoever. The 
aim is to provide an annual 
income to the charity which will 
be at least equal to the return on 
the London 500 Index. 

So keep your eyes open, you 
might just be able to do some 
good and do yourself a favour at 
the same time. 


Gulf American businessmen voice support for trade bill 


WASHINGTON, May 14, 
(Kuna): A 17-member delega- 
tion of American businessmen 
from the Arabian Gulf region 
ended' one week of talks with 
members of Congress and the 
Reagan administration on ways 
of improving American trade 
relations with the Gulf and 
sought congressional support for 
US arms sales to the Gulf states. 

The delegation included mem- 
bers of the American Business- 
men’s Assodations in Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman, 
Bahrain and Qatar. 


The delegation from the 
American Business Association 
of the GCC countries represent 
more than 700 American- 
affiliated companies, employing 
some 1 6,000 Americans, many of 
whom live in the Gulf with their 
families. A spokesman for the 
associations placed the total 
number of Americans in the Gulf 
and their families at 50,000. 

Visit 

A spokesman for the delega- 
tion, David Stockweli, told a 
press conference here yesterday 
that during their week-long visit 


to the capital, delegation mem- 
bers sought to discuss with con- 
gressmen ways of promoting 
trade competitiveness for US 
companies, -supporting security 
assistance to friendly nations in 
the region, maintaining tax 
exclusion for expatriates, and 
providing trade specialists for 
institutional development. 

Stockweli, a member of the 
Business Association of Dubai, 
said members of the delegation 
found more “receptivity” among 
members of Congress this year to 
meet with them and discuss 


mutual interests on trade, 
security, and other issues. 

Members of the delegation 
expressed their support for the 
current trade bill because it con- 
tains some positive aspects which 
would help American trade bill, 
he said. But President Reagan 
has pledged to veto the bill. 

According to figures by the 
Commerce Department, the 
GCC is America’s sixth largest 
trading partner, buying about $5 
billion worth of American mer- 
chandise a year while supplying 
mainly oQ to the US. 


UAE chamber 
chief criticises 
agreement 
with EEC 

ABU DHABI, May 14, (AP): A 
business leader yesterday criti- 
cised the agreement to be sigped 
next month between the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity. 

Saeed A1 Otaiba. president of 
the UAE federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry, 
is a long-time critic of European 
protection measures against 
Gulf petrochemical exports to 
EEC member countries. 

AI Otaiba is also the father of 
Mana Saeed Otaiba, the Ofl Min- 
ister of UAE, one of the six. mem- . 
ber states of the GCC. The others 
are Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain a nd Oman. 

The UAE business leader said 
in a report published by the local 
chamber's magazine said “the 
issue of European restrictions of 
Gulf petrochemicals exports 
remains a major problem in trade 
transactions between the two 
groups.” 

Noting that the agreement 
drafted in Brussels last month 
stated that no new customs 
duties or restrictions should be 
imposed by either side, Al Otaiba 
said: “The agreement robs the 
Gulf states of their right to 
reciprocate by imposing customs 
duties or protective restrictions 
on imports from the EEC.” 

He added that this was a 
“right" available for the Gulf 
states which depend on Europe 
forabouL34percenioftheir total 
annual imports, estimating this 
at $15 billion. 


Experts predict moderate growth 


HOT SPRINGS, Virginia, May 
14, (AP): The nation’s top busi- 
ness leaders today offered an 
upbeat assessment of the econ- 
omy, predicting balanced, 
moderate growth this year. 

In many respects, the econ- 
omic forecast by the Business 
Council, composed of 61 
executives from the nation s lar- 
gest corporations, was even 
rosier than the one offered at the 
group’s last meeting just before 
the October stock market crash. 

“Our consultants are feeling 
rather good about the economy. 
... they fed better than they did 
six months ago,” said Johns. 
Reed, chairman of Citicorp. The 
council’s economic report 


reflects a consensus of views hdd 
by the chief economists of mem- 
ber corporations. 

They predicted that the econ- 
omy, as measured by the gross 
national product, would grow at 
an annual rate of 2.4 percent this 
year and 2. 1 per cent in 1 989. 

Forecast 

When the executives last gath- 
ered for their semi-annual meet- 
ing a! this mountain resort, they 
were expecting somewhat better 
GNP growth, 3 percent this year. 
However, the latest forecast 
shows more moderate inflation 
and lower unemployment. 

Consumer prices are seen ris- 
ing 3.9 per cent in 1988 and 4.6 
percent the next year, compared 


with 4.2 per cent in 1 987. 

The executives said unem- 
ployment, which was 5.4 per cent 
m April, would remain under 6 
percent through 1989. 

Reed said the mix of economic 
growth expected this year is heal- 
thier than the 3.8 per cent growth 
in 198”. 

The economy in 1988 will rely 
less on consumer buying and a 
buildup in inventories and more 
on improved exports and higher 
spending by businesses on new 
equipment, he said. 

Although Reed stopped short 
of saying the stock crash was 
good for tile economy, he said, 
"there were certainly good 
aspects to iL“ 


It relieved a buildup of tension 
in financial markets and gave the 
world's central bankers room to 
lower interest rates, he said. 

“The economy and our busin- 
esses are doing quite well in spite 
of that problem,” IBM Corp. 
chai rman John F. Akers said, 
referring to the crash. “No one is 
talking about that anymore.” 

But some executives said there 
was a feeling that the economic 
outlook was almost too good to 
be true. 

Edmund T. Pratt Jr, chairman 
of Pfizer Inc., said the federal 
budget deficit and the trade 
deficit remain serious concerns. 

The executives said the trade 
deficit should drop below $150 


billion this year, down from a 
record $ 17 1 .2 billion last year. 

The budget deficit was expec- 
ted to remain “disturbingly 
high” at $154 billion in 1988, up 
from $1 50.2-billion in 1987. 

“Many of us continue to feel 
we must be living on borrowed 
time tobe having such good busi- 
ness conditions when the 
underlying fundamentals are so 
questionable,” Pratt said. 

Robert D. Kilpatrick, chair- 
man of Cigna Corp., said the 
budget deficit will be the most 
significant economic problem 
faced by the next President. 

“Clearly, nothing will be done 
about it in an election year," he 
said. 



Ecuador may adopt tougher 
approach to foreign debt 

QUITO, May 14, (Reuter): Ecuador is tikdy to adopt a tougher 
approach to foreign debt negotiations mater die presidency of 
social democrat Rodrigo Borja, economic analysis and banker? 
say. Borja, who beat rival social democrat Abdala Bocaram in 
presidential elections on Sunday , has said Ecuador cannot afford 

toserrireitsS^JbflBonfordgndebt under existing terms and wiH 
have to renegotiate. Bankers and analysts say they are uncertain 
that an agreement between Ecuador and Its creditor banks 
initialed last October will be signed. One analyst, who is dose to 
the steering committee of creditor banks, said the committee was 
insure when die agreement to reschedule about $5.1 bOfion would 
be finalised. “The steering committee would like to be a lot more 
sore it (die agreement) trill be signed," be told Renters. “But they 
haven’t given op and the process is going on.” Bankers and 
analysts said they hoped the agreement would be signed in the 
next three months before Borja takes office from conservative 
President Leon Febres Cordero on August 10. Borja has said the 
terms of the agreement were too harsh. In a meeting with foreign 
journalists on the eve of the election, be said Ecuador's having had 
to pay 73 per cent of the value of its exports in 1987 to service its 
debt awl 50 per cent in 1986 was “a barbarity.” 

Analysts, noting Borja’s speeches, said they expected Ecuador 
to harden hs stance on debt talks. Hie president-elect has said the 
country would not make large debt repayments if that interfered 
with the country’s economic growth and efforts to improve living 
conditions for the poor. Nonetheless, hankers said that despite 
Borja’s tough ter approach to debt they were reassured by his 
statements that he wants a good relationship with the inter- 
national Bmwirial community. “I thought Borja’s statements 
were quite positive and I feel thoe is no reason we can’t work well 
together," one banker said. 

Trade bill would hold import 
dealer hostage, says study 

WASHINGTON, May 14, (AP): Trade legislation passed by 
Congress could cost the United States thousands of jobs in the 
nation’s nearly 10,000 imported-auto dealerships, their trade 
association says. “The massive American imported automobile 
market is going to be held hostage,” said Robert McElwaine, 
president of the American International Automobile Dealers 
Association, at a news conference yesterday. The S40-bflUon-a- 
year imported automobile business is a likely target if the United 
States moves to restrict imports inn trade dispute, McEtwaine 
said. “We are the first target for retaliation,” he said. “We are 
such a huge target. Not only is therea large volume of product. It is 
such an expensive product, and there is a large amount of money 
involved.” President Ronald Reagan has vowed to veto the trade 
bill because of a provision requiring advance notice of plant 
dosings. Should Reagan veto die irifl. Congress would be in a 
better position next year to write less damaging trade legislation, 
McEtwaine said. “By next year, according to oar calculations, 
the trade deficit wfi] have been drastically reduced, the export 
wave will be at foil flood, (and) America’s prosperous economy 
wifi be so expart-dependen* that, few wonid be wilting to risk 
deputing the economy with an ill-advised trade bffl.” McElwaine 
said. McEhraine said the danger to Ins industry comes from 
proririons designed to encourage the executive branch to retaliate 
against nations restricting US access to their markets. “I think it 
would cause us damage," McElwaine said. Restrictions on 
imports of South Korea's Hyundan can alone could potentially 
cost 15.000 jobs at dealerships, McElwaine said. 

■ Sd 

Britain formally agrees 
to contribute to new facility 

LONDON, May 14, (AP): The British government yesterday 
formally agreed to contribute to a new lending facility of the 
International Monetary Fund. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson indicated last December that Britain would sub- 
sidise one-sixth of the total lending of {he so-called enhanced 
structural adjustment facility. Yesterday, be exchanged letters 
finalising Britain's contribution with IMF managing director 
Michel Camdessus. Britain’s subsidy is die largest announced by 
any country, and will amount to £40 million ($76 million) a year 
by the mid-1990s, theTreasnry said. The United States is the only 
major IMF member that has not agreed yet Co contribute to the 
fatality. A decision by the United States has been delayed by 
budget talks. The facility was created to provide increased 
lending to low-income countries undertaking economic adjust- - 
meat programmes. The loans would be available at an extremely 
concessional interest rate of 0.5 per cent, and repayment of the 
principal of a loan would begin 5-1 /2 years after its disbursement 
and end 10 years later. 

Reagan urged to sign trade bill 

WASHINGTON, May 14, (Reuter): Congressiotud Democrats 
presented a controversial trade bill to President Reagar, on 
Wednesday and pleaded with him to sign it into law. The 
Democrats staged a series of events titronghoot the day to master 
pabifo support for the bOL which is aimed at making US industry 
more competitive in world markets. They also warned Vice- 
President George Bosh, who has locked up the Republican 
presidential nomination, that the biD will be a major iaan* in the 
presidential ca mpaig n tins antonm. Afthoogb Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan and West Germany frequently have been men- 
tioned as targets of the trade biD, the measure would force the 
President to retaliate against any country with “numerous and 
pervasive” trade barriers. Reagan has said he trffl veto the bffl 
because of a provision requiring major firms to give 60 days’ 

notice before doang a major plant or laying off a large number of 

workers. “We’re pleading with the President to sign the bOL" 
House of Representatives Speaker Jim Wright told reporters 
shortly before a ceremony during which be signed the bOl and 

formally seat it to Reagan. Wright said the document, crafted in 

three years of negotiations, “provides the tools by which America 
can be more competitive on world markets — so we can resume 
our rightful place." The White House made dear Reagan would 
not reconsider his opposition to the biQ. 

Tfe mounting US trade deftest has been a driving force behind 
tiie legislation, which would target trading partners the United 

States feels have erected unfair barriers against American goods. 

Shanghai Volkswagen to issue bonds 

BEIJING, May 14, (AP): The Shanghai Volkswagen Corp. has 
announced plans to issue 29.5 mflliou yuan ($8 million) worth of 

■"E to fimds for moderating its operation, the 
officiaT Xinhua news agency reported. Xinhua said the Chinese- 
west Germany joint venture, which produces Santa passenger 
rarsfor sate in China, will be the first foreign joint venture to 
China to issue bonds. In toe past few years several Chinese 
«»n>aiues have experimented with issuing stocks and bonds. 

f 0 ”* isw “ , S company or government agrees 

tor^-afterafixed penodof time, white stocks are a share totS 

ownership of actmipany. Xinhua said Shanghai Volkswagen will 

£5-25 nrfffion) worth of bdtis to 

Gennan tectowtogy that wifl enable the 

ears and 1°0,°00 engines each year by 

1 W 5 * beg * n OP***** ™ September 

1985, produced about 10,000 care last year, using 90 per cent 

plans to produce lS.OtWthL yJS? The 
- pa ?“f s invested about 190 
^flbonynan ($51.4 mflbon) id the facility last year, according to 
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fe ALSHALL Index for Kuwait shareholding companies recorded 
on Wednesday an average of 36.76 points with a decrease of 0.34 

pomts from last week's average. Alshall Index for Gulf sharehold- 
ingcompames reached 46.95 points with an increase of0.16 points 
for the same period. . 

^ The trading volume for Kuwaiti shares reached 14.13 million 
r shares at a daily average of 2.83million shares with a decrease of 52 

' per cent from the previous week daily average of 5.91 million 
i* shares. Gulf traded shares reached 19.52 million shares at a daily 
J average of 3.90 million shares with an increase of2Q.7percent over 

2 last week daily average of 3.23 million shares. The value ofKuwaiti 

J traded shares was KD3 .490 million at a daily average of KD0.698 

million, a decrease of 62 per cent from last week daily average of 
1 KD 1 .848 million. The value of Gulf traded shares was KD0.498 
' million at a daily average of KDO. 100 million a decrease ofl 1 per 

J cent from last week daily average of KDO. 1 12 million. 

The market resumed its weak performance which was more 

* obvious for Kuwaiti shares. The total traded value declined by 

, about 60 per cent compared with last week average for both 

* Kuwaiu and Gulf shares. This weak performance of the market is 
■ partly related to the general weakness of the market and partly to 

the shift of concentration in trading to the sectors and companies 
t which have lower shares prices. 

t For Kuwaiti shares the banking sector had the lead at 34.9 per 
► cent 6F total traded volume — less 46 per cent th^n last week — of 

which The Commercial Bank had 32 per cent. The Gulf Bank 18 
per cent and Kuwait National Bank 17 per cent. The investment 

sector came second at 21.4 per cent of total trading of which 
Kuwait International Investment Company had 39 per cent. 
Commercial Facilities 22.per cent, IFA 1 9 per cent 
The services sector came third at 21 per cent of total trading with 
Kuwait commercial markets ranking first at 77 per cent of this 
sector, followed by Mobile Telephone Systems at 1 6 per cent, then 
Public Warehousing Company at 4 per cent 
For Gulf shares the other companies sector had the lead at 85.6 
per cent with Ras A1 Khaima White Cement having 56 per cent of 
the total Gulf shares market, Fujaira Cement 28 per cent and 
Bahrain International Bank 12 per cent. 
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Insurance Sector 

Kuwait Insurance Co. 
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Gulf shareholding companies index 

Wednesday Wednesday Change 




Wednesday Wednesday Change 

Banking Sector 

11/05/88 

04/05/88 
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Kuwait National Bank 

87.25 
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The Gulf Bank 

28.59 

28.17 

0.42 

The Commercial Bank 

21.25 

21.25 


AJ Ahli Bank 
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, „ ‘ 

Bank of Kuwait & M. East 

27.19 

26.75 
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Kuwait R. Estate Bank 
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Burgan Bank 
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Kuwait Finance House 
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Kuwait Investment Co. 
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Kuwait lot. Invest Co. 
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Financial Companies 

First Gulf Bank 
United Gulf Bank 
Bahrain In tern a L Bank 
Bahrain M. East Bank 
Gulf Investments Co. 

Coast Lav. & Dev. Co. 
Bahrain Kuwait Znv. Gro. 
Arabian Gen. Inv. (Shuaa) 
Sector Index 
Other Companies 
Gulf Cement (fully paid) 
Sharjah Cement 
Ftrjaxra Cement 
Ras A1 Khaima W. Cement 
Gulf Medical Projects 
Sector Index 
Overall Index 
Base Period 31/12/1983. 
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KUWAITI SHAREHOLDING COMPANIES 
WEEKLY TRADING VOLUME FROM 
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GULF SHAREHOLDING COMPANIES 
WEEKLY TRADING VOLUME FROM 
JAN.1 - MAY 11,1988 
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Inflation under control 


Morocco set for high 1 988 growth 


RABAT, May 14, (Reuter); 
Morocco, which has witnessed a 
dramatic tumround in its econ- 
omic fortunes over the last few 
years, can look forward to econ- 
omic growth this year of five per 
cent. Central Bank Governor 
Ahmed Bennani told Reuters. 

Detailing the fruits of a com- 
bined austerity and economic 
liberalisation package, Bennani 
maintained Morocco had turned . 
its back on a difficult period 
when it was forced to renegotiate 
repayments on a soaring foreign 
debt 

Low 

In a wide-ranging interview, 
he said the country was now 
meeting all its targeLs for repay- 
ing total loans of around SI 7 
billion. 

“We have serviced all our 
debts without interruption and 
without receiving any fresh 


money,”he said. 

In addition, he said, inflation 
was low and under control at 
around four per cent, exports 
were increasing despite tougher 
competition from overseas, and 
private investment was grouting. 

Buffeted by a steep decline in 
the price of phosphate, the coun- 
try’s main export, poor harvests, 
and by a rise in both the price of 
oil and world interest rates, 
Morocco turned in 1983 to the ' 
International Monetary ^und ' 
(IMF! for help. 

System 

By 1986, it had also completed 
negotiations with private banks 
ana embarked on a dual policy of 
internal economic reform and 
dismantling trade barriers as a 
spur to exports. 

Salaries of government work- 
ers were frozen, state subsidies 
cut back, and an out-of-date tax 


system recast on a Western 
European model. An important- 
licensing system was abandoned 
and customs duties reduced. 

“Morocco is a country which 
took advantage of its problems 
to set up a modern fiscal system” 
Bennani said. 

Loan 

He said Morocco recorded a 
modest surplus on its current 
account in 1987 of just over SI 2 
million — the first surplus since 
the 1970s — and predicted it 
would be substantially higher 
this year. 

Bennani, who took over at the 
top of Bank Al-Maghribin 1985, 
said the country's balance of 
trade had also improved 
dramatically. Exports in 1988 
would cover over 70 per cent of 
imports, compared to only 50 per 
cent in the early 1 980s. 

vt We are achieving equilibrium 


EEC ministers meet to discuss 
proposals for common currency 


TRAVEMUENDE, West Ger- 
many, May 14 r iAP): Finance 
and economics ministers from 
the European Economic Com- 
munity meet today to discuss 
proposals for a single EEC 
currency designed to create a 
barrier-free internal market 
throughout Western Europe. 

Central bank presidents from 
the 12 EEC nations are to join in 
a closed-door working session in 
the Baltic coastal resort town of 
Travemuende, near the port city 
of Lae beck. 

Several key West European 
leaders, including West German 
Foreign Minister, Hans-Dietnch 
Genscher, have proposed creat- 
ing a common EEC currency as 
well as a central EEC bank to 
manage it 

Problems 

But observers say creation of 
such a currency could be fraught 
with so many problems that it 
may be an impossible dream. 

*“I doubt that the (EEC) gover- 
nments are prepared to niake 
such a far-reachmg. decision.” 
Karl Otto PoehL president of 


West Germany’s central Bundes- 
bank, told reporters last week. 

In February, Genscher urged 
that the EEC appoint a team of 

experts to come up with a definite 

plan. 

The proposals for a common 
currency are expected to be a 
major topic of discussion at the 
Travemuende meeting. 

Other possible means of stren- 
gthening the EEC’s European 
Monetary System are also expec- 
ted tobe topics at the mating. - 

Plan 

Genscher, former French Fin- 
ance Minister Edouard Bahadur 
and others have said a common 
EEC currency would strengthen 
West European unit and help 
smooth the way to a barrier-free 
internal market throughout 
Western Europe by 1992. 

France's New Finance Mini- 
ster, Pierre Beregovoy, said he 
would not be attending the con- 
ference in Travemuende. France 
will be represented by Treasury 
Director Jean-Claude Trichet 
and Bank of France Governor 
Jacques de Larosiere. 


But sceptics of the plan, 
including Poehl, say they don’t 
think EEC governments are 
ready to take steps that could 
lead to denting their currency 
autonomy. 

Poehl and others have pointed 
out that many EEC nations 
including Britain are not even 
fun members of the Commun- 
ity’s current exchange-rate sys- 
tem, known as the European 
Monetary System (EMS). 

“At a time that most of the 
EEC countries are not even able 
to fulfil their obligations to this 
very limited system, it's a little 
premature to talk about some- 
thing new;” Poehl said. 

Only; West Germany, France, 
the Netherlands, Denmark and 
Ireland are full members of the 
EMS, which works to stabilise 
currency exchange rates within 
the EEC. 

. Poehl has also repeatedly war- 
ned that any steps towards exalt- 
ing a central European bank 
could infringe , upon the con- 
stitutional independence of the 
Bundesbank. 


despite the politics of rigour, 
liberalisation ... the opening up 
of our markets," he said. 

However, a privatisation 
programme, partly financed by a 
5240-million World Bank loan, 
to stimulate a sluggish and over- 
manned state sector is progress- 
ing slowly. 

Bennani declined to give 
details of when and how many 
state-owned companies would 
be sold into private hands, but 
said he doubted they would 
include such key monopolies as 
the state phosphate group, OCP. 

Bennani also ruled out the 
complete abolition of foreign 
exchange controls in the near 
future, stressing that even Wes- 
tern Europe still had restrictions 
on capital flows. 

“You cannot ask small coun- 
tries like Morocco to go faster 
than big countries,” he said. 

Mobil defeats 
South Africa 
pullout 
proposals 

PHOENIX, Ariz., May 14, 
(Reuter): Mobil Corp, the 
second largest US oil company, 
yesterday overwhelmingly 
defeated two shareholder 


proposals which would have 
required it to abandon or limit i is 
operations in South Africa. 

“Ofl is the lifeblood of South 
Africa’s white-minority regime," 
one shareholder said at the com- 
pany’s annual meeting. Without 
oil* the white supremacy in South 
Africa would face a severe crisis.' 

Product* 

Mobil chairman Allen Murray 
said Mobil, through its contin- 
ued operations in South Africa, 
is working to bring about social 
and economic changes. 

“We will do everything we can 
to bring about the end ofl aparth- 
eid,” Murray said, referring to 
South Africa’s policy of racial 
separation. 

MobiTsSouthem African sub- 
sidiary refines and markets 
petroleum products in South 
Africa, but does not supply crude 
ofl to that nation. 


KD deposit 
rates ease 
in quiet 
trading 

MOST Kuwaiti dinar deposit 
rates eased yesterday in quiet 
trading as bidding interest waned 
ahead of holidays next week. 

Local dealing rooms wilt close 
'from Monday or Tuesday 
through Friday for th Eid A1 Fitr 
holiday marking the end of the 
Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan. 

Banks sought funds only for 
the next two days, with overnight 
business at Thursdays’ 10 per 
cent and tomorrow-next at nine 
and 9-1/2 per cent. 

Rates firmed sharply on Thur- 
sday after the Centra] Bank 
announced an unexpected issue 
of three-month treasury bills for 
KD 100 million dated May 21 . 

Spot-next funds maturing on 
that date were quoted at seven, 
six peT cent but there were few or 
no bids. 

The fixed periods were up to 1/ 
4 point below Thursday's at 6-3 / 
4, 1/2 perceni for the one-month. 
6-3/4, 3/8 percent for the two and 
three-month and 6-5/8, 1/8 per 
cent for the six through 12- 
month. 

The Central Bank dinar 
exchange rate was slightly firmer 
at 0.27373/83 to the dollar from 
0.27384/94 at Thursday's close, 
while commercial banks quoted 
spot rates of around 0.27375/85. 

Meanwhile, the Saudi Inter- 
bank deposit market was quiet 
and rates steady yesterday, the 
last day of trade before the start 
of a week-long banking holiday 
for Eid A1 Fitr. 

“Most banks squared their 
positions for over the holidays a 
few days ago,” said one dealer. “1 
didn't even open my books 
today.” 

Trade fair to focus 
on non-oil 
export products 

LAGOS, May 14, (Opecna): The 
Lagos state trade fair which is to 
open here next Friday will focus 
on Nigeria's non-oil export 
products, according to State 
Commissioner for Commerce 
and Industry, Dr Babatunde St 
Matthew-Daniel. 

He told newsmen that the 
week-long fair would feature 
tourism, agriculture and indus- 
trial services and would be atten- 
ded by.,unmigratiojci, howl and 
taxi company . representative 
whoha<Mtreoia»to<*wfa&teurt 
ists. 

The commissioner pointed out 
that great potential for foreign 
exchange generation in the coun- 
try remained untapped. 

Around 100 participants had 
registered for the Tair while a fur- 
ther 200 had shown an interest in 
attending, he added. 

Kuwait doubles 
urea production 

KUWAITI urea production for 
fiscal 1986-87 at 804,000 tonnes 
was 102 per cent in excess of 
installed capacity and 117 per 
cent higher than m 1 985-86. 

According to the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation's 1986- 
87 report, the company also 
produced 683,000 tonnes of 
ammonia during the period, 
recording an increase of 243,000 
tonnes over the earlier year. 

The report said a "remarkable 
improvement’ occurred in urea 
prices in the second half of the 
year, while the world markeL for 
nitrogenous fertilisers remained 
unstable through the first half of 
the year. 

Urea sales increased by 

140.000 tonens to 820,000 tonnes 
and those of ammonia reached 

187.000 tonnes from 35,000 ton- 
nes a year earlier. 

Sulphuric acid sales fell from 
3,800 tonnes to 3, 100 tonnes. 


KUWATT 


BANK SECTOR P.CLS IT 
-NATIONAL BANK 0.860 0.860 

-GULF BANK 0.345 

• -COMMERCIAL BK 0.244 

-AHLI BANK 0.285 0.285 

-B.K.H.E 0.310 

-K.R.E.B. 0.365 

-BUR GAN BANK 0.240 

-K.F. HOUSE 0.405 0.405 

INVESTMENT SECTOR 

-KWT INV. CO. 0.166 

-K.F.r.e.i.c. o.2io — — 

-K.I.I.C. 0.158 0.160 

-COM. FACILITIES 0.485 - — 

-AHLI AH INV. 0.000 

-I.F.A. 0.104 

-INV. PEARL KWT 0.106 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

-KWT INSURANCE 0.690 

-GULF INSURANCE 0.37D 

-AHLI A INS. CO. 0.520 

-WAR BA INS. CO. 0.455 

REAL EST SECTOR 

-KWT R.EST. CO. 0.226 

-UNI R.EST. CO. 0.116 0.116 

-NAT R.EST. CO. 0.202 

-SAL HI AH R.E. 0.075 

-KWT PROJECTS 0.081 

-KWT R.E. I. CON 0.000 

INDUSTRY SECTOR 

-NAT IND. CO. 0.510 

-KWTK.P. IND. 0.280 

-KWT CEMENT CO. 0.238 

-REF. IND. CO. 0.415 

-N.A.K.T.C0. 0.000 

-GULF CABLE 1.000 

"K. PH. IND. CO. 0.188 

-C0NT. MARINE 0.350 

~K.SH.REP.CO 0.042 

SERVICES SECTOR 

-OVERLAND TRANS 0.081 

-K.N.C. CO. 0.790 

-KWT HOTELS CO. 0.174 

-P. WAREHOUSING 0.136 

~COM.MKT.CMPX. 0.020 

-MOBILE TELE. 0.370 0.370 

-KWT COMPUTER 0.188 

FOOD SECTOR • 

-LIVESTOCK T.T. 0.220 

-UNTO FISHERIES 0.132 

-UNTO POULTRY 0.238 

-KWT FOODS 0.285 

-AGRI.F000 PRO. 0.150 

M0N-KWT SECTOR 

-BKN. INTER. BK 0.066 

-BNN.M.EAST.BK 0.042 0.042 

-UNTO .GULF BK 0.000 

-COAST INVEST. 0.078 

-A.G. INV. CORP 0.037 

-FIRST. GULF BK 0.620 ----- 

-B.K.l.G. 0.085 

KUWAIT STOCK EXCHANGE 
COMPANIES LISTED ON THE PARALLEL 
FINANCIAL SECTOR P.CLS LT 

-PEARL I MV. CO. 0.098 

-GULF INV.CO. 0.041 

-GULF INTI INS 0.009 

-ARAB INT CO. 0.055 

-SHARJAH INS 0.000 

-GULF UNION INS 0.055 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

B-GULF MEDICAL 0.016 

C-R.K.WHITE d*T 0.025 

D-AJMAN CEMENT 0.0 07 

E-FUJAIRAH CENT 0.007’ 

H-UMM OAIUAJN 0.019 
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India plays a major role 
in world banking 


BRUSSELS, May 1 4 ; Is India an 
important actor on the world 
stage in economic terms? One 
index of its relative importance is 
the number of overseas branches 
of Indian banks — not in major 
financial centres such as London 
but in. say, Brussels. 

India is represented in Brus- 
sels. The nameplate of the Bank 
of Baroda is to be found here, 
alongside those of Japanese, 
American and Arab banks. The 
bank in fact opened its branch 
office here long before many of 
its foreign competitors accord- 
ing lo Economic Times. 

Purchase 

Belgium itself does not gen- 
erate much business for foreign 
banks; even its own banks are 
busy expanding abroad. The 
Bank of Baroda’s branch office 
hasbeen active, therefore, in rais- 
ing funds for borrowers in India 
and for NRI, whether based in 
London or elsewhere. 

Early this year it raised just 
under S 1 1 million to finance the 
purchase by an Indian firm of an 
off-shore oil rig. Some 1 5 months 


ago it raised $15 million for 
another Indian customer, to pay 
for a jack-up rig for oil explora- 
tion. 

Although the Brussels branch 
can also lend in Ecu — the 
European Currency Unit — 
Indian borrowers are uninteres- 
ted in the EECs “currency," 
according to V.R. Nair, manager 
of the Brussels branch. He 
attributes their indifference to 
the weakness of the US dollar 
and the fact that no European 
firms invoice their overseas 
buyers in Ecus. 

The bank of Baroda is not the 
only Indian bank represented in 
Belgium: the State Bank onndia 
has a branch in Antwerp. But the 
two seem to complement each 
other, with the State Bank finan- 
cing the diamond trade and the 
Bank of Baroda the off-shore 
business. 

The activities financed by the 
latter for its Indian and NRJ cus- 
tomers include the purchase of 
ships, oil exploration, joint ven- 
tures abroad, hotel construction, 
etc. 
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US producer prices rise 0.4pc 


WASHINGTON, May 14, 
(Reuter): Prices at the wholesale 
level rose 0.4 per cent in April 
after climbing 0.6 per cent in 
March, the government said 
today. 

The increase suggested that, 
although inflation is likely to 
creep up this year because of the 
robust economy, prices are not 
rising at a dangerously rapid 
pace, economists said. 

The 0.4 per cent rise, which 
largely reflected sharply higher 
energy prices, was exactly in line 
with Wall Street’s forecasts. So 
far this year, producer prices 
have risen at an annual rate of 2.9 
percent, the Labour Department 
said. 

Excluding food and energy, 
two volatile categories that often 
distort the underlying inflation 
trend, the producer price index 
rose just 0.1 percent in April, the 
Labour Department said. 
Increased 

The modest increase, together 
with Thursday’s report of a 0.6 
per cent drop in retail sales in 
April, was likely to allay some of 
the fears in financial markets that 
the US economy was on the verge 
of overheating. 

Wayne Angell, a governor of 
die Federal Reserve, the US cen- 
tral bank, said on Thursday that 


he was not worried that the econ- 
omy, now in its 66th month of 
consecutive growth, was expand- 
ing too rapidly. 

Higher 

Although the Central Bank 
had nudged interest rates higher 
in recent days, a move that 
should take some steam out of 
the economy, Angell ruled out 
the need for more drastic action 
such as an increase in the dis- 
count rate, the rate the Fed char- 
ges banks for emergency loans. 

The combination of a steadily 
expanding economy and res- 
trained inflation is an ideal recipe 
for the Republicans contending 
November’s general election, 
political analysts said. 

la the 12 months through 
April, producer prices rose 1.7 
percent, the LabourDepartment 
said. 

Prices 

A jump in energy prices 
accounted for about half of the 
April increase. 

After falling 0.8 per cent in 
February and rising 0.9 per cent 
in March, the price of finished 
energy goods soared 3. 1 per cent 
last month but were still 1.3 per 
cent below their year-earfier 
level. 

Much of the energy increase 
was due to a 4.3 per cent rise in 


natural gas prices, which had 
fallen in five of the six previous 
months. 

Home heating oil prices rose 
5.2 per cent but were still only 1.1 
per cent higher than in April 
1987. Gasoline prices rose 0.7 per 
cent after climbing 1.5 per cent in 
March. 

Prices of food and capital 
equipment also advanced last 
month but at a slower pace than 
in March, the government said. 

Food prices rose 0.4 per cent 
after a 0.7 per cent March 
increase but were only 0.9 per 
cent higher than a year earlier, 
the Labour Department said. 

Prices of eggs, fresh fruit and 
fishallfellio April, slowing down 
the overall rate of increase in 
food prices. 

After a 0.4 per cent increase in ■ 
March, capital equipment prices 
rose only 0.2 percent in April. 

One worrying aspect of the 
report was a broad-based 
increase i n prices of goods at the 
intermediate stage of processing, 
which rose 0.8 per cent in April 
following a 0.6 per cent gain in 
March. 

The increase was led by metals, 
chemicals and paper products, 
industries that are operating 
close to full capacity Lo meet 
strong domestic demand and a 
strong influx of foreign orders 


ALA- ADO IK COMPANY 
ARAB ALUMINUM IND. 
ARAB BANK 
ARAB CHEMICAL DTER 
ARAB FINANCE CORP. 
ARAB INSURANCE 
ARAB INT.INV/TRAD. 
ARAB I NT. UN I ON INS 
ARAB INTER. HOTELS 
ARAB JOR/INVST/BK 
ARAB PAPER CON/TRO 
ARAB PHARMA. HANF. 
ARAB PHARMA/CHEM 
ARAB POTASH CO. 
ARABIAN SEAS INS. 
BANK OF JORDAN 
BELGIUM INSURANCE 
CAIRO AM4AN BANK 
OAR AL SHAAB PRESS 
OAR ALDAUA DV/INV. 
DARCO/ INVEST /HOUS. 
F I NANCE/CRED IT /COR 
GARAGE OWNERS OFF 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 
GENERAL NINNING. 
HIHMEtf MINERALS 
HOLY LAND INS. 
t HD. /MATCH JEMCO 
INDSTRL DEVLPT BNK 
[NDSTRL/GONK/AGR. 
INDUSTRIAL INVEST. 
INTERN. CON/INV 
IRB1D ELECTRICITY 
ISLAMIC INV. HOUSE 
I TERNED/PETR I/CH 
J.TOUR-SP COMPLEX 
JERUSALEM INS. 

JO TOBACOO/CIGARET 
JOR CERAMIC FACTOR 
JOR EAGLE INS. 

JOR ELECTRIC POWER 
JOR FINANCE HOUSE 
JOR GLASS INOUSTRY 
JOR HOTEL TOURISM 
JOR INDUSTRY CHEM. 
JOR INS AND FIN. 

JOR LEASING CORP. 
JOR LIM BRICK 
JOR MANAG/OONSULT 
JOR NATIONAL BANK 
JOR PAPER CARDBROG 
JOR PHOSPHATE MINS 
JOR PIPES HANUFACT 
JOR PRESS/ PU&. I SR . 
JOR PRINTrt©Mfcfcf 
JOR ROCK WOOL IND. 
JOR SECURIT. CORP 
JOR SELPKO CHEM. 

JOR WOOD INDUSTRY 
JOR WORSTED MLL 
JOR. KUWAIT AGR 
JOR. PETROL I(JM REF 
JOR. FRENCH INS. 

JOR. INV. FIN. CORP 
JORADAN GULF REAL 
JORDAN DAIRY 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
JORDAN GULF INS. 
JORDAN INSURANCE 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BNK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN TANNING 
LIVESTOCK/POULTRY 
MACH/EQU/RENT/MAIN 
NAS INDUSTRIES 
MIDDEL EAST HOTEL 
MIDQEL EAST INS 
MINERALS RESEARCH 
NAT. FIN. INVEST CO 
NAT/CABEL/WI RE/HF 
NATIONAL AHLIA INS 
NATIONAL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO 
NATIONAL STEEL 
ORIENT DRY BATTARY 
PETRA BANK 
PETRA JOR. INS. 
PHILADELPHIA INS. 
RAF I A INDUSTRIAL 
REAL ESTATE INV. 
SHIPPING LINES 
SPINING WE V] HG . 

THE HOUSING BANK 
UNITED INSURANCE 
UNIVERSAL CHEM. IND 
UNIVERSAL INS. 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
YARMOUK INSURANCE 
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4.10 3.95 
2.39 2.63 


0.79 0.79 
1.20 1.32 
0.60 0.60 
1.41 1.41 


0.19 0.20 
0.96 0.96 


0.22 0.23 
0.50 0.50 
2.48 2.48 

3.00 3.00 
2.22 2.22 
1.14 1.14 

t&m 

0.57 0.59 
0.76 0.77 
2.69 2.74 
1.09 1.13 
4.52 4.50 

1.00 1.00 

7.07 7.07 


0.98 0.99 
1.17 1.16 
0.94 0.95 
13.8513.90 
1.63 f.09 


0.77 0.76 
0.74 0.76 
0.69 0.73 
0.60 0.40 
60.0060.00 
0.60 0.55 
1.80 1.80 
0.97 0.97 


2.77 2.75 
0.25 0.28 
2.05 1.97 
0.50 0.50 
0.89 0.91 
0.80 0.80 


0.77 0.78 
1.74 1.74 


FOLLOWING are interna- 
tional currency rates as quoted 
by local banks and announced by 
the Central Bank of Kuwait yes- 
terday. 


US dollar 
Stg 
D.M 
S.fr 
F. fl- 
it. lira 
Jap.yen 
Bh. dinar 
UAEdir 
S. riyal 
Q. riyal 
O. riyal 


-27299 
.51567 
. .16177 
.19457 
.04774 
.00021691 
.0021691 
.72395 
.07433 
.07275 
.07496 
.70888 


Setting 

27436 

.51964 

.16307 

.19625 

.048150 

.0002194 

.0022064 

.72798 

.07475 

.07316 

.07S40 

.71290 


FOLLOWING are the average 
KD interest rates of local inter- 
bank transactions as reported by 
participants to Central Bank of 
Kuwait yesterday. 

Period Bid Offend 

1 month 61/2 7 

3 months 63/8 613/16 

6 months 63/16 65/8 

1 6 61/2 
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ACCOMMODATION 

For Rent 


KUWAIT City, near Hilton Hotel. 
Furnished accommodation for 
bachelors. Tele. Sam. 2466918. 
2466919. 8 am -2 pm. 

CAT6-42243-3) 


MISHRIF, villa consisting of 6 
bedrooms, hall, saloon, fully car- 
peted including a garden, in 
excellent location. Tele. 2544689. 
2-6 pm. 

(ATI -42262-33 


FOR SALE 


Cars 


Available 


CHEVROLET Malibu 1981. AC. 
automatic, white, two doors, in 


KUWAIT City. Sharp, single 
room in a CAC flat for 2 Indian 
bachelors to share with an Indian 
family. Rent KD95 with water and 
electricity. Tele. 2457639. 

(AT2-42273-3) 


perfect condition. Best offer. Dr 
Yahya. 5751 958, 9 am - 9 pm. 

(ATI -42258-23 
VOLKSWAGEN Beatle 1979. 
manual with AC. KD500.Tele. Mr. 
Nagy. 48 1 4077, 481 1 753. 9 am - 4 
pm. 

(AT6-42248-3) 


KUWAIT City, behind the Cath- 
olic Church, accommodation in a 
room for one person, to share with 
a Goan family. Tele. 2450281-2, 
9.30 am - 3 ran. 

(AT2-M-TM-1) 


MERCEDES 280S 1978. fully 
automatic, green metallic with 
AC. in very good condition. 
KD950. Tele. 5385094, 1 2 - 3 pm. 

(AT2-TM-2) 


SALWA. House 196. Block 7. 
behind Irani Shop. One big room 
with kitchen, water and electricity 
for a family/bachelors, to share 
with an Indian family. Rent KD50. 
Tele. 561 1243. 

(ATI -42260-6) 


RAT Uno. model 1987. turbo i.e. 
1300 cc. 8000 kms. As good as 
new. electric/powered windows, 
stereo, manual gear, dark grey 
metallic. Best offer. Tele. 
4837623. 8 am -2 pm. 

(ATI -42267-3) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


FOR RENT 


Monte Carlo Circus 

When — May 10 to 25 
Where — Qadbdya Club 


Hurry! 


Villas, half villas, 
buildings, and flats 
with or without 
swimming pool. 


Special All Ffflplno 

Sponsored by AI-NAK. Est. 
Express Door to Door Service 
CaU: 4839056 


AI Azraq 
Real Estate 

Tel. 2452199, 2452198 



. 4 kA),&£o’S,C 


I hi UIA 




Specialists 

in 

authentic 

Punjabi, Mughlai and Tandoori cuisine, 
prepared by Iftekhar Ahmed, expert 
chef from Lahore. Expert in cooking 
Biryani, Tandoori Prawn & Fish Tikka. 
Open for lunch and dinner. Takeaway 
also available. 


Free parking avaBabtc* 


PS 





Fahad AI Salem Street, opposite Plaza Hatel.Tel: 241170 


MITSUBISHI GalantGLS 87. folly 
automatic with overdrive, white, 
2QO0cc, in excellent condition. 
KD35Q cash ono. and 41 x KD70 
Installments. Tele. Dias, 5614534. 

(AT2-42275-3) 


TOYOTA Crown 81. white, folly 
automatic, in excellent condition. 
KD875. Tele. 5655061. after 4 pm. 

(AT2-42274-2) 


RAT 131 Super Mirafiori. model 
82. in excellent condition. KD650. 
Tele. 562627a after 4 pm. 

CAT2-42271-2) 


CAPRICE Classic 1977. AC. 
automatic, cream colour with new 
engine, gear, interior, in excellent 
condition. KD8Q0. Tele. 4887482, 

2 -10 pm. 

(AT 1-42259-2) 


NISSAN Cherry. 1983, 2 tone 
brown, in good condition. KD 350. 
Tele. 5385094. 12- 3 pm ^ 
(AT2-TM-2) 


DAIHATSU 11/87 Rocky Gulf 
Stream, luxury version. ia000 
kms. Owner leaving Kuwait Must 
sell. Like new. KD2.800 cash. Tele. 
241 7007 ext 51 . 9 am - 2 pm. 

CAT6-42237-3) 


TOYOTA Cressida. 1983, AC, 
automatic, light blue, 82,000 kms. 
in good condition. Highest offer. 
Tele. 4885867. 

(AT2-42279-33 


Miscellaneous 


COLT GLX 1985. white, low 
mileage with good AC. radio and 
cassette. Regularly maintained 
and serviced, in excellent condi- 
tion. KD725. Tele. 3903475. 

(AT2-42268-3) 


FARWANIYA behind Holiday 

Ina Wafa Complex; flat folly furni- 
shed with tele.. 2 bedrooms, hall. 2 
bathrooms, kitchen CAC. 
Basement for car parking with 
swimming pool. Rant KD225. 
Tele. 4735953. 

(AT6-42255-3) 


VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1980, blue 
motor and exterior. 73.000 kms. 
stick shift with AC. October regis- 
tration. second owner. Like new. 
KD500 ono. Tele. Smith. 3901546 
ext 32,5-6 pm. 

CAT2-42269-3) 


BLAJ AT Street 2 bedroom apart- 
ment CAC, marvellous sea view. 
Fixed rent KD220 with water and 
electricity. Furniture and electric 
appliances. KD750. Tele 
5735099. 

CAT 1-42253-3) 




DOOR-TO-DOOR 
Sendees to 


Philippines 

Please contact: Tony, teL. 

No .2412332 / 2447529 

Air & Sea Freight 


FOR RENT 

Villas — part of 
villas and flats. 2-3- 
4 bedrooms, 
garden, car park 
pools & telephone. 


Black Gold Real Estate 

2403388 >—2403399 



AL-WAZZAN STORE 


lOCAIHfcMMNCMAMMySTBBT 
SHUWMCH, MEM BANK STBET 
CA11TEL 483 S749 / 463 675S / 461 6232 



SIT US FOR BIG VARIETY OF TOP QUALITY PRINTERS 
“EPSON" OR “STAR" OR “PANASONIC" 80/132 COLUMNS 


IOW OR HIGH SPEED ARABtC/BtGUSN BUUIGUAL . -i. 

^ LATEST MODaS ARRNH)'F 0 R EX-STOCK DELM&Y 

PRICES UNBBJBMBLY LCNV 
NEW MODELS HAVE S 1 DUJK.T MS. SHEET FEB 06 S 


All AUTO LOAD 

WE MAKE EX-STOCK DHJVERT ALL PRINTERS 


SPECIAL 0FTHE MONTH =TAKE FREE BORA RB80NAND PRINTER CABLE WnHANYPRINTB? 
PURCHASE) 

JUKI DAISY WHHL W6USH LETT® OUAUTY PRMIte 
0NLYKD. 65/- WITH RUE EXTRA RB8CNS AND CABLE 


ALL PWNTHB CARRY 12 MONTHS UMUB)WARRAITY 


km Human an other coMMita pomhais 


ONLY SEEING IS BELIEVING. 

PLEASE VtSU OUt NEWLY DEC0RWS) SHOW ROOM 
FOR CASH AND CW*Y SELF SBMCE SUPER MARKETTYPE STSTBI 



I.i -J l r 'y-., i • I • 

Hussain Fahed Al-Ome* 


A:<! j ! i c A! • S : 1 e~ S : . Sou k Wo.of 2416174/2 
Husscir F chid Ai-Qrr-- Bide . “u:vs Si.. Hd'.vclii; 


Abdulaziz Abdulmohsin AI Rashed 

offers high quality & better value 


(J) 



BCW I c e crea m Maker 
KDptMMT- KD 9.100 




S 


Li <*£**■.■ 
f.-OGEBB n 



Magic Chef 


-$94Sfi-KD£L900 
Made In USA, U-31E 


Etedrical Egg Boiler 
4.250 



4220 Body Manege Syetem -w- 

- KD 6-910 


vespa 


Vaccuum cleaner 
5 yaarii guarantee 


MepedalOW 
KD4«3=KD 128450 
Made in Italy 50ce 


Fehd AI Salem Street Jowharat AI KhaleeJ Bldg. Tel: 2432981 


II ■ ithanne Electronlca Center. MuthannaCcmptexTet: 242 12^ 


COMPLETE household furniture 
plus photographic equipment 
Mamiya 645 system. Polaroid 
600E. professional, Yashica 
124G. Tin Tungsten floor lights, 
slide projector.. Durst enlarger 
etc. Tele. 2642486. 

(AT2-42282-3) 


Tuition 


KAWAl piano, upright, black, 
excellent condition, KD500 firm. 
Tele. 5729235. 

(ATI -42256-3) 


GUITAR and orgait available for 
all levels. Tele, Mr, Ghazaly. 
5623780. 11 am r 630 pm. 

(AT&42238-3) 


NAME CHANGE 


WINDSURFER’ two sails, roof 
rack (ten cate) KD40. rowing 
machine KD35, washing machine 
KD35. Tele. 4840760. evening. 

(AT&42240-3) 


SITUATIONS 


1. Loknayki Ganash Muthu. holder 
of Indian passport No. 895844 
embraced Islam and changed my 

name to Naida Now. I should be 

called by my new name. 

(AT2-42278-1) 


Vacant 


LOST 


MAID required immediately for 
an Indian family, foil-time or part- 
time. in Fahaheel. Residence can 
be provided. Tele. 3910165. 

(AT2-42285-3) 


HOUSEMAID required for an 
Indian executive with a family liv- 
ing in Jabriya. Tele. 5317684. 

CAT2-42Z70-2) 


KUWAITI driving licence. Abu 
Dhabi driving licence and Abu 
Dhabi S3 card including money in 
the name of Bieiitz. Finaer please 
tele Mr. Bid rtz, 4743721 ,4743742 
(ATI -42265-3) 


PETS 


PASSPORT No. F0 16277 in the 
name of Idroos Mohammed Man- 
gel. Sri Lankan. Finder please tele. 
Misriya. 3616336 or contact the 
Sri Lankan embassy. 

(AT6-42242-3) 


HOME wanted for affectionate 
house trained kitten. Also 
beautiful Siamese kitten for sale. 
KD30. Tele. 4840760 evenings. 

(AT6-42240-3) 


CIVIL card in the name of Cesar 
RnkemageL Filipino, lost in Man- 
gaf area. May 8. Finder please 
Tele. 2413522, 4894315. 

(ATI -42261-3) 


ALKHADRA 
REAL ESTATE 

(1M« MUMoMieimi) 


Accommodation available In 
various areas, ranging from 1 or 2 
bedroom flats In a new building In 
Salmlya to villas in Mishrit and 
Jabriya. 

Rteg Km WtMtOB 5740298/7 (direct) 
5758888/5758080/5759034/5757- 
239 al at 283 or 9799870 (AM). 


< FOR RENT > 

A flat in Jabriya on 5th 
Ring Road. Consists of 3 
rooms, o hall and 
saloon, 2 bathrooms, ? 
kitchen with deluxe' 
finish. 

ForlnfonnatkHi call Aba 
ASM 2469600/1 249 
mornings, 

Usama 2408928/4 
tannings. J 


AHEST 


For computer career 
classes held by professional hands 


1. AutoCAD 

2. Basic Programming 

3. Cobol Programming 

4. D base III Plus 


5. Engineering Planning 
(CPM) — Primevera 

6. lotus 123 

7. Word Processing 


We undertakecomplete tccbnicaJLsupport 
" r ‘ u --<^BGes«tthwpremise&- 




Special bargain 

— 3 topes (Indonesian & others) — KD1 

— TO topes (Singaporean) — KD1 
— Posters — 500filseach 

— Original tapes 3 + 1 free 

— Don't forget to take special discount coupon. 


At — Sound of Music Coutro — ground floor. 

Souk AI Kaboar, Kuwott 
— Atonal Music International Stop No 4. 

AI Babtaln BuMIng. Kuwait, new N.LC. Showroom. 


REQUIRED 


A first-class workshop requires: 

1) A female expert In ladles' dress 
design. 

2) First-class female tailors 

3) Female finishing workers. 

Full or part-time. 

Must have transferable residence. 

Call Tel: 9029103 






Each day\ 
in the 
classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 



ARAB Times NEWS IS OUR BUSINESS 



KODAK. VR35cameraK12k^m 

Sultan Centre. Salng®. 

Finder please tele. Fay 5657000 
**377.9^- Ipr^l^ 


TO all English, US; French. Italian 
families . who cleared personal 
effects around 13.T1.87 at 
Shuwaikh Port ? have lost one 
forwarding box containing Ger- 
man books, if found with your 

S3,37M - . tAT 2 - 4227 fr 3 ) 


PEUGEOT 505 station wagon, 
model 78 or 76 in good condftkxi . 
Tele. Ahmed, 2658137. 

• (ATI-42266# 


PEUGEOT 505 station waqbft? 
mddel86or87.ingcxxlconcfatiOR; - ' 
Tele. Ahmad. 26S8137. > 
CAT1-4226S-3X- - 


FOR REN' 


Mtahilf Vita. 4 w» carp** 

and curtain*. KD MO. ' ' 

SwrrarVMa wtlh •whfw»fc*Bpoo( I KO 
SSD. 4 badrooms, KDBS6. 

SahrK Vina, 5 badrooma wflb 
nrimmlna pool, KD MU. 

Vita far MteMWlor, KD t8M pta 
mwqr vitas and <Wa wntabte in afl 

mn In KimlL 


Qatar Real Estate 

’ Tub 2404992, 2406993 



free delivery In provinces 


FOR RENT 


Philippines 
Door to Door 
Service a 


Abughcsh Inti. 
Tef. 4843447 
SARAH 


Villas> 1 /2 villas, fiats, 
apartments, storey etc., 
in all areas of Kuwait. 

nessilbJi Beach 
Real Estate 

Tele. 24018f 3 
2408510 


Kuwait Lanka 
restaurant. • 




dcojam tajfiiS ■ ji+.Y ■ 



E8PE8YAL IMA HAIMDOOS! 

"Masarap napagkaingpinoy, sa n ap akamur ang helaga" 
Special catering for birthdays and private parties. 

For Information and dffwctfone, 
oaHMLNo. 3SC7910. 



•eLNta MW 7910. 


Golden op portunity 

for Indians! " 


New boota'na now open from Pune 

Exclusive fiats, shops, bungalow & small villa. 1, 2 
& 3 bedroom flats on easy instalments. Offer valid 
until 30/5/88. 

For details, contact Mr Hussein Basra l,Mr Shah Indra 
^Tel. 2428022, 9 am to 1 pm & 4 to 8 pm. 



CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 


2 . insertions KD 4. Three insertions KD5 


OmfidoDs: 

. ; . 1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on tins coupon, or 
preferably, completed at the Arab Tunes office between 830 hj®. 
— Ipjn.and430 — tipjn. 

2. To complete the coupon, follow the sequence of the informa- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
fcadwg. All advertisements will be printed according to Arab 
Times format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements most not exceed 25 words including name 
and telephone number. 

4. Text must be typed or elearfy printed. No alterations or 

cancellations win be made after plication. 

5. Advertisements of persona) nature involving business tran- 
sactions will not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. 

:6. The Arab Times is not responsible for postal delays. 


Section heading 



Sender's Name 
Address 


Telephone 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to: 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIREDS 
P.O. BOX: 2270 * 

13023 SAFAT KUWAIT;. 
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BANK OF CREDIT AND COMMERCE INTERNATIONAL 

BCC House, Chundrigar Road, Karachi, Pakistan. 

I am interested in opening a US Dollar account with your bank. 

Please send me information on □ Savings Account □ Deposit Account 
□ Baggage Rules □ Duty FREE shop facilities. 


Name 


Address^. 


^Fli/ [Expatriates Services Department 

tl'Ai 

224031 - 9 . J 223080 - 9 dj «_l,,X/ S Jrjr.^ fo -^.^ A! ^ 

yyf - r 

306201-306205 d^^d / 1 Jj J'f _ 

dtyb-r 

66084-6 dJ^«/Jl-A‘j/^aldli^ 
























ouston 

utclass 


Chicago 


->^SiN£W YORK, May 14, <AP): 

: • -0 JJ^olan Ryan pitched a seven-hil- 
; j.^or foriis first complete game in 
:^' 3 nore iban two years, and Glenn 
'''-‘^pavis drove in four runs, leading 
; V-isahe Houston Astros to an 8-2 vic- 
'^fWy bver the Chicago Cubs last 

"V'vg DavisgottwoofhisRBl with a 
a-'I ^L^hDmerrun in Hous ton’s four-run 
~ eighth inning. 

"V-i - Carfinab 7, Braves 5 
••Tt Teny Pendleton had three hits 

;1 j&and dro ve In two runs, and Jose 
M£~^£p5eleoQ struck out 1 0 batters in 8 
XgtfH%2-3 innings as the St Louis Car- 
i&2ldinals rolled to a 7-5 victory over 
the Atlanta Braves. 

Deleon allowed seven hits, 
' ••• retiring .the first nine meo he 

-faced in becoming the first Car- 
dinals pitcher to win three games. 

Dayley got the last out in 
.. Atlanta's three-run ninth, eam- 

• ' .ing his first save. 

Pirates 6, Reds 5 

: _ ^ Barry Bonds opened his 

second straight game with a 
~ homer, then scored from first 
' base on two Cincinnati errors 

- • • . and Jose Lind's sacrifice bunt in 
i.- ' the ninth as the Pittsburgh 

Pirates beat the Reds 6- 
5 . Bonds singled for his third 
— ' hitofthegametogreetRobMur- 
phy. 0-3, the Reds' third pitcher. 

Padres 7, Expos 1 

Cartnelo Martinez had three 
. /; hits, including a run-scoring 
: double and a two-run homer, 

leading San Diego to a 7-1 vic- 
tory over the Montreal Expos, 
snapping the Padres' five-game 
losing streak. 

Jimmy Jones pitched a five- 
hitter, and Shane Mack had a. 
two-run single to cap a three-run 
Padres sixth. Jones, 3-4, ended a 
personal three-game losing 
. * - ■ streak by going the distance for 
the first time tins year, with three 
walks and five strikeouts. 

PfutCesZ, Dodgers 1 

— Kevin Gross allowed six hits in 
eight inning s, and Juan Samuel 
— . snapped a scoreless tie with a solo 

homer in the fourth inning as the 
. Philadelphia Phillies edged the 
Los Angeles Dodgers 2-1 . 

Gross also singled in a fifth- 
inning run that put Philadelphia 
ahead 2-0. 

Giants 3, Mels 2 

. . Jose Uribe's two-out double 

drove in Bob Melvin with-the g<>- 
. - ahead run to cap a two-otrt rally 
in the seventh inning, lifting the 

- ‘ — • San Francisco Giants to a 3-2 

victory over the New York Mets. 
’ Right-hander Kelly Downs 

won his first game of the year and 

• lowered his era to 2.51 with a 
three-hitter. Both of the Mets 
runs were unearned. 

Orioles 4, Athletics 1 

Eddie Murray and Fred Lynn 
hit consecutive two-out home 
. ■'/' runs in the fourth inning and the 
' Baltimore Orioles handed Oak- 
land ace Dave Stewart his first 
loss after eight consecutive vie- 

- tones by defeating the Athletics 

- 4-1 last night. 

■J- The Orioles won for only the 
fifth rime in 34 games this season 
_ „•* against the team with’ the best 
record in the American League 
and the winningest pitcher in 
baseball. ‘ 

Angels 5, Yankees 4 

Brian Downing hit a two-out, 
two-run homer in the ninth 
inning, his first ever at Yankee 
; ' - stadium. Reliever Cecilio 
: Guante retired the first two bat- 

ters in the nintbbut hit pinch hit- 
ter George Hendrick with a 
pitch. Downing then hooked a 

• j high fly ball just inside the left- 

field foul pole at the 318-foot 
mark. 

Willie Fraser, 3-3, got the vic- 
tory with two innings of scoreless 
relief and Dewayne Buice pit- 
ched a perfect ninth for his third 
save. 

Tigers 7, Twins 0 

Luis Salazar, Alan Trammell 
and Ray Knight homered in sup- 
port of Doyle Alexander’s seven- 
hit pitching. Alexander struck 
out six and walked one in band- 
ing the world champion Twins 
their 11th setback in 14 road 
games. 

Salazar, who was 4-for-4, hit 
his fourth home run of the season 
in the first inning off Allan 
Anderson. Salazar started 
Detroit’s three- run fourth with a 
single and Trammell followed 
' with his fifth homer. With two 
out, Knight hit his first homer of 
-* * . the year, 

Indians 4, Brewers 3 

* Cory Snyder greeted Mil- 
. waukee relief ace Dan Plesac 

~ " with a three-run homer with two 
' out in the eighth inning, giving 
- the victory to Greg Swindell- 


Results 

Nation! Logne 


Pittsburgh 
Houston 
Si Louis 
Philadelphia 
San Dfcgo 
San Francisco 


California 
/ Boston 
Detroit 
Baltimore 


6 Cincinnati 
8 Chicago 

7 Atlanta 

2 Los Angeles 
7 Montreal 

3 New York 


5 New York 
14 Seattle 
7 Minnesota 
4 Oakland 
4 Toronto 
4 Milwaukee 
2 Kansas City 
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Jahangir crushes Jansher for title 


AMSTERDAM, May 14, 
Reuter - Pakistan’s Jahangir 
luian regained the world squash 
title yesterday when he beat com- 
patriot and defending champion 
Jansher Khan 9-6 9-2 9-2. 

Jahangir, ranked two in the 
world, took the title from the 19- 
year old champion with some 
spectacular squash in a gruelling 
80-minute match. 

The 24-year-old Jahangir, 
who held the title for five con- 
secutive years before losing it to 
New Zealander Ross Norman in 
1986, was in almost faultless 
form, going for his shots aggres- 
sively. 

Close 

He delighted the 2,000 crowd 
with an array of deft volleys and 
drop shots close to the tin. 

Buoyed by a recent victory in 
the British Open, Jahangir 
looked hungrier than Jansher, 
who won thetitlefor the first time 
last year. 

Jansher played careful squash, 
waiting for his older compatriot 
to make mistakes. Jahangir 
rarely did. 

Both players started the match 
cautiously, drawing out the first 
raBy to more than six minutes 
and over 300 shots. 

But Jahangir forced the pace, 
hitting the ball harder and trying 
to score winners. The tactic paid 
off and he took the first game in 
40 minutes. 

Jansher, who has only been in 
top professional squash for two 
years, did not seem to have the 



Jahangir (toff): overwhelmed Jansher 


experience to change his 
approach. 

Jahangir, who sometimes let 
his aggression spill over to 
arguments with the referee, went 


to take the second game 9-2. He 
regularly displayed a superb 
sliced drop volley which out- 
foxed the 19-year-old. 

Jansher looked dispirited in 


the third game and it was only a 
matter of time before Jahangir 
took the game and secured the 
win. 

At the end, a delighted Jahan- 
gir raised both hands in the air in 
triumph marking the end of two 
bard years plagued by injury. 

After picking up the S 12,000 
prize money and rushing a quick 
phone call to his family in Britain 
he was modest about the win. 

“I don’t know whether I’m 
world number one now. That is 
up to you pressman to decide," 
he said. "But I haven’t played so 
well for a Jong time.” 

Jansher said he was not too 
disappointed about the defeat. 
"I’m still world number one," he 
said. 

Meanwhile Jahangir believes 
sweeping rule changes will har- 
dly affect his tactics when he 
defends his title next year. 

Top professional players 
derided this week to change the 
game's scoring system, service 
rules and one aspect of the court 
layout in a bid lo make the sport 
more attractive to spectators. 

The changes, some of the most 
revolutionary in the game's his- 
tory, were derided on at a meet- 
ing of the International Squash 
Players Association (ISPA). 

ISPA officials said the rules 
were likely to be in force formost 
Grand Pnx events and the next 
year’s World Open champion- 
ships. 

Jahangir said, "I’m happy to 


Boxall goes four strokes clear 


SANTANDER, Spain, May 14, 
(Reuter): Britain's Richard Box- 
all went within a birdie of break- 
ing a 36-year-old European scor- 
ing record as he took, a four- 
stroke lead in the Spanish Open 
golf championship yesterday. 

' Boxall, seeking his first tour 
win, added a 64 to his opening 63 
for a 13-under-par 127 total and 
a handsome halfway advantage 
over compatriot Mark James, 
who returned a 68. 

Boxall arrived at the 18th 
looking for hiseighth birdie in 10 
holes lo better the record halfway 
total of 126 set by Briton Tom 
Hali burton in a tournament at 
Worthing. England, in 1952. 

But he bunkered his approach 


and was forced to card a bogey, 
although he still used only 30 
strokes to cover the last nine 
holes — one shot more than be 
took to complete the back nine 
oh Thursday. 

Best 

Boxall, who sank putts of 20 
and 25 feet and a 20-foot chip, 
said: "I didn't know about the 
record — I was just trying to 
shoot 62 to win a gold watch for 
the best round of the week. 

“I got a new set of irons before 
the event and it's the first time 
I’ve led at halfway. I’ll go for it 
tomorrow and try for as many 
birdies as possible.” 

Australian Mike Clayton, 


who partnered Boxall and had a 
hole in one during the first round, 
sbota 65 to join Ireland’s Christy 
O'Connor Junior (66) and 
Britons Ken Brown (66), Colin 
Montgomerie (64) and David 
Williams (66) on 133. 

Argentina’s Luis Carbonetti 
was home in 30 for a 65 and was 
level on 135 with Frenchman 
Michel Tapia, who shot 69, and 
title bolder and British Open 
champion Nick Faldo, round in 
67. 

But Welshman lan Woosnam, 
last year's European number 
one, missed the cut for the fifth 
successive rime after shooting a 
72 fora one-too-many 142. 

Severiano Ballesteros, playing 


on his home course, improved 
with a 67 yesterday but was only 
one-under-par on 139 at half- 
way. 

The Spaniard, who has not 
won a major title since the 1984 
British Open, said he was 
"seriously considering” return- 
ing to the US Tour next year. 

Accepts 

"Every round something 
seems to go wrong for me,” he 
said. "Conditions are better in 
America." 

If Ballesteros accepts his US 
card he would have to play a 
minimum 15 events in the US, 
where he has played part time 
since 1985. 


Ritzman and Crenshaw takes. two-shot lead 


Lopez share 
top spot 

MIDDLETOWN, NJ.. May 14, 
(Reuter): Nancy Lopez and Alice 
Ritzman each recorded four- 
under-par 68s yesterday to share 
the first round lead of the 
$250,000 New Jersey Classic golf 
tournament. 

Janet Coles stood alone in 
third place, one stroke behind the 
leaders, after an opening round 
that included three birdies and 
one bogey. 

Britain's Trish Johnson found 
herself in a five-way tie at two- 
under 70 with Spain's Marta 
Figueras-Dotti, Mei-Cbi Cheng 
of Taiwan and Americans Shelly 
H amlin and Kris Tschetter. 

“It's going to be as tough to 
beat Lopez as it is anytime she is 
in the lead,” Johnson said of the 
American champion who has 
two titles this year and narrowly 
missed a third last week when she 
lost a playoff to Juli Inkster in 
Portsmouth, Virginia. “But I 
. thmb anyone who is within two 
or three shots of the leaders has a 
good shot to win." Johnson said. 

Lopez, who recorded five bir- 
dies and one bogey for her 68, 
said: ”1 have a lot of confidence 
right now because I have been 
playing very well and hitring the 
ball real solid." 

Ritzman, who has yet to win a 
title in 1 1 years on the US Tour, 
played a bogey-free opening 
round. 

"1 hit all J 8 greens today,” said 
Ritzman. “I feel like I have been 
real dose the past few weeks.” 


DALLAS, May 14, (Reuter): 
Ben Crenshaw fired a five-under- 
par 65 yesterday to take over the 
lead after the second round of the 
$750,000 Byron Nelson Classic 
golf tournament 

Crenshaw, who won this event 
in 1983, carded six birdies and 
only one bogey for a nine-under- 
par 131 total and a two-shot lead 
at the Tournament Players Club 
course at Las Colinas. 

First round leader Mark 
Wiebe and Jeff Sluman were tied 
for second place at seven-under 


133. Wiebe managed just three 
birdies and had two bogeys Tor a 
one-under par 69 on the day, 
while Sluman recorded five bir- 
dies and two bogeys for a three- 
under 67. 

Opened 

Craig Stadler and John Cook 
were tied for fourth at 1 34. 

Crenshaw grabbed the lead 
from Wiebe with an eight-foot 
birdie putt on the 13th hole and 
opened his advantage to two 
strokes with a 1 8- foot birdie putt 


on 14. 

A birdie on lheI6th hole gave 
Crenshaw a 10-under total, but 
he gave a stroke back with a 
bogey on the par-three 17th 
when his lee-shot landed in a 
bunker. 

"I was proud of this round 
today,” said Crenshaw. “The 
course played a lot harder today 
and it was easy to let some shots 
slip away. I didn’t waste any 
shots except for the 17th hole 
when 1 didn’t listen lo my 
caddy.” 


Louganis wins diving crown I r,t,e,i s ht 


BOCA RATON, Fla., May 14, 
(Reuter): American Greg 

Louganis, diving with a swollen 
left wrist, yesterday won the 
men’s one-metre springboard 
title at the Boca Raton Inter- 
national Diving Championships. 

The double Olympic gold 
medallist is suffering from a gan- 


glion cyst (a buildup of tissue) on 
his left wrist that forced him to 
withdraw from the 1 0-metre plat- 
form competition. 

But Louganis, competing with 
the wrist heavily bandaged, dis- 
played near perfect form in suc- 
cessfully defending his one-metre 
title. 

Louganis woo with a score of 
659.25 points- for 1 1 dives. Mex- 
ico’s Jose Rocha, the US 
collegiate champion in one and 
three-metre springboard, was 
second with 594. 12 points. 

Edwin Jongejans of the Neth- 
erlans tallied 591.66 for third 
place, while American Mark 
Bradshaw was a close fourth 


with 580.38 points. 

Louganis has also withdrawn 
from a dual meet with China 
scheduled for later this month. 

"It’s something I have to do 
now to ensure it will get better,” 
Louganis said. "I am undergoing 
treatment and have had one cort- 
isone shot 

"It’s just a matter of resting it. 
If I had waited any longer it 
would have been more serious,” 
he said. 


JAKARTA, Indonesia, May 14, 
(AP): Hcngky Gun of Indonesia 
will fight Orient and Pacific Box- 
ing Federation super feather- 
weight champion Gerron Poras 
of the Philippines in a 12-round 
title bout June 5, a boxing official 
said today. 

Promotor Setiadi Laksono 
said Gun, a former junior World 
Boxing Council champion, will 
earn $1,200 and Potras $12,000 
from the fight in the east Java 
capital of Surabaya. 


Our chef 
is at your 
disposal. 


TEACHERS REQUIRED 

To teach mathematics and computers to 
children and teenagers on a summer 
programme mid- June to mid-August. A good 
knowledge of English is an advantage. 

Send CVwfth contact telephone number to Summer 
School Director, P 0 Box 6304, 22073 Salmiyuh, 
Kuwait. 



WARNING 

MRS KANTHI OMDORASEERA 

passport No. G 01 1 6055 Sri 
Lanka left her employer's 
house and has not come back. 
Anybody who finds her is 
requested to report to the 
nearest police station. . 



Call now for your order ! 

Tel. 5657000 > ■ ■ — ^ 

• CAKES [ a|Vj1 

• PASTRY V i 


• CAKES 

• PASTRY 

• BAKERY ITEMS 

• COOKIES 

• SWEETS | 

*24~Hour$ notice needed. 
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see things change. It's* a great 
opportunity for us lo make 
squash more exciting.” 

"I think the public will like it 
and I'm not worried about it 
changing my game at all,” he 
said. 

ISPA wants bigger crowds, 
more television coverage and 
heftier prize money. 

In the last five years new 
luminous bolls, worth $300 each, 
have helped make the game 
easier to follow on television and 
transparent walled courts have 
allowed more people to watch 
the sport at stadiums. 

Five years ago just 1 50 people 
watched the world champion- 
ships. This week’s event attrac- 
ted regular crowds of 2,000 ISPA 
officials said. 

"The ball and transparent 
walls have brought this game up 
to date. Now we want these chan- 
ges to get more people watching. 
It's make or break time for the 
sport,” ISPA chairman Stuart 
Davenport said. 

The ISPA have scrapped a rule 
allowing only a player with 
service to score points. Either 
player will score from a rally. 

The tin will be lowered by five 
centimetres (two inches) and a 
player will be only allowed one 
attempt at a service. 

"The lower tin will make the 
court seem bigger and give 
players the chance to attack 
more. These players are so fit 
nowadays we need to put them 
under more pressure." 


Non-turbos 
have little hope, 
says Mansell 

MONTE CARLO, May 14, 
(Reuter): Briton Nigel Mansell 
voiced the frustration yesterday 
of all those drivers coming off 
worse in the unequal battle for 
this year’s world motor raring 
championship. 

Peering out at the rain clouds 
which have shrouded Monte 
Carlo's twisting street circuit for 
the last two days. Mansell admit- 
ted the normally aspirated 
challengers had little hope of 
beating the turbo-powered 
McClarens in tomorrow's Mon- 
aco Grand Prix. 

Mansell, whose Wi lliams team 
switched to normally aspirated 
cars ahead of ihcir main rivals in 
prep^ift^for^exr^ fear's Ban 
on turbo power, added he had 
.virtually no chance ofimproving 
on his third position on the prov- 
isional grid in today’s final prac- 
tice. 

Chance 

"The McLarens are in a dif- 
ferent world,” he said yesterday. 
"And if I cannot gel on the front 
row in my car here then 1 really 
have no chance at all in the race. 

"I set my time on Thursday by 
driving right on the limi t, I think 1 
got the best 1 could from the car 
but we are obviously lacking 
power compared to the 
McLaren-Hondas. 

"It is very frustrating to have a 
good car which is quick through 
the corners but cannot compete 
when it gets blown off on the 
straight 

“If we are not on the front row 
here then we won’t be anywhere. 
I have to accept that. It'snot nice, 
when you have been winning, to 
realise that you cannot win. But 
at least I am the quickest of the 
normally aspirates.” 





Johnson walks barefoot after the race. (Reuter wlrephoto) 

Johnson fails to finish 
100m race in Tokyo 


TOKYO, May 14, (Reuter): 
World champion Ben Johnson of 
Canada suffered another injury 
setback in his build up to the 
Olympics when he pulled up in a 
1 00 metres race here yesterday. 

Johnson, who cut short his 
indoor season in February 
because of an injury to his left 
thigh, stopped running at about 
the 40-metre point in his first 
outdoor sprint of the year. 

"He felt a slight strain in his 
left leg so he backed off right 
away.” said coach Charlie Fran- 
cis. 

Injury 

Francis said it was a hamstring 
injury but he eased up "as 
quickly as possible and that’s the 
most important thing in prevent- 
ing serious injury.” 

He added the extent of the 
injury would not be known for 24 
hours. 

Johnson, who set a world 
record of 9.83 seconds in becom- 
ing 100-metre world champion in 
Rome last September, made no 
_commcni aftCLlhe- ra« - which 
was won by American Hany 
Krulee in 10.32 seconds. Japan’s 
Hiroki Fuwa was second in 
10.48. 


Klaus TafelmeierofWesi Ger- 
many, the 1980 European javelin 
champion, was in powerful form, 
taking his event with 85.96 
metres while American Rena Ido 
Nehemiah. world 1 10-metre hur- 
dles record holder, docked a win- 
ning 1 3.57 seconds. 

"I'm pleased with the race in 
winning but not pleased with the 
way 1 ran the race. I was all over 
the track.” said Nehemiah who 
set his world record of 12.93 in 
1981. 

The day’s most exciting event 
was the men's 10.000 metres in 
which Boniface Merande beat 
fellow-Kenyan Moses Tanui 
by less than half a second. 

Merande docked a fast 27 
min utes 40.36 seconds to Tanui's 
27:40.59. Portugal's Dionisio 
Castro was third in 27:42.84. 

Evelyn Ashford of the United 
States. Olympic champion and 
world record holder, won the 
women’s 100 metres in 11.13 
seconds. 

Ashford was delighted with 
her time. "1 never run fast at this 
particular irack and to run that 
time here means that I’m going to 
be ready for the Olympic iriais in 
July," she said. 



• ‘Spoilsman Company* recently organised a ‘Prince’ 
promotional tour ot Kuwait Various clinics were staged at the 
leading tennis dubs which included Holiday Inn, Regency Palace, 
SAS, Yarmouk and Qadsiya. The clinics were conducted by 
‘Prince’ touring professional Alex Ramirez, a former Mexican 
junior Davis Cup player. Above: Alex with Patrick Diegan, one of 
three professionals chosen to represent Prince in Kuwait and top 
Holiday Inn players. 
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AGENOR SNAPS AGASSI’S WINNING STREAK 

Lendl and Carlsson in semifinals 
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ROME, May 14, (Reuter): 
World Dumber one Ivan Lendl 
was to lake on Swedish clay court 
tennis master Kent Carlsson in 
today’s Italian Open tennis 
semifinals after both emerged 
victorious from troublesome 
quarterfinal ties yesterday. 

But the rising star of American 
tennis, Andre Agassi, had his 
long winning streak abruptly ter- 
minated when Haitian Ronald 
Agenor beat him 6-36-1. 
Flamboyant 

Carlsson's 4-6 6-1 6-4 victory 
was helped by injury to his flam- 
boyant opponent Yannick 
Noah. 

The athletic F renchman was 4- 
l up in the first set when he fell 
heavily, jarring his right knee. A 
physiotherapist sprayed the joint 
and later strapped it. but Noah, 
who had been playing with 
supreme verve and enthusiasm, 
tost the next three games and his 
grip on the match. 

Carlsson. who had looked 
shaky in the opening stages, tigh- 
tened his game and his solid 
baseline tactics paid ofT against 
Noah, who lost much of his 

SPORTS BRIEFS { 
US gymnast 

TOKYO, May 14. (AP): The 
condition of Jullissa Gomez, a 
young US gymnast, paralysed 
"while practising for a tour- 
nament here is still loo critical for 
her lo be flown home, a spokes- 
man for the Japan Gymnastics 
Association said today. 

Lancashire win 

LONDON. May 14. (Reuter): 
Lancashire demolished Scotland 
by 1 54 runs at Old Trafford yes- 
terday for their first win of this 
season's Benson and Hedges 
Cup limited-over cricket com- 
pel lion. 

Olympic berth 

TOKYO, May 14, <AP): Top- 
seeded Darren Cahill of Aus- 
tralia won a men's single berth in 
the Seoul Olympic tennis event 
this fall when he advanced to the 
semifinals in ihe Asia-Oceania 
Olympic qualifying tournament. 

French Open 

PARIS. May 14. (Reuter): For- 
mer French soccer star Michel 
Platini will make the draw for the 
French Open tennis tournament 
which starts in Paris on May 23. 
organisers said yesterday. 

Mike Tyson 

NEW YORK. May 14. (AP): 
Mike Tyson, the undisputed 
heavyweight champion, has no 
intention of surrendering his US 
citizenship to live in Monaco, his 
manager said yesterday. 

Soccer violence 

BUENOS AIRES. May 14. 
(Reuter): Argentina's soccer 
professionals will go on strike 
this weekend in protest at 
violence at matches which rea- 
ched a peak last Sunday when 
one player was nearly killed by 
flying glass shattered by a petard. 

Euro-tourney 

PARIS. May 14, (Reuter): The 
second leg of the European 
Championship under-21 final 
between France and Greece will 
be played in Paris on October 12. 
almost five months after the first 
leg. the French Football Federa- 
tion said yesterday. 

Dutch soccer 

AMSTERDAM. May 14. 
(Reuter): Dutch soccer, auth- 
orities said yesterday they would 
irwesligate the goalless draw bet- 
ween two lowly-placed First Div- 
ision teams Pec Zwolle and 
Volendam. which saved them 
from relegation but forced Az 
Alkmaar to the Second Division. 

Qualifying time 

MONTE CARLO. May 14. 
(Reuter): West German Bemd 
Schneider’s opening qualifying 
time at the Monaco Grand Prix 
was cancelled today by the race 
stewards. The stewards said Sch- 
neider's Zakspeed contravened 
technical regulations concerning 
air-intake valves which were 
measured in a random test foll- 
owing Thursdays’ first official 
practice. 

Chess event 

LUCERNE. Switzerland, May 
14, (Reuter): The women's 
World Chess Championship 
match between champion Maya 
Chiburdanidze and challenger 
Nana Ioseliani will be played in 
the Soviet Union, the Inter- 
national Chess Federation 
(Fide) announced yesterday. 

Boomerang Cup 

BAROOGA. Australia. May 14. 
IAP): A team of US boomerang 
throwers today beat the Aus- 
tralians at their own game — 
scoring a comprehensive victory 
in the seven-nation bicentennial 
World Boomerang Cup. 





Lendl returns a backhand shot (Reuter wi rephoto) 

acrobatic skill alt he net with the won the title in 1985 said his 
fall. trouble had been more mental 

But fourth-seeded Noah, who that physical. 


“I had a bit of a mental lei 
down." he said- “The knee hurt 
for three games but after it was 
strapped up it was okay." 

The Frenchman, who has 
delighted the Rome crowd with 
his skill and on-court clowning, 
said he would now take a week's 
holiday before attempting to win 
back the French Open crown he 
captured in 1983. 

“I’m off until Roland Garros. 
Ifl have a knee problem I’ll treat 
that and try to get it better as 
soon as possible," he added. 

For Carlsson, who has been 
steadily improving his game 
since knee surgery to remove a 
cartilage last August, it was the 
first victory over Noah in four 
encounters. 

This year he has already not- 
ched up clay court titles at Ham- 
burg and Madrid and goes out to 
meet Lendl with boosted con- 
fidence. 

“I’m going to go out and try to 
play ray own game and fight for 
every point and see if that's 
enough." he said. 

Lendl, who has been ham- 
pered by hay fever and irritated 


by the Foro Italico’s restless 
crowd this week, dropped a set 
against Peru's Jaime Y zaga. 

Yzaga was able to confuse the 
number one seed with delicate 
stroke play and Lendl. waLched 
by his parents on holiday from 
Czechoslovakia, frequently 
shouted in frustration. 

But his superior power finally 
won through and he took the 
match 6-2, 4-6 6-2. 

Agassi, who has not lost a 
daycourt match for three and a 
half months and has own the 
tournament of champions and 
US claycourl championship in 
the past two weeks, saw his 15th 
match winning run come to end 
in 51 minutes. 

Tough 

“I just wanted off that court as 
quickly as possible,” said the 
exhausted 18-year-old. 

“It was just too tough, too 
many matches." 

In the final quarterfinal match 
at the Foro Italico. No. 14 
Guillermo Perez-Roldan of 
Argentina upset No. 6 Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador 6-2 6-3. 



Graf routs Provis for semifinals 


WEST BERLIN, May 14, 
(Reuter): Steffi Graf crushed 
Nicole Provis 6-0 6-2 yesterday 
but Helena Sukova. Claudia 
Khode-Kilsch and Sylvia Han- 
ika alt struggled before winning 
their West German international 
women's tennis tournament 
quarterfinals. 

West German Graf, the world 
number one. took only 39 min- 
utes to demolish Australian 
Provis. 

“It went so quickly," she said 
later, after filling in a training 
session with her coach 
immediately following the 
match. 

Provis. ranked 57th in the 
world, had never played Graf 


before. 

Her only bright memory of the 
one-sided encounter would be 
winning her first game by break- 
ing Grafs service in the opening 
game of the second set. But she 
immediately dropped her own 
service to love and Graf marched 
on towards a third successive 
West Berlin title. 

Lead 

Sukova, the second seed, star- 
ted as impressively as Graf, hav- 
ing two break points for a 4-0 
first set lead over eighth-seeded 
American Mary Joe Fernandez. 

But. playing in aswirling wind 
which blew up clouds of dust 
from the red clay court, the Cze- 
choslovak world number seven 


was hauled back by her 16- year- 
old American opponent and only 
won the first set on a tiebreak. 

The only non- West German to 
gel to the semifinals, Sukova 
regained her dominance in the 
second set and ran out an easy 7-6 
(7-3) 6-0 winner. 

Third-seeded West German 
Kohde-Kilsch. the winner here in 
1984, dropped her opening 
service game and trailed Italian 
Sandra Cecchini 5-3 in the first 
set. But as the West German step- 
ped up the pressure, sixth-seeded 
Cecchini won only one more 
game and finally went down 7-5 
6 - 1 . 

Hanika meanwhile, at 28 by 
far the oldest player in the quar- 


Ravinella bids for Guineas double 


PARIS, May 14, (Reuter): 
Ravinella. unbeaten in her five 
races, bids lo follow in the foot- 
steps of Miesque tomorrow by 
adding Longchamp's Poule 
D'Essai des Pouliches (French 

1.000 Guineas) to her English 

1.000 Guineas success at New- 
markei last month. 

Although Ravinella will be 
tackling a bend for ihe first time 
in her racing career, this athletic 
filly will start a very short priced 
favourite to complete the double 
which Miesque achieved last 
year. 

None of her seven rivals 
appears to have the necessary 
credentials to upset theCriquetlc 


head-trained runner over the trip 
to one mile ( 1.600 metres). 

Pascal Bary has booked Steve 
Cauthen to ride Duckling Park, 
who finished a length behind 
Ravinella when the pair made 
their seasonal debut in the Prix 
Imprudence at Maisons- Lafiitte 
last month. 

Burst 

However, it is hard to see her 
reversing that form and a more 
potent danger could be Cash 
Asm us sen's mount. Silver Lane, 
who produced a late burst to 
upset more fancied rivals in the 
Prix de La Grotte over the course 
and distance last month. 


England hopeful of rugby win 

BRISBANE. Australia. May 14, “This is the strongest English 
(AP): The England Rugby side to come to Australia.” Cook 

Union team has set itself a target said. 

seas 

» y GCOfrrey C °° k M 

The English squad flew into A 

Brisbane yesterday and then set , Obviously Is a tad order 
off for Mackay in northern but we have to set our sights 
Queensland state, where they "‘S 11 * 

will face a Queensland country England came close to beating 

team in their lour opener on Australia on their only other full 

Tuesday. Australian tour in 1975. 


Italian challenger Lonely 
Bird, a six-length winner of the 
Italian 1 .000 Guineas, looks best 
of the others. She will be part- 
nered by the promising Italian 
rider Luca Sorrentino. 

The 10-1/2 furlong (2.100 
metres') Prix Lupin is a strong 
supporting race on tomorrow's 
card. 

It could rest between in 
Extremis, trained by Head, and 
the Andrew Fabre runner, 
Drapeau Trincolore. The duo 
finished first and second in the 
Prix de Guiche here last month 
and a good run by either could 
book a place in the Epsom Derby 
on June 1. 


Identical times 

INDIANAPOLIS, May 14, 
(AP): Mario Andretti and Rick 
Mears showed yesterday they are 
ready for an unprecedented war 
of speed in the opening round of 
qualifications for the May 29 
Indianapolis 500. 

The two former Indy winners 
turned in identical fast laps of 
221.456 mph, both coming dur- 
ing the heat of the afternoon, 
setting the stage for a dramatic 
battle today for the pole position 
on the first of four days of time 
trials. 


terfinals, said: “I’m very happy 
with my comeback.” after she 
defeated Czechoslovak Radka 
Zmbakova 6-4 3-6 6-1. 

Seventh-seeded Hanika. using 
this tournament to stake her 
claim to a plaoe in West Ger- 
many's Federation Cup team, 
put her second set lapse down to 
a lack of concentration. Once she 
put her mind to" the task again, 
she had little difficulty overcom- 
ing unseeded 1 7-year-old 
Zrubakova. who ousted fourth 
seed Hana Mandlikova in the 
previous round. 

In today's semifinals, Hanika 
was to take on Sukova while 
Graf was to meet compatriot 
Kohde-Kilsch. 


Cash plans 
major assault on 
French Open 

ROME, May 14, (Reuter): Wim- 
bledon champion Pat Cash, who 
has never mastered the 
intricacies of claycourt tennis, 
plans a major assault on the 
French Open championship 
later this month. 

The Australian, beaten in the 
first round in Paris last year, by 
American Jim Pugh, has been 
familiarising himself with clay by 
playing in the doubles event at 
the Italian Open this week. 

Partnered by French Davis 
Cup doubles specialist Guy For- 
get. Cash reached the quarterfin- 
als before losing to the Mexican- 
American partnership of Jorge 
Lozano and Todd Witsken in 
straight sets yesterday. 

“I’ve been playing so well I 
now regret not having entered 
the singles." said Cash, who- 
played a typically inspirational 
role in Australia's Davis Cup win 
on clay in Mexico earlier this 
year. 

“It’s strange, I learned to play 
tennis on clay but it’s a surface 
I’ve grown to dread. Last year 1 
really felt like skipping Roland 
Garros and heading straight for 
Wimbledon.” 


Filipinos 
top list 
of entries 

THE organisers of the Philippine 
Bowlers Association in Kuwait 
(PBAK) Marathon Bowling 
Tournament said yesterday that 
they had reoeived 39 entries so far 
for the event, scheduled to be 
held at the Club 300. 

Filipinos top the list of entries 
with 34 players registered so far 
for the tournament which starts 
at 9.00 am on May 18. 

Play 

In the men’s division, all the 
bowlers will play nine non-stop 
games while in the women's 
category the playeis will play six 
continuous games. 

The tournament will be 
opened by Samer Darwisb, man- 
ager of the cargo sales and mark- 
et! ng division at the Boodai 
Aviation — Mabuhay Philip- 
pines door to door service — the 
sponsors. 

The PBAK presidenL Manny 
Inserto, has asked for all the par- 
ticipants to be present on the first 
day to attend the opening 
ceremony. 

List of entries: 

Philippines: Jimmy Tadena, 
Mars Balisi, Nes Sogale. Tino 
Ocampo. Bobby Bautista, Willy 
Sabay. Edwin Nepomuceno, 
Archie Nan La. Homer Mesina, 
Art Cabal. Rico Pino, Boy San- 
tos, Flor Tongson, Jojo 
Medrano, Pete Valisno, Joe 
Bilog, Milo Coronado, Bong 
Pagutayao. Nonoy Maramba, 
Tony Lacson. Jessie Javier, 
Lando Caburao. Mar Evangel- 
ista, Gren Ruiz, Vic Paras. Gina 
Nepomuceno, Nitz Alinea, 
Freddie Fernando. Ding Celeste, 
Toto Abear, Pete Nierva, Rudy 
Zablan, Chary Nepomusceno 
and Eva Sabay. 

Thailand: Pongsak W. 

Anukul T and Joe Chan wit. 

Kuwait: Hamed A1 Hasan and 
Amir Hosen. 


French soccer 

PARIS, May 14, (Reuter); Mon- 
aco moved seven points clear at 
the top of the French First Div- 
ision yesterday when a Marcel 
Dibs goal three minutes before 
halftime earned them a 1-0 win at 
home to Nice. 

Monaco, who now have three 
games left, could be presented 
with the title if second-placed 
Bordeaux, who have four games 
remaining, lose against Paris 
Saint-Germain this evening. 


Acropolis Rally a good test: Bin Sulayem 


By Gaif Seery 

MIDDLE EAST rally champion 
Mohammed Bin Sulayem 
arrived in Athens yesterday, to 
begin his practice for the World 
Championship Acropolis Rally. 
This event is the first of four 
rallies that Sulayem will be driv- 
ing in Europe and Africa, and he 
will be making a return to the 
Marlboro Ford Sierra RS Cos- 
worth in which he made his 
European debul last year. 

“The Acropolis Rally will be a 
very good test for me." Sulayem 
told the Arab Times. “There will 
be a lot of good Group A cars 
taking part and it is a hard rally." 
He denied strongly that the 
choice of this particular event 
had, in any way, been motivated 
by Saeed Al Hajri'ssuccess there. 

Admirable 

Al Hajri entered this World 
Championship round twice, in 

1985, when he came fifth, and in 

1 986. where he won an admirable 
4th place, proving to the world 
that the Middle East's top driven 
can compete effectively at this 
level. 

"We chose it to improve my 
experience." said the 27 year old 
Dubian driver. “We were not 
worrying about Saeed. We are 
looking at higher level events this 
year." 

The rest of his 1988 prog- 
ramme is rather more con- 
servative however, as the Marl- 
boro Ford team have opted lo 
return to three of the events 



Bin Sulayem :n his Cosworth 

Sulayem competed in last year. 
“I am going for higher results." 
he explained. "But you never 
know what degree of competi- 
tion you will meet on a rally. 1 
think I am a better driver now 
than when 1 made my debut in 
Haspenguow Rally last year, but 
you can never say for sure what 
will happen in a rally,” 

The other events are; Gun- 
aydin Rally in Turkey on June 24 
to 26, Morocco from July 21 to 
24 and Lotto di Bianchi in Bel- 
gium from August 26 to 27. 
Sulayem failed to finish theGun- 


aydin after a host of problems 
which culminated in a broken 
differential. In Morocco he fini- 
shed second, aDd in the Bianchi 
Rally he took fourth place. 
Sulayem admitted that ideally he 
would like to notch wins in all 
three non-Worid Championship 
events, and thathe intends lo fin- 
ish as high as possible in Greece. 

Although the result of the 
appeal to Fisa by the Rothmans 
team was not yet settled, most 
people expect Sulayem's victory 
in the Kuwait International to be 




upheld. Rothmans driver Al 
Haiti, Sulayem’s long term rival, 
had finished the rally one and a 
half minutes ahead of Sulayem. 
However, the Toyota team 
brought a protest, subsequently 
upheld by the stewards, alleging 
that the Rothmans team entered 
one time control 15 seconds 
early. 

Sulayem was a little bitter at 
the attitude that it was somehow 
the Toyota team's fault. “We had 
to do the right thing for our- 
selves," he said. “If we had made 
the same mistake they would cer- 


tainly have brought a protest. 
The problem lay in a technical 
mistake by their navigator, and 
we had to protest. Now it looks 
as if we are the bad guys. It was 
their error. I worked hard for two 
years to get where I am today. I 
did my best, and I achieved a lot. 
The idea that 1 should just 
overlook a breach of regulations 
and not protest is ridiculous." 

Sulayem's next Middle East 
even l will be in Jordan on June 15 
— 1 7th, and as always he will be 
driving for a win. The stages have 
traditionally suited the Toyota, 
particularly those on the second 
and third days, but this year the 
Audi Quattro will be a new con- 
sideration. 

David Liewellin, who won the 
Cyprus Rally in 1 987, and who is 
an A-seeded driver, is also expec- 
ted to participate in Jordan, driv- 
ing Al Hajri’s practice Quattro, 
which formerly belonged to 
Jaber Al Marri. Both cars will be 
supported by David Sutton. 

Assuming 

The participation of Liewellin 
and other drivers of this calibre 
should make Jordan an interest- 
ing event to watch. 

However, if Sulayem is the 
first Middle East driver home, 
ahead of Al Hajri, and assuming 
that the result of the Kuwait 
event is upheld by Fisa, be will be 
in a very strong position indeed. 
In order to match him Al Hajri 
will have to win each remaining 
round of the championship, and 
wiUalmostcertainlybedrivingin 
Lebanon this year. 


Napoli players apologise 
to officials and fans for 
mutiny against manager 


NAPLES, Italy, May 14. 
(Reuter): Napoli players apolog- 


Severaf hundred fans gathered 
outside the club headquarters in 


fe ed to club officials and fans central Naples on Thursday jmj 
yesterday for their so-called shouted insults at the players as 
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mutiny against trainer-manager 
Ottavio Bianchi before this 
weekend's deciding matches in 
the Italian Soccer Champion- 
ship. 

“We realise we expressed our 
bitterness at recent League 
results in the wrong place and at 
the wrong time,’’ the players said 
in a statement read to reporters 
by defender Alessandro de 
Napoli. 

Details 

The statement added: “We ask 
forgiveness from the club and 
fans." 

There was no reference to 
Bianchi in the brief statement 
and De Napoli gave no farther 
details about the motives for the 
apology. A club statement was 
expected later. 

Players, including Argentine 
World Cup captain Diego 
Maradona, attacked Bianchi in a 
statement on Wednesday and 
placed the blame for the team's 
recent slump firmly on his shoul- 
ders. 

In less than a month. Napoli 
have seen a fourth-point lead at 
the top of the First Division dis- 
appear and have slipped lo 
second two points adrift of AC 
Milan with only tomorrow's 
final round of matches logo. 

“The only problem (at Napoli) 
is the relationship with Bianchi, 
which has never existed, par- 
ticularly when the team needed 
him," the original players' 
statement said. 


they arrived for individual talk* 
with management. 

Maradona himself remained 
silent on his colleagues' action, 
although club sources said he 
bad disapproved of the timing of 
Wednesday ’s statement but had 
not condemned the message 
itself. 

Biunchi. 44. has been with 
Napoli since 1985 and led die 
dub to their first League m)c last 
year. The team had lopped the 
standings since October until 
Milan beat them on May 1 . 

Tomorrow Napoli, probably 
without injured Maradona and 
Brazilian Carecu. face Samp- 
doria at home in their last match 
of the season which they must 
win lo keepalive their title hopes. 

Even if Napoli wins. Milan 
have only to draw at Como to 
secure their first title since 197Q. 
If bolh teams end on equal 
points, the winner will be deter- 
mined by a one-match play off. 

Remarks 

The dub said in a later 
statement it had full confidence 
in Bianchi but warned it would 
hold a deeper enquiry into the 
affair once the League cham- 
pionship had ended. 

“(The club) notes the players’ 
remarks, convinced that, in har- 
mony with the manager, in 
whom the club reconfirms its 
absolute faith, they will reward 
the fans with a worthy sporting 
spectacle on Sunday." the 
statement said. 


Boston defeat Atlanta 


NEW YORK, May 14, (AP); 
The Boston Celtics won the first 
two games of their Eastern Con- 
ference playoff series against 
Atlanta, but coach KC doesn't 
like the way they did it. 

Boston wasted a 25 : 9 lead at 
the end of the first quarter, led by 
only six points al halftime and 
needed a strong final period to 
win 108-97 last nighL 

“It was not the smooth effort 1 
was looking for," Jones said. 
“I’ve been doing it (squandering 
leads) for most of the year and 
last year.” 

Boston also wasted a 38-23 
first-period lead Wednesday 
night and led by six points at 
halftime before winning the 
opener 110-101. 

With the next two games of the 
best-of- seven series in Atlanta 
tomorrow afternoon and Mon- 
day nighL Jones said the Celtics' 
can’t afford to fail to take advan- 
tage of opportunities. 

“We just have to, particularly 


going down there, get the lead 
and hold it and build on it.” 
Jones said. 

In yesterday's other came, the 
defending champion Los 
Angeles Lakers fell behind 2-J in 
their series with Utah as the Jazz 
won 96-89. 

Jazz 96, Lakers 89 

Karl Malone scored 2^ points 
and Mark Eaton outplayed 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar again as 
Utah defeated Los Angeles. 

The Lakers' defeat marked the 
first time the defending NBA 
champions have trailed in a 
playoff series since 1986. when 
the Houston Rockets defeated 
them 4-1 in the Western Con- 
ference finals. 

The Jazz, who won lOI-^T at 
the Forum in Inglewood. Calif.. 
Tuesday, held the Lakers to just 
one field goal in the first 2:35 and 
38 per cent shooting from the 
field in the first half, when Los 
Angeles trailed by as many as 16 
points. 


Supplement on 
powerboat racing 

Arab Times and Seyassah newspapers are 
sponsoring an Offshore Powerboat Race, 
to be held in Kuwait on June 3 1988. 

They are preparing a special programme 
supplement, which will feature editorial 
about powerboat racing, as well as 
photographs of past races. It will also 
contain the regulations for the event. 
Every competitor, both from within and 
from outside Kuwait will receive a copy. 

The supplement will be produced in 
English and Arabic, and the copies will be 
distributed free at the participating hotels 
and to competitors. Those interested in 
advertising in the publication should con- 
tact Liza 2418738 or 2418730. 






